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 Well-tncaning Proteſtants,: 


Who deſire and reſolve to hold 
faſt their Profeſſion ; Eſpeci- 
ally thoſe, who are leaft able 
to Diſpute Controverſies, .. 


SIRS, 235 Sa, 70 
Martel nat, if you thrzk your 
ſelves well grounded in your 

> Religion, whiles you are able 

to grue & Reaſon of the hope that: is 
in you, by proving the eAnicles of 
your Faith out of Scripture. | Fat 
in this perſwaſion you are of ve. 


Jaw, that what pleaſes you an('] me, + 
ftil] ( as of late bave beer',\ ſuch-. - 
v7 A2 as ::> * 


RI. 


ſame mind with me, whuever /yo.”.+ + 
are." However , 1 muſt adma' yiſb *; > 


zot ſatisfie all ; For the' re are + | 


$055 0/9 wee: 
Fs es 
me 


* 


- 


caaer. 


_ Tothe 
45 will ach you, How you are able to 

' prove Scripture to be the word « 
God, and the only Rule of Faith 2 
Therefore it concerns you, and me fo; 


too, ( as the times are ) to bethink 
ory ſelves what to Arſwer, when w 


ſhall be put to the Queſtion. An 


that you may have ſomewhat to reply, 


1 have tn this enſuing Diſcourſe 
grven you ſome of thoſe thoughts, 
which 1 have taken up by occaſion e 
this Queſtion, that may be put to 6, 
 1knowwell, That druers Learzed 
 4oth Engliſh azd Outlandiſh ) 


. Dtvines have beſtowed their pains, 
*, 20 prove the authority of. Scripture 


bo 


\ſuch, < we account it, and that it 15 
\'he only Rule of Faith. But the la- 


- faurs bf thafe Learned men are ſuch 


-( 6\tther for lanswage, or ſomewhat 
elſe) 45 they would ve to you (1 
Jou h,\id them by you) 46 the word 


of @ þ\ovt that 1s ſealed, I have 


Xt herefor, 


* compoſed this Diſcourſe 
in 


Tn 
FY, 


Pi 


rt 
Ve 


| To the Reader. 

7n aplain Engliſh fiyle and phraſe. 
and of no great price, toeaſe your 
purſes, that you may bave by you 
ſomewhat to anſwer your Aduerſa- 
ries. Init I uſe andurge Scripture 
very little, or nothing at all in a 
manner, becau'e 1 will cut off occa- 
i {10x from our Adverſaries, who will 
elſe ſay, 1 prove my Concluſjon, by 
that which ts the thing in DJueſtion, 

' How neceſſary it 18 far you to be 
well informed in this Caſe, and to be 
fortified againſt the af ewlts of fuch- 
as- lie in wait to undermine you, 
and turn up the foundations of your 
Faith, I muſt leave you to be Fudges. 
For our Aduerſaries, 1 am reſolved” 
never to draw the Saw againſt them; 


hf} partly, becauſe of mine tuſufficiency 


many wayes to enter the Lifts with 
ſuch Giant-like men ; andeſptcially, 
becauſe there are ſo many Worthies 
87. 0ur fide, whoſe great abilities 


and advantages (ſuch as Iwant'Y- - 7 
A3 cams” 


To the Reader. 


cannot but encourage them to what 


1 dare not undertake, All my def 


ſtan ts to inftruft the tgnorant, whoſe 
defore is to learn. And to ſuch 1 
offer theſe weak endeatoars of mine, 
2% hope they may ſuggeft ſomenhat 


that may ſerve to flay and uphold the} 
weak, till they be further eſtabliſhed} 
by the help of ſome more able hand.) 
Aud if this be, I have all my deſagn,f 
ſo as God may have all the glory, 
A 
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PEPSPEI: BOBDED 
SCRIPTURE 
| Only Rule of Faith: 


Roteſtants have alwayes coun. 
ted the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſftamenr, to be 
che Inſpiration of God, apd 
© the only Rule of Faith and Manners. | 
| And that theyumay abide and in- 
creaſe more allmore in this per. 
ſyaſion, is, afijill be my hearcs 
| deſire and pra} to God for them. - 

Y But though Ul bold Scripture for 
a Principle and Ground-plot of their 
Faich, yet they are called upon » 
( ſomewhat, methinks, beſides -the 
Laws of Science ) toprove it. And. 
this Task 1 am willing in their behalf 
A.4 to. 


_ Sefipture co be divincly inſpir'd, 


- Parure, can be rationaHy all»wedthis 


anAnſWer to the grand ObjeRtion 


(2) 
to undertake, becauſe the Lord hathNof 
commanded us, to be alwajes ready as 


« to give areaſon of the hope that ts injguiC 


»s,. For this confideration, and no-WY10' 


- thing elſe, hath embo!dned me roffibu 


let the World know the rationalftc! 
Grounds which Protetiants have rofſfof 
perſwade them, that Scripture is the © 
Word of God, and written by his} 
command, to be the only Rule of i - 
Faith unto all Chriftians. And whar | 
T have to ſay upon this account, I | 
a reduce unto theſe two particu. | 
IS, 
1. 1 ſhall alledge ſome of thoſe 5 
rational Grounds by which Prote- | 
Rants are induc'd to belizve the j 


$, 


with the Concluke 


Which (we think) 
muſt unavoicablyy 


Wy 5 vi, That | 
> he Que- 
Bn, the Chur- | 
fly thing of that 


ches-Teftimony, or! 


great- Ptivil:dee- of being a Rule of 
F:ith ;: and then conclude all with - 


of 


— 4 d 
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(3) 


of Papiſts again(t Scripture, (becauſe 


Fas it igall they can ſay worth ourno- 
Srice, ſo it is look'c on by them asan 
Finvincible eAFch:i les ) 'and a ſhort, 
Ebut ſerious admonition to all Pro- 
J reſtants who mind the concernmen's - 


of their ſouls, or may be perſnaded + 
ro It, 


P 
ESD 2 HC —_ 


The former Part, 


| | Shewtng the Rational Grounds upon © 


which Proteſtants believe Serip- + 
ture tobe tnſpir d of God, Kc. + 


| Criprture is' (as it cafls ic ſelf ) 
' a Light, and therefore is beſt 


I feenin, and by, and of ir ſelf, 


Fjrbough there be-norhing elſe ro ſhew 
Wir. Hence it is, -that when we have : 


ſaid as much as we can, fo prove its 
Divine authority, we muſt (:1 [leave 
it to be ſeen in its own Light, and-ro 
prove ic fel; che Manitettation of © 
Gods mind -antd will, - mad to the 
| A.s5. ſons-» 


, 


(4) 
ſons of men. And upon due conſi- 
deration it will appear ſo, to any that 
are judicious and impartial. For how 
can it be prov'd to be what it is by 
any argument, beſides the atteſtation 
given 1t by God, and his Spirit, and 


'the evident tokens of God ſpeaking 


init? Ando it proves it ſelf, juſt 
4s 2 Learned man proves himſelf a 
Scholar by bis learned Exerciſes, 
when he is called to them ; or 1s 
God proves himſelf co be what he is, 
by what be ſaith and doth, 
However, we are put to prove 
out Principles, and we ate contented 
foto do, as well as we can.  Iſay 
as.well as we can, becauic all Scho- 
lars know that Principles are moſt 
hardly prov'd againſt ſuch, as have 
impudence enough to deny them. 
And here I mult in order to my in- 
.rended work, requeſt the Reader co 


grant me ſomewhat which ſcems } 


very reaſonable, and (1 hope) will 

be ſuppoſed ſuch by all that are in- 

different and impartial, 

' 1. Thit inthis Caſe, I can alledge 

no rational Argumzence, other then 
ſuch 
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ſuch as Sctipture yields and offers,: 


to prove it ſelf inſpited of God; 
ſo that my work 1sto ler others ſee 
the i wherein Scripture ſhews 
it ſelf, Bn | 


2, I do not in this undertaking - 


charge Papiſts, as denying in terms 


the Scripture co be Divinely inſpired. . 
For they grant it in a ſort, when they. 
ſay, The Churches Teſtimony makes 

ic not Authentical and Canonical in . 


it ſelf, but, quo4d nos, in reſpeR to 
us, who cannot otherwiſe be aſcer- 
tained of its Divin? authority, 


| 3. I hope it will not be expeced- 
from me, that I ſhall prove the. 


Divine authority of Scri; cure ſo, as 


to ſilence all. Gain-ſayers, fince ro-. 
thing can be ſo proved as there will 


not be ſove to make excepilons. 


What can be more certain then Gods . 


Exiſtence 2 And yet. how many ace 


there who deny, or queſtion: 1:2 - 


Ch:iift came a Light into the World, 


and whac Chrittian dare ſay or think: 
he did not ſufficiently prove himſelf 
to be ( what he was) the promiſed. 
eMeſſias ? yet all-he could ſayor do.; - 


for--- 


am 


Fu 
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for that Purpoſe, was not enough 


ro ſatisfie the molt of his Country- 


men and Kinred, that he was the 
Lords Chrift, Al that I can rea- 
ſonably defign,, is to ſhew,. that 
Scriprure is a ſhining Lighe , that 
dcth ſufficiently prove it ſelf to be 


inſpired of God, though many have 


not eyes to ſee it, : 
4. It muſt be ſuppoſed in thi; Diſ- 
courſe, that as there is one living and 
crue God, ſo this God is to be ho- 
noured and adored by his reaſonable 
Creatures, with that ſervice and 
worſhip which may become his in- 
finite and moſt excellent Majeſty. 
Hence it cannot be denyed, that 
there muſt be ſome Revelation made 


by God himſelf, concerning that 


way of worſhip wherein he will have 
his Creatures to ſerve him, For who 


can know what pleaſes God , bur 


he himſelf, and they. co whom he 
makes known the good pleaſure of 


” tir will? 


Now ſuppoſing ſome Revelation 


of Godswill. in order to that ſervice 
which he will accept, and be well 


pleaſed 


a cos aA Y a. 
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pleaſed with, 1 may ask this Queſti- 
on, viz, If Scripture be noc this 
Revelation, where is it? And this 
will lie hard upon all who. acknow- 
ledge one only true God, that made 
Heaven and Earth, to ſhew. ſome 
other, and better manifeſtation con- 
cerning the will and wayes of God,: 
then what he hath made in his writ. 
ren word, Bur this is to be diſcuſs'd. 
hereafter; and for the preſent 1 am 
to ſhew how, and wherein Sctipture 
ſpeaks ic ſelf the word of God, and 
by conſequence the Rule of Baith, 
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Rational Grounds upon which Prote- 
ſftants are perſwaded, that Scrip= 
ture is Divinely znſpired. 


1, Here is nothing which doth 

' ſo fully and clearly,.ſo pun- 
Qually and perfectly declare - the: 
mind of God 1n all particulars, which 
concern his Glory, or mans everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, as Scripture doth, 


To enſg;ce this a lictle ; we readily: 
7 orant 
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orant the law of Nature to be a lighe- 


ſhewing us ſomewhat, yea very 
much of God, and concerning our 
Duty toivards him. Bur how imper. 
fe& and obſcure ischis light, in com- 
pariſon of that which ſhines our to 
us in Scripture? Scripture indeed 
doth nct contradict ic. How ſhould 
it ? Both are of God, and one Truth 
cannor poſſibly contradi& another, 
Nay further, as Scripture conſents 


co, and concurs With the light of | 


Nature, ſo ic reproves the negle&, 
and incites to a-due improvement 
of it, as might bz ſhew'd in many 
patticulars, if we were Pur to it. 
But how cim and dark is Natures 
l4-br, as to the way of reconciling 
the world unco God, when it teaches 
nothing at atl about 1c? The Hea- 
thens had their Offerings and Sacri-: 


fices to appeaſe their Gods, andin . 


theſe ( for ought any can ſay to: the 
contrary ) they had light from Gods 


people who had the Divine Oracles. 


But all thoſe Offerin-s of cheirs were 
lying vanities, becauſe they had not 
any the leaſt appredenhions of God 

m1ni- 
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manifeſted in the fleſh to be a Savi- 
our of ſinners, And what $06 Woo 
hath God made of his mind abt this 
oreat concernment, beſides what we 
have in Scripture ? did ever any of 
the Learned Heathens fo w_ as 
dream of ſuch a work, as Gods recon- 
ciling che world to bimſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt ? And yer Papiſfis (Ihbope) 
will acknowledge with ug, that be 
alone is the Mediatour of propitia- 
tion between God and man, 

Now how came we and they to 
know this great myRerie, if welearnt 
it not from Scripture ? And could any 
bur God revealittous? And ſince it 
is revealedin Scripture, havewe not 
reaſon to believe, that it was written 
by the finger of God? 

For the only way ofpurging ſin, 
and ſanAifying our finfull natures; 
«hit have any Heathens done by their 
temeſt improvement of their natu- 
ral light? They have indeed many 
of them commended vertue tothe 
$k'es, andexhorredothersto it, Bur 
what is that moral excellercy and 
perfeAion, which the as 
an 


Z (10) | 
andſcarned men of the world have 
laboggfd to promote amongſt men ? 
Is it not of a far inferiour nature, and 
| quite ano:her thing from that true 
holineſs which ts taught in Scripture ? 
For this I'refer the Reader to a lcars» 
ped Diſcourſe of the Divine autho- 
riry of Scripture, ( not long fince 
printed) and only ſay, though many 
Heathens by their nacura[light diſco- 
vered. many vices, to ſhun the pra- 
Riſe of them, and were ſober, juſt, 

and temperace in compariſon of 
others, yetall this moral righteouſ- 
neſs in them, was far (hore of Gods 
image, and the Divine nature Mm 
thoſe, who.are renewed by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and as different as a living 
man, and his ſtatue, or piAure, 
though drawn (as we ſay) to the life. 
And to piove this I ſhall only ſay, 
That true holineſs conſiſts eſpecially 
in the inward impreſſions and diſpo- 
fictions, which make a man meer for 
communion yyith God, and in the tn- 
clinations, and carriages of the ſoul 
towards God immediately, ſuch as 
meer Moralifts never knew, There's 
a 
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2 fountain 2nd root within, from 
whence ſprings all chat honeſty, and 
Incegrity, and purity which appears 
in the outward converſation, and all 
is from a mans being ingrafted into 
ChriR, and receiving from him a cons 
tinval ſupply of his Spirit. And this 
( Thope,) Papiſts will not deny, v:z. 
Thar all ſpiritual good is wrought in 
us by the Spirit of God. 

Now this way of holineſs bzing 
caught us in Scripture, we conclude 
Scripture to be wricten with Gods 
finger, becauſe no other then God 
could reveal ſuchglorious truths tous, 
Let ir be ſhew'd us, how theſe things 
came to bz written where we find. 
them, and who wrote them, if God 
did not. Once we think it a rational 
and unqueſtionable concluſion, That. 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, becauſe we find in 1t the only 
way of our acc2fs to, anJ acceptance 
with God, and the only way of puri- 
fying us ſo, as we may be meet for 
communion with him for ever. And 
why ? Even'becauſe God alone could 
reach us theſe things, which the 

"Ka tearts 


a $8, 
hearts of men or Angels otherwiſe 
could never have conceiv'd. 

All chis while we granr, that theſe 
things we:e revealed to ſome men, 
before they were recorded in the 
written word, But we expeR Papilis 
will not ſerd us to Revelations now 
adayes: And for any other way of 
knowing theſe myſteries, then by 
Scripture, we know none, and there- 
fore reſolve it is of God, and cannot 
be of any other, 

How much will this argument be 
enforc'd, when we further conſider, 
of many other particulars reveal'd ip 
Joh. 5.8. Scripture, which none but God coal, 
Tim 3.6, poſh know ? As that there arexhree 
Johe 1.14. chat bear record in heaven. That God 
F was manifeſted in ou: fl:ſh, ſo as the 
alone Mediatour was God-Man in 
one Perſon, Could any Creature de+ 
clire theſe, if ic were not inſpit'd, 
and tauthr of Cod? Again; How 
could any Creature come to know, 
how che world was made? or how 
could man come to know, how him- 
ſelf was firſt made our of the cult ? 
C:nthe creature remember the time, 
or 
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(13) | 
or know the manner of its own Crea- 
tion ? And where have we theſe but 
12 Scripture ? 

You will ſay, theſe andthe like are Ovef., 
r2veal'd in Scripture : But how doth | 
the argument hold good, thar the 
Scripture 1s of God, bzcauſe theſe 
things are revealed in it ? 

The argument is good, and cannot Sol. 
be otherwiſe accounted by any, that 
are-not profeſſed Antichriftians, be- 
cauſe they own theſe Revelations as 
Divine, and Heavenly Truths. For 
(1 ay again) ſeeing we have in Sctip- 
ruce the great concernments of our 
Ecernicy., and ſo many things paſt __. 
findipg out by any creature, we muſt 
of neceſſity own and acknowledge 


he MW God alone co have wii:ten this word. 
in W Nay Atheiſts chemſelves cannot bur 
c- WF know that they are duſt, . 
d, And now I ſhall enforce this, by 


w 8 ſhewing further, that Scripture can- - 
y, M not bethe work or invention of any 
wi Creature, either Angels, or Men, 


'£ood or bad. Good rren, or Angels 
would never deviſe ſuch things, and. 
ay they were of God; For that ooke 2 
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(14) 

be ſuch a belying God, as we cannot 
rationally belizve them capable of, 
Wicked men and Dzvils would never 
attempt any ſuch thing, as penning & 
publiſhing ſuch a Book which tends 
ſo much tothe exalting of God, and 
the abaſing of themſelves. This would 
have beento deſtroy, anJ overthrow 
all which they labour ſo much to up- 
hold. Hence we make this challenge, 
who it wasthat compoſed this Book 
( we call the Bible) if God did not ? 

If any objc&, thac it may be a cot- 
IcKion of many things made up out 
of the monuments of many ages: We 
may juſtly demand, what hands they 
were that compiled them, and when, 
and where they liv'd? If they lived 
in Moſes time, how could they wrire 
of the Kings? If in the times of the 
former Kings, how could they give 


an account of the latter? If in the 
- times of the latter, how came the 


diſperſed Fews to have. ſo many Co- 


'Pies of the Law of Moſes ? Ina word; 


ow could any man, or men write of 
ſo many things done in ſo many ages, 
ſo far diſtant one from another ?. or 
how 
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(15) 
how could any man give an account 
of what was done from the very be- 
einnivg, and before man was made * 
If icbe ſaid, that it isthe work of 
many in ſeveral ages, wedefire tobe 
ſatished, How all ſhould agree ſo ex- 
aly together? and who were they 
that compiled our Biblzs ? or how 
came they all co agree in calling it th2 
Word of God? CMahomer indeed 
compiled a Bock, which is to Tarks 
and others, as the £c:ipture is to us. 
For thoſe deJuded ſouls count the 
Alcoran their Rule of faith and man- 


 ners. And Mahbomet calls himſelf a 


great Prophet, and ſo bis followers 
account of him to this day, Bur what 
reaſonable man ſees not a bundle of 
fallacies and folites in that Book, 


which by its concraditions and ridi- 


culous relations, confutes ic ſelf with- 
out mare ado ? | 3 

There are many paſſages in Scrip- 0þ;. 
cure which ſeem to contradiQ_one 4 
another, There are ſo, bur rh-yuldns;: 
only contradictions, and are na 
indeed, And who are they whicl 
prehend ſuch contraciRions? are tk 
net 


(16) 
not commonly ſuch asare moſt izno- 
rant, or leal(t affe&ted to the Scr ip* 
ture? But the mutual conlittency of 
all thoſe paſſages may be ſoon found 
out by all that are intelligent, and will 
uſe- their diligence for chat end. And 
what if there wereſome paſſages to us 
irreconcilable, will it follow, 'they are 
ſuch in themſelves ? Surely-che gene- 
ral conſiſtency of Scripture with it 
ſelf mizhe be enough to perſwade us, 
Tacher to charge our tſclves with 12n&- 
rance, then co ſuſpeQ tr of any mi- 
| Rake. And here I cannot omit what a 
-. Good. Jearned man hath obſerved, wiz. 4 
(973 majeſtick kizd of ſecurity ( as le us 
1 pleaſed to ayes it) 14 the Scriptures, 
nnder maxy ſec ug { yea many (eem- 
mgly bold, and wrnturous,) contr a- 
diFtions, that yet retther the hoxour of 
their truth, nor that unity whych they 
have in , ard with hem{cluge, ſpall 
(as he ſaith) at all ſuffer by. Fob recon- 
A thoſe ſeeming contradiions, 
bt 'my work at preſent, Only 
give you one conſideration, 
h 1 find in the ſame Author, and 


it is this, Thar Scriptures do not ſtand 
to 


CHEF. 

to excuſe or purge themſelves, as if 
there were any cax{e to [uſÞcit them of 
any croſſucſs, or contrariety unto one 
another, No; They ſfeak frimplace to 
place, what they have 4 mud to ſay, 
with that liberty and freedom, as if 
there were nothing ſaid by thats el/e- 
where, that either was like to ſ»ffer the 
leaſt prejudice by it, or elſe to caſt the 
leaſt prejudice on it, They that have a 
mind to fatisfie themſelves further 
about this conſideration, may read his 
Diſcourſe of the Divine Authority of 
the Scriptures, Pag. 55, 56, Oc. _ : 
I ſhall adde for a further confirma- 
rion of Scriptures Divine Authority ; 
That whatever it hath forecold, hath 
been accordingly fulfilled, and that 
not as St1t-gazers Prognoflications, 
at random and adventure, but punAu- 
ally and preciſely in every particular 
circumſtance. So the New Teſtament 
confirms the Old, by ſhewing how 
what was forerold many ages, and 
ſome thouſands of years before, came 
co be fulfilled and accompliſhed in 
every particular, juſt as it was fore- 
told. Many things (ne-know) hy be 
OIe- 


(18) 
foreſeen in their cauſes, ſo, as intel- 
ligent and obſervant men may fore- 
tell them, as more then meer ſur- 
miſes or conjeures;z and the Devil 
(probably )can do very much this way. 
Burt Scripture foretells thoſe things 
of which no reaſon of-man can make 
any probable conjeQuure, becauſe as 
they are bigh and h-avenly, ſo they 
are purely contingent, depending 
only on the will and pleaſure of God, 


| and therefore the exa& performance 


of thoſe things in all particulars, is a 
flrong evidence to prove it wri:ten 
by the finger of God. And hence it 
is ſooften repeated inthe Nev Tetia- 
ment, | That it might be fulflled,C>c.] 

But bere is no warrant mote then 
Sctipture , whoſe a:thority is the 
thing that is queſtioned, 

1. We have the conſent and teſti. 


' .mony of an icnt Heathen writers, 


who have recorded and hinted many 
of thoſe particulars. Bztides 3 none 
of the Heathens ever contradicted 
thoſe Prophecies, or the fulfilling of 
them, as (for inſtance) our Savis 
ours Birth, Death, ReſurreAion, Go 

Though 


(19) 

hough queſtionleſs they would have 
done their utmoſt, had they not been 
ilenced by the notoriety of che e- 
ents, every way anſwerable to the 
predictions. 

2. What need we any more wit- 
neſles, when all that Scripture hath 
oretold, and declared as the counſel 
nd will of God, is alwayes fulfilted 
very day, as we may ſee with our 
yes. And this ſerves to confirm 
he Divine authority of 1c, That no 
ork of God is contrary to-his word, 
dr vaties from It in the leaſt, bur all 
is P:ovidencesof Mercy and Judge- 
nent, in all changes and chances, 
il anſwer his promiſes and threat- 
ings in Sctipture, Yea, the ſuff-r- 
n:$ of Gods Set vants ſhew as clearly 
$ any thing elſz, the fulfilling of the 
ricten Word, ſince nothing 1s ſpo- 
en of inScripeure more often, fully, 
rplainly. And here we may chal- 

nee che World co ſhew any partt- 
ular paſſage of providence, whioh 
ces not exaRly with what is reveal'd 
a the Word; and therefore we are 
onfdent of this conſent RW 

B the 


| (20) 
th--word, and works of God, ag 2 
t:ong evigcence-in the Caſe, For 
how impoſſible is ic that any one, or 
all men together, (ſhould pen a Book 
ſo preciſely an{Wetivg to all and eve- 
ry thing that happens in the World? 
What (1 pray ) hath happened to 
this ho!:r, whefeof an obſervant and 
knowing Ch:iſtian may not ſay, This 
15 no more then what was foretold, 
and no other then what God hath 
ſaid in his Word ſhould be ? Indeed 
Atheiſts and Epicures may dall 
awhile with Scripture , as they de 
with God himſelf, and count ſuch 
things as theſe of ſmall conſidera 
tion. But they of them who are yet 
alive might ſee, if they ſhut not thei 
eyes, how Scripture is continual 
fulfilling in their fellows; and hena 
ye are bold to queſtion them, ye 
and dare them to Thew, that God 
word bath not laid hold on ſuch 
they are, juſt ſo as is foretold 1 
Sc11ptuce, Oh! That theſe miſcreant 
would bur read, and obſerve Sctip 
ture ! ſurely then they would diſce 
what will be theic end, even the ſam 
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as of thoſe that went before them, 
And though God bath lefe himſelf a 
laticude inall tis providcncial diſpen« 
fations, fo as we cannoc preclicly 
reſolve in every pariicular concern- 
ins Wicked ones, . what ſhall befall 
chem on carth, yet eventhat latitude 
is hintzd, and waat Caſe is there 
wherein we are not provided for by 
Yome reſolu:ion of it in Scripture ? 
To inſtance yet again ; Whatdefign 
hath the Devil been "driving on 1n 
theſe lait aces of the World, for- 
troubling and diturbing the Church, 


or hindring the wark of God im and 


abour ir, "of which there'is not a 


'Prefidenr, or parzll:1 Inftance in 


Scripture ? Orc what diftreſſes, dan- 
gers and ſufferings: have ever attep- 
ded Gods reople, of which there are 
not ſom?, the fame, or like, to_be 
fourid ; upon recard inthe: written 
Word, that 'ſoall Saints even to 'the 
worſ:'s end, through. patience, ard 
comfort cf the Scriptures, might 
bave Hope ? And hence all char fear 
God have. this to. encourate: them,” 
chat theiftroubles are no more.chen 
B 2 what | 


| on 
what others before them have under- 
cone; and chat when 'cis at wWotlt, 
there will be deliverance and cnlarge- 
ment, as there hath been alwayes 
heretofore in the ſame, or che like 
Caſes. And hence alſo, they may 
challenge all thoſe who quarrel Scrip- 
tures authority, who, or where is be, 
that conceiv'd, and contriv'd ſuch a 
Writing, befide him who alone car 
foreſee, and provide againſt all 
events, though never ſo contingent 
and caſual > Ler Atheiſts then ſporr 


.themſelves as they pleaſe, and as . 


long as they can, their time is ſhort, 
and it will notbe long ere they come 
£o know, whether Scripture be the 
' word of God or no. Doubtleſs the 
continual fulfilling of Scripture in 
the courſe of Gods providence, is a 
ſingular good argumevr to any ſound 
Chriſtian, who can ſer bis ſeal to 
Scripture, and ſay, This is ſo, and 
: know it by what is co be ſeen every 

ay. 
Scripture ſhews ir ſelf the word of 
:God, in the mighty force and effi- 
.cacy of it upon the hearts c£ all men, 


- Some- 


ſe 
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Sometimes in caſting down, an © 


ſometimes again in comforting, an j 
lifting up. Yea ſtrange and wonder- 
full have been the effeRs of ic on the 
godly, and che wicked, as might be 
ſhewed by many Inſtances, but I may 
not enjarge my ſelf this way, nor is 
there need: more then co hint it, as 
an argument, and leave it to be con» 
ſidered of by ſuch as are ſober and 
perſwadable, All that 1 hall do 
more, is only to anſwer an objeRion, 
which is this, viz, That only ſome 
preciſe and over-nice People ſo con. 
ceit, as if Scripture could do-great 
matrcers : But others are not bound 
to a beliefof their fancies. Forthem- 
ſelves, they find no ſuch power it 
hath to wound, or ſearch their hearts, 
and therefore they believe no ſuch 
thing, as ſome talk of, about the force 
of Scripture Working upon the con+ 
ſciences, and diſcovering the hearts 
of men, 

They are not Phanaticks only who 
are ſo conceited of Scripture, There 
are, #nd have been many too well 


conceiced of themſelves, and who 
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had lictle regard either to the Scrip- 
cure, or him that (we ſay) penn'dic 
with his own finzer, which have 
found by experience the mighty force 
of it prevailing againſt ,' and over 
them. Bur 1 forbear Inſtances, and 
ſhall only argue thus. The corrupti- 
on of mans heart and nature running 
out in ſo many infinitely various 
wayes, 28 it hath and (111 doth, and 
£ cunningly hiding it ſelf ( as much 
as polhbly ) from the eyes of. the 
world, Howſhould the written word 
meet with it in all, and every of thoſe 
wayes, (as it doth.) if it:'were not 
of God, that alone ſearcheth the 
hearts? And whether it do, or no, 


we appeal to the conſciences of the 


moſt prophane ſcoffers, What is ir 
(ler them ſpeak) that bath many 
times challenged them for what they 
have done in ſecret, when no eye, 
but that of God, could fee them ? 
was it not conſcience within them? 
And could conſcience have thus 
challenged them, if there had nor 
been ſome Law whereon to dray the 
Inditment ? How could _—_ 

are 
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beart ſmice him for what no creature 
knows but himſelf, if his hearc did 
not know there is a Judgement, and 
a Soveraign power that 'Will call co- 
a account for the hidden things of 
darkneſs ? It mult be ſome ſenſe of 
a ſupreme Authority, that keeps the 
heart in awe, and cauſes it to refle&& 
ſadly upon its irregularities in ſecret ; 
and this ſenſe muſt ariſe from ſome 
manifettation, which hath bzen made 
by the only Law-giver, who ſearch. 
.eth the hearts. Men are never afraid 
of men for any thing, which ( they 
are ſure) can never be found our, 
or prov'd againſt them : Bur they are 
afraid of Gods geen which 
could nor be, if there were not ſome 
known Law that fiighred them with 
{:d expeRations ; and what Law can 
that be, other then what ve bave in 
Scripture? Now let them ſpeak 
(if any can) what it waschar ever 
enter'd into their hearts, whickehe 
written word cid not let them know, 
28 ell as they themſelves in every 
ci-cumſtance, if they pleaſe to con-. 
fider it, and compare all togerher.: 
B4 - And., 
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And let them ſhew roo (if they can) 


how the written word ſhould be - 
privy to all their inmoſt thoughts, I - | 
}f it were not penn'd by him that oy 


ſearcheth the hearts, and reins. has 
The wiſeſt of men could never frame , 
a Law to control more then the 
overt act. Bur this Law gives a 
check to mens inward thoughts and © ., 
lufts, when no a& appears, and , 
ſpies H2ll-fire 1n their faces for 
what no creature knows beſide D: 
themſelves. | , 

To diſcourſe it a litle farther, {1 
where 1s ſuch another Law, as that - 
of the Decalogue? or who but Gol I > 
could frame a Law ( all compriz'd 


in ten words) to order the hearts the 
and lives of all men in all aces to = 
the worlds end? A Law that dif- _ 
covers and condemns all cfences, i '** 
. In thought, word, and deed, and ne- = 
ver had, nor will have need to be fl? ” 
- alcered in any the eaſt tircle of ic. £;* 
And where do we find this Law? = 


Is ic not in Scripture? Ic 1s indeed 

ail of 1twritten in every mans hearr, mn 

- unleſs any pleaſe to excepr one 
| Com- 
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| (27) | 
Commandment in ir. But how'doth 
Scripture explain, and clear up thoſe. 
inbred notions of Religion, and mo- 
ral righteouſneſs imprinted in the. 
hearts of men ,. which otherwiſe 
would be very obſcure and uncertain, 
as they have been in all; or moſt of 
the Heathens > Thoogh-nature reach 
that there is a God, and he to be. 
ſerved, and worſhipped, yet Scrip- 
ture alone teaches the right way of 
Divine Service. And ic alone ſhzws 
us the right way of doing all offices: 
of love to men, ſo as'our charity and. 
rt2hceouſneſs miy bz more then an 
outſide ſhew of fair dealing, . when 
the iniice 18 nothing but hypocrifie 
and deceir. In one word, Scripture. 
alone gives us a Law that commands 
body and ſou], and therefore we have: 
cauſe to believe it a Law which God 
alone hath made. And if any proud 
and ſcorpfull men ſhall ſay, they 
xnow no ſuch thing, 1 can deny ic 
with more truth ,. then they can - 
affirm it, And affirm whar they will 
not be able codeny, when they ſhall : 
find it true by wofull experience on 
Bs thei 
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their death-beds, or before, ag others 


bave done. . 

I could here ( to prove Sc: iprures 
Divine autbority ) ask the reaſcn,why 
ſuch as are molt vicious and abomi- 
nab'e in their converſation, contrary 
to the rule of Reaſon, care ſo little 


for Scriptare, It it were the word 
of a man, or any creature, what- 


need they be afraid, or troubled 
about it ? For what were it more to 
them, then a Play-book, or a Ro- 
mance? certa'nly 'ctis not for no- 
thing, thar the vileſt of men care fo 
tictle for Scripture read, or open'd, 
and applyed. No ; Scripture ſearches 
their ſores even to the bottom, ard 
farther by far, then thzy have a mind 
to be diſcovered to others, or them- 
ſelves. And now let the world be 
judee, if the vileſt of men be not 
mofily the greateſi enemies to Scrip- 
'tTure, This 1s enough, if there were 
no more, to prove Scriptures deſcent 
and pedigree (as I may ſay) robe 
from above. 

Let me adde this to all the reſt, 
That a man may read a Aa 
diſ- 
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diſcourſe, or any Book that treats 
of any civil and worldly matters, and 
ncver be tempted, as men common- 
ly are abour Scripture, What's the 
reaſon ? and Why ſhould ic be thus? 
If 1 may judge, I muſt profeſs from 
my heart, I can think of none ſo 
probable as this, Thar Scripture is 
of God, For certain the Devil is 
(as 1 may ſay) tooth and naile againſt 
it; and tt it were of men, the Devif 
would cheriſh. (as muchas he could) 
the bzlicf of ic, becauſe ic were a lye. 
But noW, when all Booxsalmoſt are 
own'd and receiv'd under the names: 
of their reſpeQive Authors, it ſhews: 
Scripture to be of God, (whoſe 
name only o _ ) — _ 
is ſo much ado about the atthority 
of ir. chars | 
Another beame of light co ſhew: 
Scriptures Divine aothoricy, is 1t8 
Antiquity, bezo:dall Records chat: 
make the faireſt pretence ro lt, asy 
hath been ſhewed of tnoivon emmy 
err Scholar in his labours this way. 
The gray hairs ( as one faith) which,. 
are upoa the head of Scripture, ſhew 
it 


(30) 
it to be tht off-ſpring of the antient of 
dayes; and this writing hath the pre- 
emimency to be in thu reſpett, the firſt 
born of all its brethren, What Book 
dare to compare with it, as to Anti- 
quity ? And that not only as to the 
matrer, and contents which were in 
che mind of God from ecernity, but 
as to the writinz which now paſles up 
and down the world, and may be 
ſeen, and read of all. Ler the world 
ſhew, if it can, any Book of ſo long 
anding, as the five Books of 1oſes. 
Alas! The moſt antient of all the 
Antients are but novices in compa- 
riſon, and how uncertain and cc n- 
fuſed any of them are in their diſco- 
veries, 13 to be ſeen at large in the 
learned Author of Orzg. $:cy. above- 
ſid. Hath any given usan account it 
of the worlds Creation and bevin-}M 1 
Ing, ſuch as we have in Moſes 'l fl 
Surely any that will be at pains toffl t: 
*compare all together, will ſoon per-}W 5 
ceive the difference, and vote our ( 

O 

(s 
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Bible as moſt tranſcenJenr. To ſay 
- NO More, Unumguodgue ſapit an- 
thor:m; and Scripture in this is a 
re- 


| (-3r) 
reſemblance of God, who is call'd 
the antient of dayes, Yea, Scripture 
is in reſpe& of its contents eternal, 
as delivering to us the everlaſting 
counſels of God, What Book ever 
pretended to ſuch diſcoveries > Hea- 
thens have talkt ridiculouſly and ab- 
ſurdly enouzh of the fears, and f1- 
mous exploics of ſome of theirdung- 
hill Deities : But never any dreamt 
of their counſels, Whereas Scrip- 
ture ſhews us the only living and true 
God, not only in his etfe&s and pro- 
perties, but alſo acquaints us with his 
mind and will, as it was from all 
Erernity. Once the long ſtanding of 
Scripture ſhes, that it hath outſtood 
all cryals, whiles the world hath had 
ſo much opportunity to enquire into 
It, and prove ir-unſound, and vain; 
if it had not been far otherwiſe, Fo: 
Qill ic retains, and keeps up '1cs repu- 
tation, though there have bzen ſo 
many in all agzs, that would gladly 
(if they knew how) have faſtened 
on it abſurdity, vanity, or contra- 
diction, or any thing elſe, that their 
wit, or malice coulddeviſe. So mw 
. <C 
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Dan, 7, 
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. ſee in ic, as an experiment » how 
rruth is everlaſting, whiles mens opi- 
nions vary, and alter much; andas 


the leaves of trees ſpring, and flourith. 


awhile, and then fade, andfallcothe 
ground : Soa lyeisnever long liv'd, 
but as painc, or varniſh wears out, 


or. waſhes off, becauſe ic hach no 


ſubſtance to-uphold ir, But great is 
the truth, and ſhall prevaile, this 
rruth eſpecially, when Heaven and 
- Earth (hall fall, | 

And this argument hath thz more 
force, bzcauſe that Scripture hath 
met with ſo much oppoſition, and 
conquered notwithſtandino. For what 
elle bur an Almighty power co..1d 
preſerve it, when all the ungo-ly 
that ever were, could look upon ir 
no otherwiſe, then an Enzive fram *d 
ro batter, and overthrow -all their 
fleſhly, and filthy intereſts? And 
that is indeed the dcfizne of Scrip- 
cure, to throw down-the Kinzdome 
which Satan bath alwaies laboured to 
ſet vp to himſelf inthe world through 
the lults of Men, There are buc 
two patties in the world, wh.te-et 
men 
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men may dream, and of theſe, one 
is for Gods, and the other for che 
Devils Kingdome , and command. 
Now whiles all men are. by nature, 
and of themſelves addied ro the De- 
vils interelt in ſerving their own luſts, 
and the moſt are alwaes this way 
oiven, there muſt be more rhenan 
ordinary power to preſerve that do- 
arine, which cries down all ſinfull 
intereſts, and advances only theglo- 
ry of Chriſt in his Kingdome. The 
oreatelt work done by the doatrine of 
ChriRt, is the ſubJuing of mens-hearts 
and lives to the obedience cf che on- 
ly Lawgiver. But whiles itis a doing 
this work, italwaies meets with ma- 
ny and great diſadvantages from the 
world, that makes account to ſilence 
it quite, andeven ſwallowir up. And 
if it be confider'd what contrariety,and 
enmity is in the hearts of men agal-t 
this doQrine, and the weak, and con - 
temptibie means ic had to advance 
and promote it againſt that arm of 
fleſh which was lifted up agatoſt ic ; 
who can conclude otherwiſe, then. 
thi God alone was its ſtrength, and 
therein 


F 34 
therein ſhew'd himſelf the owner, 
and author of it? For the Pen-men 
and firſt publiſhers of ir, they were 
moſt of them of low eſtate and de- 
oree in the world, and had indeed 


nothing co prote& them, more then 


the ſhadow of th Almighties wings. 
And for thoſe who profeſt the do- 
 arine of Chriſt in Scripture, were 


chey not for the molt part of the- 


ſame rank and quality ? For the Pen- 
men, they never infinuated them- 
ſelves ro curry favour with any by 
goodly titles, or flatterices, as men 
commonly do that write by their 
own inſtin&. Nor is Scripture com- 
poſed ( as may be obſervd) as if it 
meant to take men with excellency 
of ſpzech, r mans wiſdom. Only 
(which is remarkable ) there is in ic 
a majeſly, and ic ſpeaks with a ma- 
jeftick aw hority, fucb as pretends an 
Author of it more then man, For 
ſuch as profeſſed the dofrine of 
Chriſt in Scripture, what reward had 
they in the world more then troubles 
and ſufferings, even to greateſt ex- 
tremity many of them, 

Now 
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Now who can look on theſe, who 
have bzen the inſtruments and means 
of propagating and promoting the 
doArine of Scripture, and nor pre- 
ſently bechipk himſelf of ſome hid- 
den inviſible power that upheld 
them, and che work they were in- 
eaced in? 

Let 1t be conſidered too, that thoſe 
poor ſouls who in all ages choſe to 
iuffer, rather then forſake the do- 
&rine of Chriſt taughr in Scripture, 
cannot be rationally ſuſpe&ed as 
pulley of a perverſe ſpirit, tranſport- 
ing them to maintain what once they 
had rakep up, though with the loſs of 
all chat was dear co them. For how* 
unlikely is ir, chac ſuch a multicude, 
at ſo great a diſtance, both in place 
and time, ſhould be all ſo unanimous 
( and that in cool blood, againſt ma- 
ny tzmpt-tions and entreaties to fa- 
vour themſelves ) in a deliberate re- 
ſolved laying down lives, and all, 
for a thing of uncertainty, yea for 
any thing leſs then the matters of 
their Erernicy ? Nothing elſe could + 
provoke, and put chem on to en- 
counter 
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counter thoſe hard trials of aflii- 
ons, but the faith they had 1n Scrip- 
ture-promiſes, and the fear of that 
word which threatens all wichout ex- 
ception. Promiſes ſuch as no crea- 
ture durſt to make, and threats of 
Judgement and vengeance, beyond 
all the power of creatures to inflict, 
Theſe- confidcerations ( and nothing 
cl;e ). could ivay them to hate Fa- 
ther, and Mother, and Houſe, and 
Lands, ye2,and their own Lives, ſee- 
ing they were not mad men, or ſuch 
as had caſ} off all natural affeRion to 
themſeives, or theirs, but held them 
dear and precious as theirown ſouls. 
Nothing for certain could put them 
upon ſuch h:zards and adventures, ji 
bur the impulſes oa ſpiric, which 
ſpoke and widte thoſe Scripture- 
truths as theip” greateſt and only cons 
ccrnments,/ 

And to reaſon no further; How 
credible is it, that God ſhould ſuffer 
the world to be ſo long abuſed, and 
deceived by a fardle of lyes fathered 
. upon himſelf? Queltionleſs, if Scrips 
| Lure be not indeed the very word of 


(37) 
od, it can be go other then th< 
pſt-pernicious and blaſphemous lye» 
ac ever was- vented by man or De. 
il, For ic-calls itſelf by che name of 
ods word, and avouches him the 
 Muthour of ir; and what can be ſaid 
ore falſe, and blaſphemous, ifit be 
3t what ut- -pretends to bz? And 
ould God ſuffer ſuch a lye to paſs 
rrant ſo long io the world to his 
i/honour, withour checking it ? 
Some Impoſures . haye prevailed Oby, 
r, and for a long time, ER 
They have,and itis confeſſed, and 99. 
Lubomets Alcoran may bean inſtance. 
ils. Wuc bow came that to ter place with 
d many?. was it not beaten(as I may 
y ) into mens brains with dint of 
word? Belſides,was it not a doqrine 
hat gain'd ir ſelf credir by gratifying 
ens filthy luis? Amvenge your ſelves 
ſaid he co his followers ) 4nd tak: as 
141) W118 4g you are able to keep. And 
hat hath. ſerved to ſpread, and pro- 
agate other devices. and inventions 
f men, /but.che crafe and ſubtlety of 
chas lay. jn; wait codeceive, or the 
uelcy of unteaſonable men thar 
| knew 
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knew the moſt of che world are wongÞ® 
co comply with that Religion, whichP"c 
complies moſt wirh their eaſe ani 
fleſhly intereſts? But the doAring 
of Chrit dehgns nothing but ſelfc 
niall, and to xtiwit doth moſt authe 
ricatively cafl both high and low, rid 
and poor, none excepted, no note 
the greateſt upon earth. Now th! 
a doArine which requires a man wit 
oreateſt importunity to ſubmit all by 
intereſts and enjoyments to the wi 
of God, and make performance as 
cordingly, whenever the glory 
God, or the good of men call for iy 
or give occafion of ir, ſhould ralg| 
place and prevaile, and that again! 
all means uſed for ſuppreſſing it, 1 
ſucha miracle of Divine providgenc 
as we may juſtly call ic a ſeale whic 
God hath ſet co aſſure us of Scripture 
Divine authority, We know we 
that any doQrine which ſutes with 
and will ſerve the lufts and inreref 
of-men, may eaſily find entertain 
menr. Burir is unconceivable, he 
a dorine of denying ſelf, and al 
thipgs elſe, even the moſt pleaſin! 
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corrupt and finfull nature, ſhould 


higÞreſerve and propagate it ſelf with; 


ur che help of ſuch an hand, as is 


rinWble co ſubdue all thiogs. Now 


cripture Was prepared and penn'd 
Or no other purpoſe, but to ſhew 
en the way of honouring God wich 
he ucmolt abafing of themſelves, 


Wod it is indeed che great Engine 


ieſWhat God uſes to the pulling down of 


Micovg holds in the hearts of men, 
iWod whatever 1s exalted in oppoſiti- 


Wn co the glory and government of 


eſus Chriſt in the world. And to 


2y No More of this; the word and 


&Wpicic of Chriſt, bave fubdued man- 
inMind co the obedience of his pame, 


Wo fac as the world is, or can be juſily 


alled and accounted Chriſtian. 

It were eaſie for me to multiply 
ouments in this kind, as ſo many 
vidences of Gods ſpeaking to us in 
2 Scriptures, But I ſhall forbear, 
nd proceed to ſomewhat that comes 


carer to the Queſtion concerning 


Mhe Rule of Faith. 


It is well known, chat this Que- 


: ion hath becn much diſpured be- © 


ween 
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tween us, and'our Adverſaries, fol n 
many years,” 'and that: two thing ( 
eſpecially hive been-inſifted on by v 
them , tro prove the S-:ripture nt 
competent Rule of Faith, viz. till f 
obſcurity, and the imperfeRion- offi © 
ic. In chis diſpute they have labour © 
ed to puzzle and plunge us, by pu © 
ting us to ſhew, hav Scripture proveiff © 
ir ſelf to be *( what we account ill ©; 
the Word of God. pf 
* 


To this we may juſtly think it 
ſufficient anſiver ro ſay, (as on 
yea many have ſaid long fince') chal ty 
1n. every profeiſion the Principles arlff p: 
indemonſ{tcable, afſented ro without th 
riſcourſe ; and the Scriptures are the 1c 
Principles of Chriſtian Relivion, an B 
therefore firſt we muſt grant hem lf of 
be the very Word of God; and th:iifff of 
ſay, they contain all points needfullif th 
to be kno'wmn. And fince Scriptut da 
avoucheth it ſelf ro be che wordd 
God, 2 Tim, 3.16. 2 Pet, 1. 20, 21. 
Luke T. 70. it is rational in-us ti 
believeic. Notwithſtanding our Ad 
verſaries are not ſatisfied, but' infif 
much-on this Queſtion, v;z, H 


ve 
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we know, that the Scripture, that 
ine ſaith it is the Word of God, is ſo if 
1 byſl very deed. 

ol To chis the Proteſtants: have long - 
chel fince anſwered , © That they know 
1-0 © chis firſt and principally by the illu- 
our © mination of Gods Spint, as the in- 
put * ward means, and then by the reſti- 
ov © mony of the Scriptures themſelves, ' 
© 11) © as the outward means ; and laſtly, 
© by the miniſtry of the Church indu- 

11 MF ©cing usto aflenc. | 
ON Here we ſay nor, that the certain- 
chal ty of the Scripture Is 'w: itren in any 
3 ar particular place, or Book of it, but 

10 the vertue and power thar ſheweth 
» chald it ſelf inevery line and leaf of the 
an} Bible, proclaimech it tobe the Word 
n FF of the eternal God ; and the ſheep 
hf of Chriſt diſcern the voice and Iighe 
thereof, as men diſcern light from 
darkneſs, and as children are known 
by their faces and favours , reſem- 
bling their parents. As the purity, 
and perfection of the marrer, and 
many particularselſe, ſome of which 
I have hinted before, and whoever - 
will ſee them mote fully; may find 

hee chem 


Pa 
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them in a large and learned difcourſe 
of the Divine authority of Scripture, 
which I name the rather, becauſe it 
1s a Book which che vulgar may bet- 
cer underfiand, then many others 
that handle this queſtion, 

Though the grounds I have hinted, 
and others which 1 have omitted, 
induce us ſtrongly to believe che 
Scriptures Divine authority, and we 
may count them ſufficient to fence 
us againſt the cavils of our Adyer- 
ſaries, yer 1t is one thing to anſiver 
che arguments of men, and anotner 
to (atishe the doubts and fears of out 
own conſciences, Therefore we 
{tand to this, That no man can be 
effecually perſyaded of the Scrip- 
cures authoricy (as he ought to be ) 
in order to a ſound and ſaving belief 
of the truths therein contained, un- 
leſs he be taught of God by the reach- 
ings of his Spirit, which alone teach. 
eth to know ſpiritual things in a ſpi- 
ritual manner. God (we ſay ) is 
the beſt witneſs to his own Word, 
and his Spiric the beſt .cal that can be 
Pur to it, In the Farticulars fore- 
mentioned, 


a 
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mentioned, and many others, we 
ſee evident tokens of God ſpeaking * 
to us in the Scriptures. But the 
faith that ſaves us, mult have this 
foundation, viz. Gods ſealing the 
cruch of Scripture by the ſpecial 
grace of his own Spirit ro our ſouls. 
And when this 1s done, then is a man 
fully perſwaded, and confident in- 
deed, ſo as he can ſay, ( and ſwear 
too if there be need) the doRrine 
of Chrilt in Scriprure, 1s that which 
God hath revealed, tolead and guide 
me to my happineſs 1a the enjoy- 
ment of God for ever. Then, and 
not before, a man hath comfort and 
peace in b:lieving, having not enly 
a erant of erernal life, but the great 
ſeal of the Kingdom of Heaven pur 
to it. Such a man ſo aſſured, and 
ſealed by the Spicir, ( unleſs in a fic 
of rempration ) never troubles him- 
ſelf about this Queſtion, whether 
Scripture b: the Word of God? His 
trouble is moſt about his own deceit- 
full and unbelieving heart, chat he 
can truſt God no better, when he 
hath ſo good ſecurity for all that is 
C necd- 
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needfull in order to his happineſs, 
He never thinks ( what ſome have 
ſaid) that the Scriptures have been 
corrupted, and are not what once 
they were, He knows that Gods 
Word is pure, and perfeR, and is 
only croubled ar the corruption « 
his own heart. Papitts (to ſhey 
what good will and reſpes the 
have ro Scripture ) have a longrtim 
been quarrelling it, as if ſome pariif 
of the Canon were loſt ; and ſome 
of ours ſeem to yield ſomewhat te 
this, thinking no prejudice to com: 
thereby to ic, But others conceive 
that no part or member of Scriprur 
that ever was Canonical, is let, þ 
that we have itas whole and com 
Pleat as ever it was, Indeed (a 
one ſaich ) 1f any Book were loſt « 
thoſe which were comimendedto tit 
whole Church, it muſt argue a trang 
con(Pt:acy of this whole Church 1 
careleſineſs and negligence, ſuch 
1s not lightly incident to this gen 
rationof men, We grant, that ſon 
particular Churches, and ſingle pet 
ſons have doubred ſome parts 

Scrif 
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—{ctipture, now generally acknow- 


2doed, for Canonical. But we deny, 
hat the whole Church hath evec_ 
Joneany ſuch thing, As for the old 
eltament , Who can juſtly ſuſpe& 
he Fews for corrupting them, when 
heir zeal for them, even almoſt to 
perſtition, hach ben ſo natorious 


th alf ages, and is ſoltilleven to this 


y? Our Saviour blamed them 


Wach, and often fot their vain Tra- 


tions, but never. (pake one: word 
out their corcuptivg the Scripture, 


Which ( queſtianleſs ):he would bave 


ang 
ch1 
cha 
en 
{on 


; pet 
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dne ( had there been cauſe ):Gnce 
as a matter of ſueti high concern- 
ent. And ifany badattempred ir, 
had been impoſſible for-chem to 
ompliſh-ic, when there were ſo 
any Copies diſperſed in all places 
d Countries ( which were many ) 
:rein the . Jews dwelt, If any 
reticks had ieflayed it fince the 
w Teltament was Written, how 
uld one party have obſer ved ano- 
r,and ſo prevznred the deſign ? 
dto/ſay.no more ; it is impoſlible, 
:(s we imagine thitallandev.ry 
C3 - one 
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-one who had a Bible, (h6uld at once, 
with one conſent, in all places of the 
world, reſolve to corrupt thole anti: 
ent Records commended to mankind 
as the Wordof God. To clear this 
further, ( baving inſecced ic here oc, 
cafionally ) The Scripcures have beciffff , 
written 4n parchmetit and paper wy; 
Which are things periſhable, and {fl . 
are ſubjeR ce the injuries of time, 
But. who knows nor-the different 
that is- berween the Word of God 
. and the paper, and parchment, an 
ink-which have been uſed copreſen 
andconveigh/itro us > Gods Wo 
muſt and ſhall Rand, when all chef 
parchments and paper Records (h 
be no more. And whatever alte 
tion there hath becn, we ſtand toi 


that the Records we have to thlN;; 
day, have in them all the mind: ns 
God neceſſary to be known in ord are 
to-our ſalvation, They who mtiſeye, 
rain a Reli-ion that cannot be maW ſei, 
. £00d by Scriprure, may well quarffand 
It, as they have cauſe. But all vis 6 
belicve it as they ought, know Wcje, 


Much efficacy in ic, as they will x 


\ 
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eafily heed ſuch flim-flams, as 1ome. 
now adayes are buzzing into peoples 
ears Alas! poor fouls that have 
taſted how gracious the Lord is in his 
Word, have an argumenc which all 
the worid carr never anſwer cochem, 
"Wl whatever it may do to others, Theſe 
men know, and are ſenſible of a lighe 
wichin them, and that it 1s of God, 
and they heed an1 attend it, Bur 
they know roo, that Scripture is a 
W far more glorious light, ſhewing them 
the way of life by Faith is a Saviour 
who is the Son of God, And this 
lizkt ſhewing the only way of life, 
Y they find ſo to perfeR all che natural. 
lighc in them, as they are the more 
confirmed in the belief of Scripture- 
Revelations. For no man ever de- 
nyed the principles of Reaſon and. 
Nature to be the impreſſions of God, 
os Atheiſts, of which there 
are ſo many now adayes, Hence 
every civil and ſober man conſiders 
Y ſcriouſly, how the light of Scripture. 
and Nature agree, and that the one 
is ſuperadded, .not te eclipſe, bur to 
clear the. other, by a more glorious 
C3 diſcge 
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diſcovery of grace and mercy in 4 


Medigtour, for pardoning and pur- 


ving all fin, which elſe could never. 
have been. He is therefore the 


more perſwaded of Sc:iptures de- 
ſcenr from God, as a light f:om 
Heaven, to give a ſuftre to the more 
obſcure Principles of Nature and 
Reaſon within him. 

What ſhall I ſay? Gods word is 
Known, as his work is known, And 
how is that? Even becauſe none can 
do as God doth, He works like 
himſelf, ſo that any man may ſay, 
- when he looks on Gods work, Here 
| 1s the finger of God; Dext. 3. 24. 
Fs not every work of God ſuch as no 
creature can do the like? And ſuch 
is every word that God hath ſpoken, 
as any man that hath reaſon may ſay, 
This 15 the voice of God, and not of 
man. Who can thunder with a voice 
like him? ſo we may fay of Sctip- 
ture, Who but God could {ek ſuch 
things, or in ſuch a manner ? Never 
214! ſpake like this man, (aid the Offi 
| cers who were ſent to apprehend 
' Chriſt, John 7, 46. ſo ſay we, Never 
any 
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any creature did, or could ſpeak as 

A Scripture. And therefore we believe 
it to be che Word of God. 

Now being thus perſwaded, we 
inferr (what we think will unavoid- 
ably follow ) that Scripture is the 
only Rule of faich, For ler Papif's 
ſay what they can, the Rule of faith, 
and manners ton, can be no other 
then that Revelation which God. 
bath made of his mind, and will for 
rhat end. What ! ſhall man, orany 
creature preſcribe what we are to b2- 
lieve concerning the matrers of God? 
It is againſt all common ſence, and 
reaſon ſo to imagine, 

Buc I ſhall diſpucethe caſe in-two- 
conſiderations, whereof one Is ta- 


WW -\ 


"> ken from che nature and qualicy of 
5 a Rule, the other from the Office, 
bn and work of faith, Bhs 


Firſt, a Rule, as ie regulates or 


F ; bim char uſeth ic, ſo ir ſwaies and 
.- {<ommands the things thar are regu- 
5. W/ared by ir, char theyRand, of fall, 
iq [*'< allowed, or rejected as they are: 


conformable to it, or otherwiſe, And : 
this holds good in.every Rule, whe- 
oe 0 eel 'ther 
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ther properly or improperly ſo cal- 


Sol. 
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led. The ſtandard of all weithrs, and 
meaſures hath (as may ſiy ) anav- 
thority toallow, or lay aſide all other 
we'ghts and meaſures that do not ex- 
aQly anſwer toir, And ſo 1s Scrip- 
ture a Rule of faith, becauſe it ſhews 
what is ro be believed, and what 
not, But here I muſt prevent, what 
will be cb;e&:d by Papiſts, viz, 
That Scripture is no compleat Rule, 
bur ſome things are neceſſary to be 
believed, which are not contained 
in it, 

2, That Popery. hath many ſuch 


ms py Wu wy ov A wc. .c 
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things 28 are notin Sctiprutre, we be- - 
eve. Butcherefore we reje& them; h 
becauſe to make Scripcure a Rule © 
ns. compleat, is indeed ro makeitf} © 
none .at all. Who ever heard of iffl © 
Rule, that was not uſfhcient to re- th 
oulate all things for which i: was in- 
rended ? or if there was deviſed ſuch 
2 Rule, whocan be ſo unreaſonable, Hi 
asto call or count itſo ? ſurely Ma- ſh 
ſons and Carpenters make uſe of n0 ri 
Rules bat ſuch as will ſzrve to mea- = 
{ 


ſure all the work which they take in 
hand. 2, Whereas 


. (52) Ou 
2; Whereas they ſay that God. 
bath lefr ſome things unwriceen to- 
paſs from hand to hand by Traditi- 
on, Who ſhall. believe this? more: 
then what the, Jews have ſaid along 
time, and for many ages, that 110- 
ſes had ſome commands given- him 
:0 be written, and- others to be de- 
lvered from Father to Son by word 
cf -mouth ? Alas ! we. know what 
account our Saviour made of their: 
oral and pragical Traditions, -which 
he calls vain, and ſo may we jultly- 
account of thele.  Qur Saviour cal- 
led the Fews to Search the Scrip- Joh. 5.36: 
tures, and condemned all their Tra- Mark 7 7 
ditions. And why may not we take © *- 
the ſame courſe and ſay To the Law, 
aud to the teſtimony, if they peak not 
accordirg to this Word, it is becauſe, 
there us no light in them, Iſa, $: 20. 

3. Let Popiſh Traditions give as 
much evidence for their deſcent from 
Heaven, as Scripture doth, and ws 
hill embrace both - atike, . B:c in - 
this caſe we ſay, as the F-we didin 
another, me khzow that God ipake - | 

. ohn #45 
#uto Moſes, But for this fellow, we',,. _ *_ | 
C2; Raw. 
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know not whence be «6 We knowby 


the' Contents and matter of Scrip- 
rure, the Majeſty of the diſpenſati- 
on, the power it hath upon conſci- 
ence, the certain fulfilling of all the 
Prophecies to a tittle, and many ©- 


ther tokens, and teſtimonies of God | 


ſpeaking in ir, that it isthe Word of 
God, and no other. When Tradi- 
tion can produce ſuch, and the like 
evidences, we may haply attend it 
more then we have done. In the 
mean while, we are at a loſs, and 
cannot belizve che written Word of 
God, and unwritten Word (which 
Papiſts coung ſo much of ) to be of 
like authority , becauſe one contra- 
digs the other in many particulars, 
To inſtance ; Scripture ſhews a 
communion in both kinds ſo inflitu- 
red,a$ is to be ſeen inall the Evange- 
lIie,.and ſo adminiſtred in the Chur- 
ches, 1 Cor, 11. 23, &c. according 
ro the firſt infiitutrion. Bur Papiſis 
eve onlybread to the Laity, after che 
Tr2ditjon which they have a while 
received. Here is a manifeſt contra- 
' diction of Scripture by PraQical 
Tradition, And 


C32) 
And' ſo there is in forbidding 
Prieſts marriage, .which Scripture al- 
lows, as honourable amerg all men, 
excepting none, Heb. 1 3.4. and raxes 


e Il the prohibition as a departing ffoitt 

- 8 the Faith, &'c. rx Tim. 4.1,9.. | 
: = What ſhould I mention abſtii- + / 
: 4 


nence from meats; having publick 
Divine Service in an unknown 
tongue; worſhipping God in, and: 
before an Image, and' che like > If 
theſe do not contradi& Scripture,.. 


d I there are no things contradictory to 
of I be found upon earth, Yea, worſhip- 
b WW ping God in an Image, is againſt the 
ot 0 light of nature, if the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


truth, Roxy. 1. Ig, 20, 21, &c. And 
particularly wer/, 25. it is plain, that 


2 if the Heathens Idolatry was ſerving 
u- Wl the creature with the Crea' or. 

e- BW - Toreturn where we were before ; 
1r- 8 we call Scrivture a Rule of Faith as it 


reveals the Truths of God, and com- 
mands our b2lief. For if we had not 
ſuch a Revelation of Gods will in' 
Scripture, we kn: not where rolook 
forit. And they who queſtion us , 
about rhis, ſhould do well ro ſhew us 
: ano” hr 
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another Revelation of Geds mind 
then what we have in Scripture. For 
as we bclieve in God only, ſo we ac- 
knowledge no. other to have domi- 
nion over our Faith; and hence we 


can acknowledge no Rule of Faith, 


buc what God bimſelf hath made. 
For certain, what is the Rule, muſt 
be the Law of our belief, and who 


can make a Law of this nature bur 


God only? And this I lcave to be 
tryed by the Law of Reaſon, whether 
any thing can be the Law of Faith, 
that is not a Law of God? What! 
ſhall men, or any creatures preſcribe 
us What we are to believe concern- 
ing God ? Iris unreaſonable ro ima» 
vine if, And then ler it be further 
conſidered, if the Rule of Faith, and 
the Law of Faith, be nor all one. 
For it 1s nor poſſible to prove that 


ro be che Rule of Faith, which doth | 


not command us to believe, preſctibe 
what is tobe believed, and ſecure is 
of the promiſed eood, viz, eternal 
life upon our believing, as we arc 
commanded, 

And this leads us to our ſecond 
Argus» 


2 wy Fo, a» A #3*©@ .,qa © aw iu. .i..c.coc .T or . 


C88) 

Argument, from rhe. Office and 
work of faith ; which is ſuch a be- 
lieving God in revealed Truths, as 
leads us to our bliſs, There is a 
faith that ſaves nor (as all grant). 
and I need not ſhew what it is. But 
we mean a true faich, or a ſincere 
and ſaving faith, and this being un- 
deniable, let it be'confidered, How 
any thing. can be the. Rule of this 
faich, beſides Divine and ſupernatu- 
ral Revelation, Bur of this ve may 
take more notice hereafter. 

In the Interim, we appeal to the 
conſciences of all ſober men, whe- 
ther we- are not rational in making 
Divine Revelation to be the Rule 
of Divine Faith. For ſure footing 
to our faith, we hope we have it, 
where alone it is to be had. And this 
willappear more plainly, in the di(- 
courſe of the Queſtion, Whether 
Tradition, the Churches Teftimony, 
or any thing of that nature, 1s, or can. 
b: the Rule of Faith, 


The 
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The ſecond Part. 


Wherein is debated this Que- 
ion, viz. Fhether Tradition, 
the Churches Teftimony, or any 
thing beſides Scripture, is, or 
can be a Rule of Faith? 


the Nzgative, and ſay , That 
Scripture alone 1s, and Traditi- 
on cannot be a Rule of Faich, 

And now I muſt firſt ſhew, what 
Papiſts mean by Tradition. Net 
(as they ſay ) he Doftrine delivered, 

- But @ delivery down from hand to 
." >hand (by words, and a conſt at cour[e 
of frequent and v1/ible attions confor- 
mable to theſe words) of the ſenſe, 
and fuith of Fore-fath:rs, This they 
call Oral, or PraRical Tradition, and 
this they would have to be. the only 

Rule of Faith, For they charge .. 
Scripture with imperfeRion z - 
"ob- 


Tt this Queſtion Proceſtancs hold 
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obſcuricy, and affirm it to be no com- 
perent Rule, as being not evidenc, 
or certain 1n it ſelf, and therefore not 
ſufficient to aſcertain others. Hence 
they ſpeak of Scripture, as a Rule re- 
gulated by Tradition, which is indeed 
to ſay, it 1s none at all ; and this they 
avouch ſome of them in expreſs 
rerms before all the world. 

Now if we Proteſtants are once 
comfe'l'd to let goall Scripture au- 
thoriry in matters of Faith, I know 
nothing we have to do more, then 
burn our Bibles, and as faſt as we can; 
turn Roman Catholicks, Papiſts do 
aot- indeed ſay ( as far as I know } 
that Scripture is not of Divine In- 
ſpiration. But theyſay plainly, thac 
the doarine of Scripture cannot be 


Scripture, and what not, Yea, they 
ſay expreſly, Tradition is a compe- 
tent, Rule, and Scripture. is nor, 
Now in this we cannot: yield to 
them, and we have this argumeng 
for our-diflent : Tradition by their 
own 


\ 


aſcertained to us, without Tradition 1; 
and ſo Tradition 1s the Rule ruling 2 
as ic aſſures us what 1s Canonical **#* 


(C58) : 
own conceſſion is bur a certain way 
of delivering down the Faith, and 
can be no other at moſt, and that it 
is ſo much, we-cannot yield. Burt 
ſuppoſing it only, we ſay, therefore 
it cannot be the Rule of Faith, for 
it only delivers down to us the-Rule, 
And if any think this reaſon weak, 
ler him take notice of this alſo to 
back it, that Tradition is but an hu- 
mane Teſtimony, and cannot there- - 
fore be a Rule of- Divine Faith: . 
What ! - The Faith Divine, and the 
Teſtimony received by it humane !: 
What reaſon is in this, let any 
reafonable man judge. I need ſay 
no more. | | 
Nor will ir help in this caſe co 
alledge the ſupernatural aſſiftances 
.-:2-%.0f the Holy Ghoſt. For our argy- 
>. - ment is, That our Faith is as the 
-3-" Teftimony received by it. If there» 
fore the Teſtimony be humane, the 
Faith is ſuch; and where are we then? 
Is our Faith in God { that muſt ſave 
our ſouls) only an humane, and not 
a Divinz Faith ?. who ever heard ſuch 
thipgs. as theſe? -If ir be-ſaid again, 
| That - 
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That this humane Teſtimeny ſerves 

co aſcertain us of the do&rine of 

Chriſt, even ſq it cannot be the 

Rule, for ic is of men; and ir muſt 

be ſomewhat of God ( whatever it 

be ) that is the Rule of Faith in God. 

F.r I may juſtly queſtion in this Caſe, 

In whom do we believe to the ſaving 

of our fouls? Surely no man will (a 

other, then that we b:lieve in God. 

Well; and if we belicve in God, ic 

mult be becauſe of ſome Revelation 

he hath made of himſelf, and this | 

can be no other, then his promiſe in 4 

Chriſt of grace, and pardon to poor Gs 

ſinners. Thw « the Teſt amen), 07 xJoh,s-t! 

Record, That God hath given to ws 5 
: eternal life, and thu life us in his Son. 

And this is the Teſtimony we receive 

by Faith, and ſo our Faith is Divine, | + 

If we receive the Teſtimony of men, - \+; 

our” Faith is only humane. This 

CI ſay again ) is our argument, That 

our Faith being Divine, the Teſti- 

mony received by it is ſo alſo. And 

therefore we receiving only che Te- 

ttimony of God by Faith, ir cannot 

be reaſonably imagined, that our: 

| Faith 
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Faith ſhould have its foundation, and 
ſure footing in any thing of man, 

But bere they ferch in the afſi. 
ances of the Holy Ghoſt, bur ro 
litcle purpoſe,ſeeing thoſe afhitances 
are yielded us molt likely to help us 
in believing the Word of God, and 
not the Teſtimony of men. And 
may not Proteſtants more rationally 
by far ſay, they believe the Scripture 
by the periwaſions of the holy GhoR, 
then Papiſts ſay, that Tradition re- 
ceives incomparable firengch by the 
ſupernacural aſſiftances of the ſame 
holy Ghoſt ? ſurely if God have, 
made any Revelation of his minde 
and wilt, his Spirit moſt likely will 
belp us to believe it, much rather 
then any thing elſe. Hence it is, 
that we care 9 little for Tradition 
becanſe ic is the reitimony of men z 


Fot we have no faith to ſave us, bur ' 


faith in God, and know nor how we 
can havefaith in God, but by recei- 
ving the Teſtimony, which he him- 
ſelf bath given, 

When Papifts attribute ſo much 


to Tradition, for aſcertaining Scrip- 
cure, 
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core, we cannot yield cothem in it; 
becauſe we believe that God ſo 
ſpeaks to men, as they may know 
that it is he thac ſpeaks, If he do nor, 
it is becauſe he will not, or b:cauſe 
he cannot. That he cannot, no man 
can ſay without blaſphemy. To ay 
he will not, is licele better. Far he 
bath not ſpoken in ſecret, bur open- 
ly, and plainly, ſo as they ro whom 
he hath ſpoken, have known certain- 
ly, ic was the Lord that ſpake to 
them. And chigis indeed the Spiric 
of Prophecy, not only to decluec the 
will and minde of God, but to aſcer. 
ain thoſe unto whom it was decla- 
red, that it was ſo. And ſuch is 
Scripture, v4. a Revelation of Gods 
will ſo made, ay men may know that 
God hath ſpoken. Wherefore though 
' Papiſts ſay of Scripture , as the Jews 
aid of our Saviour, Th beareſt re- 
cord of thy ſelf, thy record is not true, 
We anſwer, as Chriſt anſwered for 
himſelf, Though it bear record of it 
ſelf, yet irs record is true. For asit 
was the will of God that men ſhould. 
underfiand his mind, ſo he ſpake:in ** 7, 
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ſuch a manner, as they might know 
12 was God that ſpake, and not min, 
or any creature. For what can be 
ſaid or thought more unworthy of 
God, then that he hath ſpoken to 


men but in ſuch a-manner, as he can-* 


nor be underſtood, unleſs there be 
ſome other to afcertain them, it 1s he 
that ſpeaks ? we can ſpeak to one a- 
nother, either by word or writing, 
fo as to know who ſpeaks, as well as 
what is ſpoken. But God ( it ſeems 
co Papiſts ) muſt have ſome others to 
paſs their word for him, before he 
can have any credit with men. 

And what is it, that muſt aſcer. 
tain us, beyond. all further queſtion, 
that Scripture is the very Word of 
God ? Only Tradition, or the Teſti- 
mony of the Church in all ages ſuc- 
ceflively conveying down the faith 
once delivered by Chriſt and his A- 
Poſtles, 

For the ſatisfation of thoſe who 
. need, or defire it ; ye ſhall inlarge 
1n our anſwer, yer not to exceed the 
bounds of our intended breviy. 

7, We acknowledge, That the 


Church. 
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Church is bound co giveteſtimony to 
Scripture as the Word of God, and 
that the true Church hath ſo donein 
all ages, we Proteſtants do believe. 
But we ſay withall, chat che Church 
is only an outward inſtrument or 
means in giving this teſtimony, and 
hach no authority ( ſuch. as Papiſts 
plead for ) cr dominion over our 
faich, Woeareſo far from making ic 
the Rul- of faith, as we ſtand to affirm, 
we do not beiieve the Scripture be- 
cauſe the Church faith it is the Word 
of God, bur we believe ir ſuch for its 
own nd che Spirics teftimony,though 
no men bear witneſs to it. For what 
is the Church (make the bet of it ) 
bue a company of men ( more or 
leſs) thar believe the dodrine of 
Chrit? And where had theſe men 
this do&rine ? Or how, came then 
by ic? Had they ir not 1nSeripture? 


. Chriſt indeed-delivered it, by word - 


of mouth, and by his Spirit to his- 
Apoltles, and they preached this 
doarine, But ( I hope) Papiſts will 
not ſay, Thatthe new Teftament was 
not penned by the Evangelifſts and 

| Apoflles ? 
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Apoftles ? or that the next Church 
received any do&trinc, other then is 
therein recorded? ſo we are come 
to the very foundation of the Church, 
ſuch as is mentioned Epheſ, 2. 20. 
The Church is founded upon Scrip- 
rure, and not Scripture upon the 
Church. Indeed a Church i; no- 
thing 'but a company of men, that 
believe Scripture, and make it the 
ground 'work of their Faith. And 
, Io is it diſtinguiſhed from all other 
ſocieties. "The Church did nor make 
or frame the Scripture, bur received 


it made rezdy to their hands. God , 


\ had his Secretaries, 'who Wrote his 
wills and commands, and to the 
obedience oof rhefe men have 'been 
cafled, 'and ſuch as fubmirced, and 
camein, have been rhe Church in all 
ages, Hence the Church (we ſay) 
barh morE need of Scriptures reſt 
mony, then Scripture hath of the 
Churches; and accordingly, Prote- 
tants judge 'of the Church by Scrip- 
ture, and' not of Scripture by the 
Church, Queſtionleſs, when God 
ſhall judge all by rhe. Man _— - 
| | at 
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hach appointed, he will cry all 
Churches and men by his own Laws. 
And where thoſe Laws are, we leave 
Papiſts to enquire? For we know 
none, bur ſuch 4s we find in Scrip- 
ure, | ; | 

They tell us.a very fair cale of the 
infallibility of Tradition, How im. / 
poſſible ic is that the firit Church, 
which received the dodtrine of Chrift 
from the Apoſtles, could be ſo un- 
natural, as wittingly to hide ic, from 
poſterity, and deliver over to the 
next generation ſuch lyes as would 
unavoidably damn them. 

Now we ſuppoſe (as well as they) 
that all Parents, and Progenitors, 
have ſo much natural affection, as 
not to procure Willingly, or witting- 
ly the damnation of their Children. 
But this will not prove ( ſay we) 
Tradition tobe ſo infaflible, as they 
would have ir. . For Tradition, or 
delivering any matter from hand ro 
hand, by wordof mouth, is and muſt | 
be uncertain, yea, and ſoon fail, if 
there be nor ſome Records where- . 
upon to botrem it, And for this we 

- deſire 
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- defirethem'coconſider, That though 


in the firſt ages, God was pleaſed to - 
lethis willbe made known from Fa-  , 
ther to Son, after he had once de- I | 
clared and revealed it, yer God did 5 
not leave all to Tradicion, but ever pe 
and anon renewed the Revelactiong Na 
of | his will, as occafion required, i 1, 
And this he did, when thoſe Pacri. NF |. 
archs lived ren times ſo long as any I, 
have ordinarily lived for very many  c- 
ages, And when afterwards Abra-  -., 
hams ſeed was grown into a multi- WY |, 
rude, it ſeemed good co the wiſdom F : . 
of God, to have the 'lively Oracles N__. F 
enrolled and committed to wiiting, ©, ; 
Hence we'think ic rational to cons _ 
clude , that God choughr his will 65 
written to be more infallible and by 
certain, then as delivered by word of £3 
mouth, from hand to hand. Once. A ; 
we are ſure, That whiles the mind of : . 
God was delivered without writing = 
It, all che world was corrupred, fo as = 
all fleſh had perverted their way in G q 
the times of Noah. They had all of "s 


chem at firftthe doarine, which God 
tevealed to Adam, and how came 
| | © el 
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they to be corrupted as they were, if 
Tracttion canner poſſibly fail > Or 
how came the world after the Flood 
to b2 filled with Idols, ſo as Abr ahem 
muſt be called out from the poſtericy 
of Shews, whoſe 'poſtericy had rhe 
tive Religion delivered ro” them? 
If Tradition be ſo faichfull in the de. 
livery of what is: commitred to it, . 
we wonder how true Religion ſhould 
fail ſo ſoon, an1 that not among a 
few, butall che world over. 

When it is ſaid, "That ſome Here- 
ticks have riſen from time to time, 
and theſe following their: own luſis, 
and humours, and Intereſts, have 
perverted, and drawn alide others, 
we grantic., Bur we ſay coo, That 
no: a few, or a ſmall party,' but mul- 
ticu/es have been corrupted, as once - 
it was, When all che wo:Id wond:red 
toſceirſelf eArian, Not to men-' 
tion thz times of Noah, and Elijah, 
which are famous for a general Apo- 
ſtacv, W2 ask, How all ſrae! came © 
be corrupted atter- Foſhnz, and the 
Judg-s that out-Jived him ? Yea, how 
he Body of that people were cot- 

/ I ruzted, 
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Tupted, even while /ofes was alive, fa 
and-upon all'occaſions curning them. i © 
ſelves to Idols? And how came the if fc 
Jews in our ,Saviours time'to bavefſ *l 
ſo many Travitions, not ouly bez-J 1D 
ſides, but contrary to: the written P! 
Word ?. Now:the force of our argu-}j ®! 
ing lieth in this, -That norwithRand. ſ 35 
ing Tradition, and a Written Word OL 
roo, for ſome thouſands of years paſ;, iſ fo 
the generality and whole body of Þ 
people, who. bad the mindof Godffſ © 
. revealed to them, have been corrup-iſ 1 
tedand perverted, And when it iff th 
thus, what: credit is to be giventoſfſ k 
Tradition > Or what ſhall the Fl //- 
- thers deliver over to their Children ſſl *P 
other then they themſelves have re Ct 
ceived, belicved, andpracied ? Wilſ fo 
cannot enough wonder at Papilis ar Pre 
Suings in this kind. And therefor '* 
defire to be reſolved in ſome parti Bu 
.culars, ere we can yield ſo much if #5 
Tradition as they would have us. un: 
..- I. We would kiow who thei 92: 
| Foref: thers were, that have ſo carfÞ 2 © 
fully celivered over the doQrine © — 
c 


Chriſtin all ages, For our Fore 
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fathers afcer the fleſh, till this-and 
the laſt age, we know (andare ſorry 
for it) that they were Roman Ca- 
tholicks, this land having taken the 
infeftion, as much as any. other 
place; and we acknowledye that 
other Kingdoms and Nations were 
as they ; ſoas thoſe whom we counc 
our Fo:efa:hers aicer che faith, were 
for a great while up and cown in the 
werld, as they that had not bowed 
the knee t Bael in Eltjahs time. 
And what then can bez inferred from 
the Tradition of Forefathers? We 
know there is a pretious promiſe 
Iſa. 59. 21. that Gods Word and 
Spirit ſhould continue with his 
Church, and the Chutches children, 
to all generations, as. our Saviour 
promiſed his Diſciples, at..28, 20. 
to be with them to the «nd of the world. 
But obſerve, the Spirit is promiſed 
as well-as cth2 Word, becauſe one 1s 
unavailable without the other co- 
operating with ir, 1/a, ,30. 20, 21. 
2 Cor, 2. 16. 2 Cor. 3. 6, and 4-13. 
But-where is there ariy promiſe, that 
the Word and Spirit ſhall continue 

;; + IS with 
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with any one people — 
unto the worlds end? We read, that 
the word of the kingdom ſhould be 
taken from the fews, and ſo1t was, 
and is not reftored to them yet, 
And in many places where. once 
were famous Chriflian Churches, 
there is not to be ſeen at this gay, 
ſo much as a relique of Chriſtianity, 
Witneſs the Churches-of 4fia, now 
poſſeſſed by Mahometans, We think 
1: certain and undeniable, that errors 
and impieties of all ſorts, may iofe 
whole Nations of ſuch as have pco- 
feſled the do&rine of Chtiit, and 
-when the infe&ion hath once taken 
a few, ic will ſpread like a gangrene, 
eill the body be all overrun. So When 
ſome have once departed from the 
faith, others are too apt to follow, 
and the cares ſoon eutgrow the good 
ſeed. 
Hence we anſwer, That we can- 
not admit Tradition as an infallible 
wicneſs, ſince multitudes, yea, whole 
Nations have been overſpread with 
errors, and thoſe no ſmall ones. 
For yhen a generation is once cor- 
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rupted 19- their Principles, it 1s. no; 
imaginable to vs,. now they ſhould 
texch their children other then what 
they themſelves have learned. Yo 
our-Forefathers after the fl:ſh, would 
(we believe )- have taught us the 
jiame Religion which had b:en taughc 
them for many ages, 7. e, thz Popith, 


\ 


or Romiſh. But we deny them to 


be our Forefathers, as to our fai.h, 

If any ask us, Who theſe were? 
We anſwer, all they, who in all ages 
proteſted agzinſt the errors andabuſes 
of the Church of Rowe. We know 
well, that England was Chriſtian be- 
fore Auſtiz the Monk came hicher, 
For he found ſucly here, as foutly * 
wichſtood his Romiſh impoſitions, 
though ir coſt them dear. And what - 
if there never had been a Church in 
E»glaxd before, or that Church had 
uttetly. failed, yet the Church truly 
Catholick never fails, but God hath 
had alwayes, and will have co the 
end, a company that contend for the 
faith once delivered tothe Saints, 
and defire; tro worſhip him 1n ſpicir, 
and in.cruth,, Ard theſe we own 
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forour Forefarhers, as to out faith, 
and from theſe we received, What 
we now profeſs, and believe accor- 
ding to Sctthture. 

To clear the matter yet furthzr; 
we ſay this argument of Tradition 
ſuppoſes what we cinnort yield, v:z, 
That the preſent Church of Rome 
holds the ſame faith in all particulars 
with the Apoſtolick and Primitive: 
Church, and that the ſame faith hath 
been handed down to them 1n all 
ages ſuccclhvely to this day. That 
there was once a famous Church at 
Rome, we grant, but that the-preſent 
faich of Rome is the ſame with that 
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in the Apoſtles dayes,” can never b: if f 
made good, unleſs Papiſts will have Il 
the difference of mea's and dayes to if ft 
bz the whole Catholick faith. Lec tt: 
rhem now prove their faith to be the | ti 
ſame with what it was inthe Apoſiles 

times, and We may then heed this ar- iſ " 
oument more then now we can, | *« 
For our parts, we ſtand to prove iſ ! 
( as others before vs have done ( chat 6 
there hath been a general departing = 
from the faith ; and when the gene- i Þ 
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rality are once corrupted in princi- 
ples and praQtiſes, we know not what 
they ſhold teach poſterity other 
then what "they themſelves have 
learned, Do not 'Heathens: now 
(25 in all former ages) reach their 
childrzn to worſhip Idols, as them- 
ſelves have done? And is it ſo hard 
to conceive', how the- face, yea, 
whole body of the Church my be 
oyerſpread by errors and: hereſies? 
Who knows not, that one ſcabbed 
ſheep will infe&t a whole flock, and 
how a /rtle leaven Will ſoon lraver 
the whole lamp. We hear of vain 
converſation received by. Tradition 
from. Forefathers, | Pex, 1. 18. And 
wee know too well, that Children 
for the moſt part berake themſelves 
to ſuch courſes, as their Fathers have 
taken before them, 

Thit our Saviour delivered the 
whole truth to bis Apoſtles, and they 
to the Churckes in thoſe times, we 
make no queſtion, yes, We think'it a ' 
fin ro queſtion ir, But we knoy, and 
can ſhew, how the Churches planted 
by the Apoſtles, decenerated quickly, 
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and by degrees came to be corrupted 
fromthe fmplicity that is in Chril, 
and his Goſpe). And is this ſtrange ? 
Alas! Even in the Apoliles times, 
how were ſome Churches perverted, 
in ſo much as he wonders, Ga/. 1.6. 
they were ſo ſoon remsyed to anther 
Goſpel. 

And here I mighc enlarge in ſhew- 
ing, how by degrees ihe firlt Chur- 
ches came-to be perverted and cor- 
xupred ; But it les on our Adverſa- 
ries to prove their faith, zs it is now, 
to be as it was inthe Apoſtles time, 
We bave-taid enough to thew, how 
Tradition (which they ſo much com- 
mend and magnifie ) may fail, and 
ſo prov2 no infallible Teftimony, 
And who were our Forefathers (irom 
whom we learnt our faith) we have 
ſhewed al:eady, 2nd row ſhall pame 
ſome of them ; viz. The Reformere 
in the laſt ages, and Fo. Hw, and 
Hitrome of Pragir, and before them 
Wickliff, and before him the Wal- 
denſes, and all that proteſted a2ain(i 
the Churches corrupeions in all ages 
upward, :as might be ſhewed, if it 
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were pertinent, Fo. Whites Way, 
P. 336. Y 45. & 337. Digreſl. 48. - 

2. Tradition being the Tetttmony . 
of the Church, lec Papiſts firſt aſcere 
tain us, which is the true Church, 
whoſe Teſtimony we muſt believe. 
For our parts, we know none upon 
earth that pretend co Chriſtianity ,- 
that do not account themſelves the 
true Church, and that avow noc 
themſelves ro have the true faith 
which the Apoſtles delivered. Now 
there being ſo many pretenders, we 
ace at as great a loſs:wich Tradition, 
as without ic, fince all ſay, they hold 
the Apoſtolick faith, and yet ex- 
treamly ditfer one from another, nor - 
in few matcers, or ſmall, at leaſt : 
ſome of them. And ir isſaid, and - 
oranted on all hands, that thereare 
diflenters, and of theſe ſoine are ig- 
noranc, .and ſome obſlinate, and 
ſome Scepticks,, and we know too 
many profeſſing Chriſtians, who are 
in their wayes and doings no be'ree 
then Infidels.. Now may not any, 
or all of theſe queſtion Tradicicn, 
as .well as Scripture, upon tis pre- 
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rence, that th.y know not which is 
the Church, whoſe Teſtimony they 
are obliged co believe ? 

If it be ſaid ( as it hath beenby 
ſome ) that there is no Chriſtian but 
knows the Church, It may be juſtly 
replyed, that there is no Chriſtian, 
but knoyvs the Scripture as well. For 
all that own not Sctipture, we may 
juſtly diſown them, as being no 
Chriftians. A man may be a Chri- 
fiian (ir is confeſſed ) though he ne- 
ver ſaw a Bible, if he have heard the 
doQrine of Ch:ift,- as many Gentiles 
( yea, all for ought I know ) didin 
the firſt times of ths Church, when 
the Goſpel was firlt preached to 
them by the Apoliles, Bur to bea 
Chriſtian and not know the doarine 


of Chi, is a pure contradiQion. - 


Now how we ſhall know which 
Church gives the trueſt teflimony to 
the doQtrine of Chrilt,ifnot by Scrip- 
cure, lt Papiſts reſolve us, for we 
know not what to anſwer. We 
think among ſo many pretenders 
here will be differences , ſuch as 
"radition will no better reconcile 
cheo 
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then Scripture, and that as Prote- 
ſtants cannot agree about the ſenſe 
of Scripture, but fome interprer'ir 
one way, and ſome another, ſo they, 
and others will agree no betrec abouc 
the Church, and irs Tradition. For 
(as I have ſaid) there are many 
Churches, and thoſe hugely differing 
in ſome things, and yet all-precend: 
to the Apoſtolick faith, Therefore 
we:have need of ſomewhat to aſcer- 
tain us of that Church which hath 
preſerved, and delivered down all 
along the ſame faich which the Apo- 
Rles raughtzi Ror the true Catholick. 
Church 5 we believe ir bath been 
faichfull in-ics teſtimony to the truth 
in all ages; Bur we Proteſtants can- 
not own the Church of Rome as ſuch, 
though we know there was there one 
ſound part of the Catholick Church, 
inthe Apoflles times. Papiſts indeed 
pretend, and boalt great things of 
their Church, but what 1s that to us, 
who can-well diſtinguiſh berween a 
Roman-Catholick, and a Catholick 
Chriſtian, 

Here then we Proteſtants reſolve 


9- 
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co believe the Church for che Scrip- 
cure, and not the Sccipture for the 
Church. And yec we allow what 
that ancient Father ſaith of himſelf, 
That he had not believed Scripture, 
bat for the Church. For we know, 
that afrer he came once to learn the 
Scriptures, he then believed ic, not 
upon account of che Churches autho- 
rity, but ics ownonly. The Church 
(we grant) may at firft perſwade Infi- 
dels ro attend and heed the Scripture, 
as the Wo:d of God, even as the wo- 
man perſwided her neighbours to 


E _ cone, and ſee Chriſt, But as they, 


when they had heard him themſelves, 
* believed, not becau,s of her ſazing, but 
' becanſc of his own word: even fois 


in thecaſe that now is in queſtion, 
' The Church of Chtiſt hach the office 


_ - -of miniſtry,to hold our the light,that 


others who are in darkeneſs may ſee 
it, Bur this will never prove the 
Church co have ſuch an authority, as 
Papiſts plead for, and much leſs that 
their Church is the Catholick 
Church, which only holds the A- 
. poſtolick faith, And when - 
ave 
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' have ſaid all: hey can, they ſay no 


more then.'any Church, never ſo- 
corrupt, wil ſay for'ic ſelf, viz.Thar 
it hath the doRrine of Chriit which 
the Apoliles taughe, Hence we ſay 
4zain, that Tradition leaves us at an: 
icrecoverable loſs, and that we muſt 
have ſomewhat more certain, then: 
the Churches ceſtimony, which any 


. company ( of never ſo corrupt prin- 


ciples) may pretend unto, as well as 
the Church of- Rome. 

: 3. Wedefire to be fatisfied; whe- 
ther the do&rine delivered down, be 
trues- becauſe the Church hath delt- 
vered it, or that the Church hath 
delivered ir, becauſe ic is the truth. 
For we think che Church ought to re- 
ceive and believe the-truth only, and 
ro deliver that, and nothing elſe to 
b2 believed by others, and if ic recei- 
ved other then the cruth, it was de-- 
ceived, and if ir dzlivered other, ic 
was not only deceived, but deceived 
others alſo. The Church can make 
nothing tobe true, bur what 1s ſuch 
before of ir ſelf, and all ir can do, 1s 


to declare the truth which it hath re- 
ceived, 


" _ wy 


lieve it. Therefore when Papiſis 
preſs us { as they do abour our be- 
10g aſſured of Scripture, we ſay, that 
we believeit upon account of 11s own 
authority , becauſe ir ſpeaks 1t ſelf 


the Word of God. For as when a- 
place of truſt and honor is conferred. 


upon a perſon by his Prince, and 
aſſured ro tim under the Great Seal, 


though the meſſenger ( that briage: 
the Patent ) may-avow it to be the. 


Princes a& , yet that which gives 
aſſucance* ro. the: perſon of his inte- 


re(t in that office and honour, is the. 


Patent it ſelf, and the Seal annexcr, 
So we know the voice of God ſpeaks. 


ins to us in his Word, andeven'ſo- 


hath the true Church, 1n all ages, 
received Scripture, as the true 
Word of God, and commended it- 
to others for ſuch, as a Patent ſea-. 
led from Heaven. 

. We deſire to know when the 


Church firit reſolved the Caſe in 


Queſtion, and determined , what 
is the doctrine of Chriſt, For the 
Flerexiine. and Tridentine Coun 
Cils,. 


ceived, and perſwade' others to be- 
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cils, we count th:m of a latter date, 
and but of yeſterday in compariſos. 
For our part we think ( under cor- 
reion of better judgments ) that 
the. Canon was agreed upon very 
early , becauſe two eminenr ones 


Books which we now do; and one 
of them ſaith, chat the ({ anonicall 
amthority of the old and new Teſta- 
ment was confirmed in the Apcſtles 
times, And that ic was ſo agreed 
very early, we have reafoa tothink, 
becauſe Corfftantine in the firſt Ns- 
cene Council, would not elſe have 
perſwaded the Fathers a{ſembled to 
examine and ery all queſtions and. 
controverhfies by the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, For had it been othermiſe, it 
had been rational to move them, 
firſt ro reſolve what the Canon was. 


Once? we know,the Chriftian Church - 


had need to be reſolved of a Rule of 
faith, even from the beginning, at: 
leaſt, ſo ſoon as th: Apoſiles had 
deparred this life, For if any thing, 


ſurely this is of concernment to the 
Chucch, 


. ; Aug, cont 
among-the Anclents,icounted upon 44 L us 


the ſame number of Canonicalc, , 


* 


Church, vis, To have the Rule of 


faich ſtated, as the (tandard, whereby 
all: dorines are to be weighed and 
meaſured, And this (we think) was 
done, even from the Apoſtles times, 
and that upon the determination 
which they had made ; ſo as there 
was no ſuch Queſtion of old abour 
the Rule of faith, ſuch as Papiſts have 
made of late, That ſome have que- 
Rioned the authority of ſome Books 
of the New: Teſtament, we know ; 
but we ſay, they were only ſome, and 
not the whole Church, - Beſides, 'co 
queſtion the authority of ſome few 
Books, is not to queſiton-the autho. 
rity of the whole Scripture; And 
indeed this queſtion was never:made, 
till of -latter times, . when Papiſts 
could no more defend their Teners 
by this Rule of faith, | 
5. We would know - how the 

Church came to know all the myſte» 
ries of Chriſtian Religion, And this 

we-have reaſon to queſtion, becauſe 

Papifts make ſo much of the Churches 

Teſtimony, as If Scripture had no au- 

thotity, as-to us at leaſt, without it. 
Whar 
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Whars did the Church deviſe the 
whole model of che Chriſtian faith, 
out of her on heart ? No, certainly 
this will never be ſaid by any that are 
ſober. What then > Queſtionleſs ſhe 
was taught it of God, and in this 
(1 hope ) we all agree, Well ; 
And how was the taught it? was 
ic not by the Revelvion of Jeſus 
Chriſt > And where is this Revelati- 
on if it be not in Scripture ? Bur I 
proceed, and ſay, the Chiiſtian 
Church learnc the do&trine 'of Chriſt 
from Scripture, the Spirit working 
with the Word, For the Apoſlles 


_ did nor in preaching che Goſpel; 


bring co light what had never been 
heard of, or thought on before : 
But they only declared to the world, 
the performance of what God had 
forerold, and promiſed in the old 
Teſtament, concerning hrs Son m2de 
of a woman, and made wnder the Lawn, 
when onc* the fulneſs of tre was come. ' 
And ſothe Apollle avows, Als 26. 
22, that his doQrinz2 was no other, 
then what Moſes and the Prophets 
had ſignified before.. - And did not 
Chriſt 


(84) 
Chriſt come to fulfill the promiſes 
made to the Fathers, which promiſes 
were recorded in the old Tefament ? 
Yea, and Chriſt himſelf expounded 
the Scriptures concerning himſelf, 
Luke 24.27, And ver], 25, he up- 
braids ihe two Diſciples with their 
nor heliev:n+ what the Prophets had 
ſpoken. Now, it the Church in all 
ages, y*a, he AroPles themſelves 
kiew the cofrine of Chkrift by 
Sc:ipture, we :hink there is enough 
to (h2W us, What is the only Rule of 
faich. 


&, Once moe; If Scripture be 
not the Rule: of tarth, ler Papiſts tell 


us what it ſerves tor, Truly weare 
ſo ignorant, as 'f ic be not the Rule 
of [our faith, we know no uſe of it, 
Ard if that be granted, which out 
Acverſaties plead for, why may we 
not hearken to the Church, and her 
Tradition, and never look on Scrip- 
ture more? For they have of late 
framed a Rule of faith that is all- 
ſuffcienr, and tell usplainly, Scrip- 
ture is not ſo, Surely 1f we thus let 
go the Word, and take up Tradition, 
We 


PR aw ms Tm WY w=_ cn FF *” 


ys Cd FT © CTY TV wm is 


(85) 
we had beſt let God go alſo, and con< 
tent our ſelves with the Church. 

But there are ſome Queſtions to 
be anſwered, and till this be done, 
we talk to no purpoſe, whatever we 
ſay of Scripture, or againſt Tradicion, 

For how know we, 

1, Whethcr th: Originals be entire, 
axd the («me with thoſe which were 

ſt pznned by the Prophets ind Apo- 
les ? 

Z, What Boks of Scripture are Ca- 
nonical, aud what not ? | 

3. Wkether the Originals areright- 
ly tr ayflated into the Engliſh, and other 
vk{gar languages ?: 

4. Whether they are truly ſexc*d 


and interpreted, &c, and what nat ? 


Theſe, and. ſuch like, are preſſed 
upon us, to enervate the force of 
Scriptures authoricy, and prove it no 
Rule of faith. For the Rule of faith 
(ſay Papiſts ) muſt be eahe ro be 
underſtood of all, and ic muſt evi-' 
dence ic ſelf ſo, as we may be aſcer- 
tained of it, that it is the Word of 
God; and how can the vulgar be 
ſure of this, when the wiſeſt, and 

mol! 
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, moſt learned are not well agreed 

about it > What ſhall become of the 
avlearned, and ſuch as make any 
doubrs about theſe things ? Andthere 
are many ſuch, whereof ſome are R2- 
tional, an41 others Sceptical, and 
others ( n2 queſtion ) are Atheillical 
toan high degree. 

To all theſe we count our ſelves 
bound to anſwer, and our anſwer in 
ceneral is, 


T, That if Scripture Were never ſo. 
plain and certain, there will be ſome 


doubters and diſſenters, .and enemies 
tolr alſo, There are too many who 
queſhon, and ſome who deny the 
Exiſtence of God, Is there no cer- 
rainty therefore of Gods Exiſtence ? 
Oc hath nor God ſufficiently ſhewed 
himſelf tobe known as he is? ſo did 
Chriſt give evidence enough of him- 
ſelf, though the blind Phariſee could 
nor, or rather would not ſee him to 
be what he was. We know, there 
are many- in the world, who ate 
diſſenters to- the: Rules of common 
honeſtly and righteouſneſs ; and yet 
they are plain enough, and mw 
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(I am confideat ) think ſo. Ic is 
abundantly fufficient, if Scripture 
prove it ſelf ſo far, as all hone(}, 
ſober, and unintereſted perſons may 
be ſatisfied, Theſe (1 am ſure ) 
will be contented with ſuch proofs, 
2s the matter in queſtion will bear, 
And who, that is reaſonable, will ex- 
pe& arguinents in this caſe, to prove 
more then a moral certainty, alwayes 
excepting that inward aſſurance 
which a gracious ſoul hath by che 
ſeal of Gods Spiric, 

2. We anſwer, Thac the Rule 
may be cafie, though all men do not 
underſtand ir, And ſuch 1s Scrip- 
rure, eaſie (we ſay) to be underſiood 
by all that will uſe means for that 
end. What! doour Adverſaries think 
it may be known by dreaming of it ? 
orſhall we think that God hath nor 
ſufhciently provided for our ſouls, 
becauſe we cannot come to the 
knowledge of the Truth, and Salva- 
tion by it, wichout- pains-taking ? 
T his 1s (to ſay no more ) unreaſona- 
ble. What can be learnt wi.hout 


uſin2 means, and taking pains ? . 
3. We 


(28) x 

3. We may jultly look on theſe 
Queries abour Scriprure, as if a man 
ſhould ask anocher, How do you 
know lizhr from darkneſs, white 


from black, ſowre from ſweet ? For 


Scripture gives as clear a diicovery 
of it lelf, as things white and black, 
ſowre and iweet, thew their taſte 
and colour. But I ſhall endeavour 
co anſwer particulars, as they lye in 
order, 


To the fiiRt Qnefiion about the ' 


Originals we anſwer, 

1. Tha:'we know them to be en- 
tire., and not defeaive,, and the 
ſame w1.h thoſe that were penned 
by the Prophets and Apoſlles , as 
well as any ſuch ching can be known. 
Theſe Records are very ancient, 
ſome of chem of ſome thouſand 
years ſtanding. And mult we now 
prove every particular, as if we 
had bzen eye-witneſles ? Is it not 
enough, if we have more certainty 
of theſe, then can be had of any 0- 
thers that bear the ſame date, or 
ſomewhat near ? Not to ſay, that 
that this Queſtion ſeems to ſirike 
at 
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at the force of all ancient Records 
and evidences, For it may bs iaid 
by any concerned, How are we ſure, 
thac theſe are th2 Authenrtick Co» 
pies, or tranſcribed' exaRly to a let- 
ter? 

2. Wearecertainly affured in this 
Caſe as well as they thac queſtion us, 
ſeeing they prerend only co Tradi- 
tion for their Security, and we know 
no certainty of that more then of 
Scriprure, , 

3. We know'the O'iginal Old 
Teftament by the confent of our 
Bibles, and thoſe which the Jews 
preſcrve to this day ( as we think ) 
by a ſpectall providence, Whar 
better evidence can th.tc be in ſuch 
a caſe then this ? They had the ho- 
nour to have the lively 'Oracles 
committed to them, ant we never 
beard they coul1 be jultly blamed 
for being falſe to their truſt thus far. 
And theſe Infidels till retain che 
61d Teſtament, as it was, though 
the Chriſtians: make uſe of it to ju- 
ſtifie the Chriſtian faich againſt chem, 
And if they had attempted any 
alteration 


(99) 
aireration, they could never have 
effcted-it, as was ſhewed betore. 
Now while their Copies and ours a- 
gree ſo well together, as we bave no 
diff:rence -with them abour this, 
have we not good reaſon to per- 
ſwade our ſelves, that our Original 
Bibles are as at firſt ? 

4. \Ve know it by as good evi- 
dences, as our Adverſaries know 
ic, viz. by the conſent of all Ages 
bearing wicneſstoit. We do not 1n- 
deed plead. the authoricy of the 
Churches Teſtimony, as Papiſts do, 
nor have w2 need, ſeeing the Te- 
ſtimony may be valid through its 
truth , wichout any ſuch authority, 
We eiveas much as we ought to the 
Church, when we ſay, it hath been 
allalony an external inRirumenc or 
Medium, to declare and teſtifie 
concernin2 the doarine of Chriſt in 
Scripture. And ſo it bath reſtified 
the O-:iginals ro be as at firſt. 

I have yet more to ſay for clea- 
ring this Queſtion, only 1 mult 
needs inſert, that ws cannot think 
our ſelves ſo fairly dealt withall in 
ſuch 
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ſuch a-queſtion, For we lay our 
claim by preſcription , and there- 
fore think our adverſaries ſhould ra- 
ther prove the contrary by undenia- 
ble arguments , then pick quarrels 
with us by captions queſtions, ſuch 
as they can no better anſwer then 
we, But we know the deſign, and 
ſhall ſay no more of ir, 

5. It is enough, if the Originals 
b2 in the matter and ſubſtance of 
them theſame asat firſt, That they 
may have ſome alterations as to let- 
ters, or words, in the tranſcribing 
and printing of them, who que- 
tions, fince- the Tranſcribers, and 
P:toters had no infallible Spi:ic thar 
we ever heard of ? Bur this being 
oranted, we have no cauſe to doubr 
Scriptures authority any whit the 
more, What though ro Original 


"Copie now extant be fo abſolutely 


Pure, as no mixture can poſſibly be 
fcund in 1f, as to words and letters, 
yet Scripture ceaſes noctobe a ſufhi- 
cent Rule, ſo long asthereis in ic 
no violation, mutilation, *or fall: - 
fication through the 12norance, neg- 

i k2ence, 
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ligence, or malice of men, as diſe- | \ 
bles ic for teaching all men whatro | n 
-believe and do, 1n order co heir ff a 
ſalvation, For cbis is it which ws | c 
cont2nd for, That all thedo&trine | v 
.of Cheilt neceflary to be known unto |} fi 
ſalvation, we have in our preſent | » 
Bibles, and this do&rine the very || t 
ſame chat was delivered by the Pro- I} fr 
Phets and Apoſtles. It lies fiiilhow- | V 
EVE on our adverſaries toprove any || A 
alteration ſo much as in any words. { tc 
_ .Hence we ſay further, that Books &} at 
made of inke, and parchment, ot It 
.Paper , are things tha are periſh- | th 
able, yea, and will come to no- | 
thinz, But dare Papiſts ſ:y, that | 
-G9od hath nor given his Laws in || be 
writing ? dare they ſay, that there | m 
-never was ſuch a man as Moſes, who © nt 
at Gods command delivered a Law }} ti: 
if to /ſrael, and after ic was written || tic 
Cauſed it to be read in the audience || ou 
of all the people ? or dare they ſay, | & 
chere never were ſuch men as the | Y: 
Prophers and Apoſtles, and that | m 
they never wrote any ſuch Books, as || fir 
arenow called the holy Scriptures ? | Cc 


We 


f 


- 7 Ww WW is (TW > w © 


> + wc 06 


«* 9. 80 Þ 7 ow WW. 5” 
* "xp s 5 A 


= 93 7 
We do not know, and therefore dare 
not ſay, that chey havz hicherco ſaid 
any ſuch thing, and we have ſo much 
charity, as to believe they will ne- 
verſay-it, What mean they then by 
ſuch quirks , and quibles as theſe, 
viz, That we cannot be affured now 
thac the Scriptures are not altered 
from whar they were at firſt ? © c, 
What thoughts have they of God 
Almighty ? was he not wiſe enough 
to foreſee what might be objeRed in 
after times, ſo as to provide again(t 


-It, and prevent all ſuch queſt.ons as 


they -now make abour the written 
word > This we know, and they too, 
ehat the only wiſe God thought it 
belt ro have the livcly Oracles come 
micted towricing, though he could 
not bur know, that in-proceſs of 
time, there might be ſome-ajitera- 
tion in thoſe writings, and that the 
ourſhde materials, as parchment , 
&c. are ſuch as walt and wear our, 
Yea this way of writing was (as1 
may ſay.) conſecrated at firit by the 
finger of God, who wrore che ten 
Commandments in two Þab'es of 
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fone, And thoſe two tables were 
ſoon breken, and the others -afrez- 


wards Prepared at Gods - com. 


mand , and kept along time, are 
yet long ſince gone , ſo as none 
can give --any account of them, 
Notwithſtanding we are not - to 
ſeek of the Ten Commandments, 
nor (.we hope ) will any ſay theſe 
are not the ſame that God wrote 
at firſt, or we cannor be {ſure that 
theyare ſo, Alas! to argue in this 
manner is to: bring Heaven and 
Earth cozether. + Then farewell all 
the credit of all ancient Records, 
that ever have been preſerved in 
the World. ' Yea, then let the Scrip» 
tures ( which are the moſt ancient 
Records-in the world ) go too, up- 
on the ſame account. And this, we 
think, ſome would have, or they 
would no more trouble the world 
with ſuch frivolous Queries as theſe, 
How ( ſay they ) can we bs ſure, 
that the Originals are the ſame that 
were fiiſt penned ? what pitie it 5, 
that-theſe men ſtood not by, when 
God commanded a Lay tobe writ- 
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fen for his people, and the ſame ts 
continue unto all genera'ions! they 
could have prompted God, and told 
him . what was to be conſidered of, 
viz, That thoſe Books might decay 
in time, andthe Copies be corrupted 
inthe cranſcribing of them, or they 
mizhe be loſt, and laid afid2;z ( For 
ſo they -were-in Jeſahs time, when 
one Copy was lighted on by chance, 
and counted as a Jewel for ics rarity.) 
And that in afcer ages, there might 
be much queſtioning about them, 
whether they had not under the re- 
voluttons of many ages been altered, 
f'om what they were ar fir{t by his 
appoinemenr, But the only wiſe 
God, who certainly. could foreſee all 
theſe things, thouche it beſt to have 
his Word written, and yet made no 
extraordinary proviſion for tranſcri- 


- bing them upen occaſion, or pre- 


venting. ſuch queſtions, as are now 


made by ſome. Sure we are, that . 


otr Saviour calls the Fews to Scrip- 
ture, and-they co not excuſe them- 
ſclves, by- ſaying, they know not 
whether they have the Law of Moſes,, 
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as it was firſt delivered ; nay, they 
confeſs, that God ſpakz by Moſes, 
and they knew it, And our Saviour 
pu s th queſtion | whether he were 
the Ch i{t | to be proved by Scrip» 
ture. Strange ! that the only wiſe 
God thould not foreſee this quarrel 
mi. h. bz made in after ages, which 
_ Pipilts mak: now. For might not 
the ews tay, the Law of Moſes, and 
the writinzs of the Prophets, Were 
no Rule of laith and manne:rs to 
them, becauſe they could mt evi- 
dence their ova certainty, ſo as to 
aſcertain them. And how could 
they aſcertain them then, more then 


oh.s5. 3 9: 


us now? * 
07. ZJut Tracdigon Is 18 which muſt 
ſecure all, by us affidavic made to 
Scripture, 


Sol, An4J what do we then bzlieve'in 
believing Scripture, the authority of 
God, or men ? If Scriptures autho- 
rity, as to us, depends upon the 
Churches Teftimony, in our belief of 
Scripture, We helieve men, and noc 
God ; at leaſt, we believe God for 
th: Teſtimony of men. And'what 
kind 
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kind of faith that is, let them who- 
queftion us ſo much about Scripture, , 
reſolve us, For the vatious readings 
thatare in the Originals, we acknow- 
ledo2 them, and think, they happen- 
ed much throuzhb the miſtakes of 
thaſe who tranſcribzd the Copies 
from time to time, HoWeyver the 
happened ( for we ſtand nt nach 
upon it ) Papilis know, that the Jews: 
M aforeth hath well provided for the 
Old Teſtament. And though the 
New hath very many, we ſtand to 
maintain ,. that all thoſe various 
readinge put rogether, { let the worſt 
be made of them ) can never be im- 
proved to prejudice the authority of 
Scripture in one Article of Faith. 
For all the written and printed Co- 
pies of che Original Bibles, do con- 
curre in the whole main doarine of 
Chrift throughout, And thereupon 
we challenge Papiſts to ſhew any 
alteration, thar claſhes with the do- - 
arine firſt delivered; notwithſtanding 
all the various readings in-ſo great a 
multitude of Copies, . 
Hence we.conclude, ( as a learned 
E 4 | man 
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man hath it) © That the true and 
« proper fonndation of Chriſtian Re- 
© ligion is not ink and paper, nor any 
«writing, or wiitings, whether Ori- 
* vinals, or Travſlacions, but that 
© ſubſtance of matter, thoſe gracious 
© counſels of God concerning the 
© ſalvation of rhe world by Jeſus 
* Chiiſt, which are indeed repreſen. 
© red and declared, both in Tranſla- 
© tions ani! Oricinals, but are really 
©and cſl:niially diſtin from both, 
© and no wayes, for their natures and 
© beings, depending on either of 
* them. The writing ( as he ſaith) 
* declares the nature, or tet:our of 
*the bargain, Which was in real'ty, 
© and compleatneſs of bing, before 
* the writing, ang conſequently the 
©w:itin2 can bs no part of-it, In 
© like manner, the good pleaſure of 


©God concerning mans ſalvation, 


© bad its being in God himſelf, long 
*before any part of it was imparted 
© unto the world by any writing. For 
*1t was ſavinely imparted ; firſt, By 
© immediate inſpiration of God unto 
*ſome men. And ſeceialy, By word 

of 
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* of mouth from theſe to many others;- 
© long before any-part of it was or- 
©dered by God ro bz ſet down in 
writing, So that no Book or wri- 
© ting whatſoever, 1s cicher in whole 


' Cor 1n part, the Word or Will of 


© God, and conſequently no founda+ 
©rion of Chriſtian Religion, unleſs 
we make foine other foundation 
© b:fides the Word of God. 

As for the O:i;inals ; we are aſſi> 
red-that they are intire, and not de- 
fe&ive, as any can” be ſure of any 
thing: that is of fo long fanding, 
And therefore we are boldto think, 
thac they who quettionus, as they do 
in this kind, mighe rather-have que- 
Rioned God himſelf, for: repreſent- 
ing- his mind and will in writing, 
when he could not bat foreſee that 


ſuch manner of queſtions might bz 


put in after-ages,. as are made now 
adayes. None dare ſay, that Ged 
never ordered hiswill to be written. | 
And ſeeing_ it:is ſo ordered. by him, 
why ſhould werqueſtion” the wiſe and. 
eracious hand'of his providence, in 
contriving the preſervation of zheſe 
E 9- ant18he --* 
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zntient Records unto all poſterity, 
for whom he intended them 2 Me- 
chinks it were a more dize& courſe 
for our Adverſaries to take, if they 
would ſay downright, that God never 
committed his mind and will to wi1- 
ting, then nowto ſay ( asthey do) 


that no man can be ſure that theſe 


writings are the ſame which yere at 
firſt, For this ſeems to caſt an a(- 
perfion upon God, for taktn? ſuch a 
way of repreſenting his mind upto 
the ſons of men, as muſt leave choſe 
of theſe latrer ages of the world, 
under invincible doubtings about his 
will, that reſpeQs their greateſtand 
only concernmenes. As for their 
expedient of Tradition ; what doth 
it orher, rhen reſolve all the Divine 
authority of Scripture, into the au- 
thority. of men? For they fay, 
Scripture cannot aſcertain us con- 
cerning 1t ſelf, nor can any thing 
elſe but Tradition, which yet is no 
more then the Teſtimony of men: 
And ſo the Teſtimony of God, 
as to us, muſt be leſs then that of 
men, 

| To 
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To the ſecond. Querie, we need 
not ſay much in way of anſwering 
ir, ſceing the Books accounted by us 
Apocryphal do ſufficiently ſhew, whar 
account we are bound to-make of 
them, while they confure themſelves 
by their own contents, That the. 
Maccabresare a (tory of which there 
is co0d uſe, we deny not, and that 
Eccleji:ſticus, and the Book, of, 11[- 
dom, &c, contain many -and ſundry 
moral inſtructions, we do not que- 
ſton, no more-then that ths like are 
found in other Books, which yer pre * 
rend not to Divine authority. But - 
th's proves them not to be Canoni- 
cal, as th2 Church of . R-»»x7 hath de- 
termined, Once the Jewiſh-Chutch: - 
never owned them for parc 'of the 
Canon, nor were they ever wittcen 
in their language, as the 'orher parts 
of the Old Tettamen*, True, they 
hive been allowed to be read inſſome- 
Churches, for inlirugton tn manners, 
But the Chriſtian Church. never re- 
ceived them into the Canon of Scrip- 
te, nor will it ever be proved. 
Thz Remiſh -Church indeed. ( for -- 
whas.: 
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what cauſe ſhe beſt knows ) hath 
Canonized theſe Books: Bur what 


is thatto us, who can as cafily diftin- 


ouiſh in this caſe, as we can between 
lIizhr and darkneſs ? Bir we appeal 
to the Churches Teſtimony, .and ſay, 
thac the true Chriſtian Church had 
no other Canonical Books, then 
what we own for ſuch.” There were 
indeed ſome who queſtioned ſome 
particular Books of the New Teſti- 
ment, but that queſtion continued 
not long ; and if ſome alſo gave too 
much to theſe Aporyyphals, that is 
nor enough to countervail the genes 
ral vote of the whole Church, which 
_ alwayes rejeRed them from having 
_ any place inthe Canon; 

Hence orr anſwer 1s, that- we 
know what Books are Canonical, by 
that Iizhe and luſtre of Divine truth, 
which ſhines out, and ſhews ic ſeſf in 
them. And this light is ſo glorious, 
as thoſe Apocryphals dare not pre- 
tend co it, but rather ſeem willing to 
be in a lower form. For this I in- 
Nance in 2 Mac, 2. 24. where the 
Author ( whoever he was) con- 
feſles, 
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feſles, that he had taken what be 


wrete, out of Jaſon of Cyrene, and 
contratted fiv: Books of his 24s one 
Volume; and whoever pleaſes to 


read on ipthat Chapter, may eaſily _ 


perceive that the Spiric- of God, 
( which ſpake bythe holy Prophets) 
could never-frame to ſpeak 1n ſuch 
a manner; + God in Scripture ( as 
hath been already ſaid ) ſpeaks pro 


1perio, ag the only moſt ſoveraign = 


Lord, and never makes Apologies 
for himſelf ro' be excuſed with thoſe 
to whom he ſpeaks. For why ſhould 
he, ſeeing they are all his vaſſals 
his creatures?' The diſtance is ſoin- 
finicely great between him , and 
them, as ic cannot be reaſonably 


. imazined,that he ſhould court them, 


as that Authour doth. For the ma- 
ny fiions and tales told in ſome of 
thoſe Apocryphals, I itall not men- 
tion them, becauſe they are ſo well 
known to ſuch as have peruſed them, 
and may be-to others, who have a 
mind to be ſatisfied, 

What need have we then of Tra- 
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And whoever hath a mind to befur- 
ther ſatisfied, may find enouzh in 
all our Divines, who have maintai» 
ned Scriptures authority againſt our 
adverſaries. 

But the great queſtion is about 
the Scriptures tranſlited, For our 
adverſaries -think, we can never 
prove them to be che Rule of faith, 
The Rule {ſay they ) muſt be cer- 


tain, and infallible. Bur Tranſlaci- 


ons are Many and vatious, and 
much different., .if not in many 
thin; s contrery to one another, And 
then how ſhall the vulgar under- 
Rand which of them doth indeed de- 
clare the mind of God? Or how 
ſhall che unlea:ned be infallibly ſure, 
that this or that Tranſlation doch 
not erre? ' © 

| Now to clear-our ſelves in this 
puzzling queſtion, I ſay ( what Pa- 
piſts cannot deny ) thar the whole 
Canon was at firt wricten in two 
Lang vages, Which very few in com- 
pariſon for theſe many Ages have 
underſtood, bzrrer then our com- 
mon people do, But when the Scrip- 
ture 
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tu'e was Fen C, theſe Languages, vis. 
Hebrew and Greek, were beſt known 
to the Church of any other, Hebrew 


- was the Mother congue of the Jews, 


and Greek was a language very fami- 
liar co ſuch of them, as were ſcatte- 
ied abroad befare our Saviours time, 
ard chen, ſeeing ,they were called 
Helleniſts , or Greciſts, for, uſing 
the Gieek Tranſlation of the old 
Teftament by the Sevemy, - For the 
Gentiles ( unto, whom the Goſpel 
came as weil asto the Jews) many 
of them had it;for their Mather- 
Tonere, and. others familiarly uſed 
it, becauſe the Grec:an Monarchy had 
not lons before ſwayed in all thoſe 
parcs of the, World. This I thought 
v00d to mention, that it mizhr ap- 
pear the more probable, that Gods 
mind was to have his Word under- 
liood by all. 


But there were other people, who 07. 


vncerftood neicher of thoſe Langua- 
ces, | 
" Trere were , and are fill ſuch, Se/. 
ano we do not deny it. But th:1s1s 
ev.dant, that God was n*t pleaſed 
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to cauſ& his Word to be written at 
fir& 1p the Vulgar languages of all 
Nations. ' 'For if he 12d, we ſhould 
not be pezed (as-now we are )) with 
this Queſtion, However what I have 
ſaid, and cannot be denied, ſerves 
to hint this, That Gods mind was 
to have. his Word' underſiood by 
tho'e to whom ir: came, ſeeing he 
wrote to the: Fews in-Hebrew, and 
to the Grecians in Greek. True, 
other people could not underſtand 
it without a Tranſlation. And what 
ſhall we ſay im this Caſe? 'God did 
' not czuſe the [Scripture to be pen. 
ned at firſt in the ſeveral Languages 
of ail people and Nations. We miſt 
here leave our adverſaries to que- 
ſtion God: for it, for we cannot Ce- 
ny,- That the Scripture was-penned 
atfir{t only in two L:guages, which 
many could not poſſibly underſtand 
without a miracle, unleſs it had 
been tranſlated, Only fince 1t was 
thus, we hope our adverſaries will 
nor fay; ig evght not to be tranſla- 
red, ſceirg there was a neceſſity for 
ic, in order tothe underſtanding of 

it, 
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ir, Which elſe could never have been 
without a mizacle, ; 
But how ſhall the vulgar know 2.eff,. * 
whether Tranſlations be according | 
to the Originals > Andthen how can 
the Scripture tranſlated be a Rule of 
faith which muſt bz ſuch asa man 
may be ſare, that there is no errour 
init? 
This is indeed the: Queftion, 
wherewith they go abour to puzzle 
us. For the Scriptore ( ſay they ) 
as tranſlited into the Engliſh congue, 
cannot b2 the Rule of faith, becauſe - 
not infallible. And to this 'wein- * Mr. Fo« 
tend to anſwer, though others have 79%, Mr- 
+” Aath, Vote 
anſwered it long ago*. And our an-;,, ' 
ſwer is; thar : 
1, We knoy of no infallible Spi- 
r1t promiſed, or given of God for 
tranſlating Scripture. And this is 
that which our adverſaries think will 
eive the cauſe wholly on their fid2. 
For ſeeing all Tranſlations are liable 
to Miſtakes, the vulgar, and un- 
learned can nev<cr- have a Rule of 
faith in Scripture, ſay they. Bur 
we ſhall: not quit ou: claime to 
Scripture: 
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Scripture for all this, For we can 


- 


3 diſtinguiſh ( as that learned Divine 
70. White hath) 6b:tween the doftrine taught in 
| - "yo the Scripts e, and the means where-- 
Church, ©» the doftrine 1s mttered to onr capa- 
city, as between things , aud word: 
] he Divine truth which 1s the infalli- 
ble Word of God, is ( ſay we) the 
Rule of faith. The Tranſlations are 
only means to fhew 1t us, and the 
veſlels wherein it is preſented to us. 
And thus in rigour of ſpeech, we 
do not count the Engliſh, orany o- 
ther Tranſlation, no nor the Greek 
or. Hebrew: the Rule, becauſe all 
Language is but a certain form, or 
manner,or means whereby it co- 
meth to us, But becauſe the do. 
&rine is not made known bur by 
words, aud languages : Therefore 
the Scripture tranſlated inco Engliſh 
is a Divine authority for faith, So 
men believe a Divine truth although 
delivered by humane voice, in 
Preaching, and juſt ſo we have the 
infallible Do&rine of the Scripture, 
immediately inſpired by the holy 
GicR, thovgh by an humane Tran-_ 
flation 
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ſlation 1t be manifeſted to us. ; 

9, But how do we know, that 
our Tranſlation is righe, and accord- 
ing.to the Oiiginals > Or how can 
our unlearned people be ſure of it ? 
And if they cannot, how can the 
Engliſh Bibles be to them a Rule of 
Faith ? 

Sol, Onr Eegl:h Bible ( ſaith 
our learned zYhite) contains 11 it two 
thizgs, viz. The Dottrine, and the 
Tranſlation, The Dottrin? was 1m- 

red by God, and written b y men n= 
fallibly afſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Tranſlation was done by the min 
mſry.of the Church, and induſtry of 
certain men, who thaugh they hai no 
ſupernatural inſpiration, yet we know 
mfallbly, they have nt trred in the 
matt.r, by the [ame means whereby we 
kh:ow other 'Trutns, and diſcern other 
Artcles of Chri//tan Faith; V2. 
The light of the Diflr.2: Tranſlated, 
the ref! imony of the Spirit, the mint= 
ftry of the word, the rul.s of Art, the 
knowledge of the Tangues, &c, 

Obj. Some Tranſlations have 
erred , and how ſhall we bz ſure 
| of 
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of this, or that Tranſlation ? 

Sol. We grant, that ſome have 
erred, and any may , unleſs there 
were an infallibſe- Spirit to - aft, 
What is this to us, who maintain 
not this or that Tranſlation, but the 
Scriptures well and faithfully tranſla- 
red, to be the Rule of Faith ? True, 
our Tranſlations bave been altered; 
but this alteration hath bzen in 
words, more then matter. And one 
andthe ſame ſence may be expreſſed 
divers wayes. So we may have diffe- 
rent Tranſlations, without any etro: 
In the matter: and. DoKrine, . Nay 
further, what.: if * 6ve Tranſlation 
ſhould differ from another in ſence, 
we are not therefore bound ro quit 
our Engliſh Bibles, unleſs ic'did ap- 
pear that we have not in them the 
matter and ſubſtance of all Ch: ian 
Do&rine. And here we require it 
be ſhewed and proved, that our ya- 
rious Tranſlations do nor all agrec 
exaly ſo far, as we have in them all 
the Articlesof Chriſtian Faith, which 
are neceſſary to be known and be- 
' lteved in- oder to- our A—_—_ 

Ihe 
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The differences in all our Tranſlati- 
ons are not ſuch, or ſo many, as that 
weſhould need the Churches autho- 


& F rity to afſure and ſertle us. For God 
in 8 openeth che hearts of his people to 
he | know his voice from others, whiles 
a- | the lizhe of Divine truth gives teſti- 


mony to it ſelf, and receives autho- 


1; Þ ricy from noother, as the Suniis ſeen 
in | by its own light, and as we diſcern 
ne | ſweet from ſowre by its own taft. 

ed However (as a learned man hath 
e- if ſaid) wedeny not, that there are dts 


vers means whereby our conſciences 


oy i may beaſſured, Some private, as Skill 
01 i i# tongues, learning, labour, prayery 
e, conference, &c. Some publick, as the 
ut animfry, which aft of the Church « 


not. authority to ſecure, but mniſtry to 
ſhew w, that which ftall ſecure us; 
which miniſtry ts founded on the Scrip- 
ture it ſelf, in that from thence it 
fetcheth the Reaſons that may p:r- 
{wade us, and: ſh.weath the light that 
doth infallibly aſſure us. And the 
dfference between theſe two us this, 
That the Spirit us an inward meany, 
the teaching of the Church an me 

The 
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The Spirit ſecureth us by ku own an- 
thority, the Church airefteth us by her 
muiſtry, The Spirit hath Light ws it 
ſelf, the Church: borroweth hers from 
the Scripture,. For certain, God ne- 
ver ſince his people had his Laws 
written to them, hath left them 
wichout a miniſtry , and this 1s the 
oreat work of that miniltry, to cauſe 
the people to underſtand the LaWs of 
God. And how this can be done 
amongſt our vulgar, unleſs by tran- 
flating the Scripture, ler them (hey, 
that can, for we cannor. 
.. Whereas our Adverſaties take oc- 
cafion hence to quarrel Scriprure, 
as no competcent Rule of faith, be- 
cauſe the unlearned vulgar wart 1 
Rule, and can have no other chen 2 
Bible cranſlated, which is liable co 
many and great miſtakes ; we may 
juſtly queſtion them abour thei! 
| Tranſlations: For they know, there 
1s a Latine Tranſlation (not che Ori- 
cinal fol certain) which is with them 
commended as authentical, to ſay no 
more. ' Only we defire thera firſt to 
anſwer for themſelves. However w: 

| mzy 
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may juſtly marvel, that they ſend us 
to Tradition, for our aſſurance abour 
Tranſlations, ſeeing our preſent Enc- 
liſh Tranſlations are of no ſuch an- 
tient date, as we need to enquire 
much, what our Fathers thought of 
them. They are beſt known and dii- 
cerned by thoſe who beſt underſtand 
the Originals, and have the moſt 
helps and means which God hath al- 
lowed for ſuch a work, as Tranſla- 
tinz the Scriptures, And for theſe 
we may without oftentation ſay, that 
we have as good, and as many, as 
they have, and the Tranſlations we 
have are approved of by our Church, 
though not by theirs. If the Papiſis 
wouid, or could prove that the Scrip- 
tures ought not to be tranſlated at . 
all, or elſe help us to a Tranſlation 
abſolutely anſwerable to the O:1g1- 
nals, and give us good. ſecurity for it, 
they ſhould do both us and them-' 
ſelves a good piece of ſervice, Bur 
there is an abſolute neceſſity of Tran- 
ſlations, unleſs we knew of any ex- 
traordinary and miraculous way of 
bringing our people rounde'ſand ” 
wi 
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will of God in his wricten Word, 


And what then 1s to be done? or | th 
what can w2 doin order to the ſal- I lit 
vation of poor ſouls? There are |} ou 
ſome perhaps, who can reſolve this |} ci 
otherwiſe then wedare, and ſay, | un 
Let them alone to be as ignorant as f Al 
may be , and beliey: only, as the NN I:f 
Church believes,, right or wrong. Þ Ge 
Bur for our part, weare of the mind, © W 
that our people wiii never grope If kn: 
out the way to Heaven, while ÞÞ re! 
they are blindfolded, nor can we be |} we 
perſvaded, thac ignorance is the I lie) 
mother of devotion, though we 
know it is the. mother of ſuperſiti- Þ 2n{ 
on. God turns men from darkneſs ÞÞ (et 
yvto light, when he tarns themfron the 1 
power of Satan unto him{elf , AR. pre 
26. 18. and why came our Saviout | '\e 
a l112hc into the world, if we may go ff the 
co Heaven as blind '2s we are born ? || 3nd 
what have we to do while we areſ 2 

ere vpon earth, more then to get ſ} that 
grace and knowledge, and'growin iſ t:r, 
1c.more and more? Heaven is called I read 
the iahericance of che Saints in light, Nor c 
and Hell is called utter darkneſs. his | 
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To ſay no more of this; we have 
the Scriptures tranſlated into Eng- 
liſh, becauſe the greateſt number of 
our people ( whoſe ſouls are as pre- 
cious as uthers) cannot otherwiſe | 
underſtand them without a miracle, 
And we uſe the bz(t means we have 
Jefc us, to Make our people know 
Gods mind and will in b1; written 
Word. And for Tradi:tioþ; we 
know no uſe of it, unleſs 1c!b2 firſt 
reſolved beyond all exception, that = 
we muſt believe as the Chu:ch b2- - 
leves, whatever the Scripture ſaith, 

Whac hath been ſaid already 10 
anſwer cothe former Queries, may 
ſerve in part forthe ſour:h and laſt 
Quizry, about the ſence and inter- - 
fretation of Scripture, However 
ve ſhall lay waat w2 think, about 
the I2trer of Scripture not ſerck, 
nd to be ſenc'd, 

Noy the ſence of ProteſNants tt, 
that Scripture both words and :11t- 
t2r, is the Rule of faith, anJ they 
read it, as any man rezds his friends, 
or co!:reſpondents letiers to know 
his mind in th:m , or as Factous 
F b-; ond 
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: beyond ſea come to know theic 


-Merchants orders, given them in ff * 
and by their letters. Sometimesa || \ 
difference ariſes among theſe, and (| * 

then what can a FaRour do to ff F 
clezr himſelf more, then to produce || fi 
his Merchants le.ters, and ſay, | © 
Here is the order you gave me, and fÞ 
I have followed it? ſo do we, when fÞ 
we are queſtioned about our faich; | 
we know no other anſwer bur this, | '?: 
that we have ordcrs given us 'n be 
Scripture to believe ſo and ſo, and if 50 
not otherwiſe, We cannot in this 
caſe abſira& the leiter from th: If {ct 
;ſence. Scholars indeed, in their Þ ay 
contemplations , may make ſuch lett 
abſtractions. B:1t what have we to] £3P 
do with them in praRical uſe, or-f -? 
bout moral aRions ? for in ſuch c:- iſ * 
ſes, we muſt (as all ſober men do) ther 
.cake words , and ſence together, {*2:« 
Words and letters ( as far as wee lon! 
vcr learar ) ſerve only to (ignifi: held 
mens ſence, and meaning. And that 
ſo doth the letter of Scripture figni-Þ 'f* 
fie Gods mind and meanipg in I. _ 


And ſo we produce them in apy maty * 
IN 0 


" 
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ter of queſiton, as men do their 


written evidences ina trial at Law. 


Would it be allowed in ſucha caſe, 
that a Lawyer ( if any ſuch could 
Foſſibly be found ) ſhould evade a 
full, and clear evidence, by abſtra- 
Qing the letter from the ſence ? all 
men of common reaſon know, that: 
written evidences are intended to 
ſhew mens ſence and meaning, and 
that the letter and the ſence cannot 
be ſeparated, though every puny 
Sophiſter can diſtinguiſh then, 

In this diſtinguiſhing between the 
letter, and ſence of Scripture, and 
ſaying that Proteftants have only the 
letter of Sc:1pture for their Rule, we 
can cueſs at no deliyn bur this, that 
Ppitis would have us run as far as 
Rime, to fetch the ſence of Scripture 
thence, And then we may have ir 
ſenc'd as 1t hath been heretofore by 
lome of them. For inſtance ; B:- 
held here are two ſwords, Luke 22.38. 
that is, the Pope hath the poiver of 
the ſpiritual and temporal ſword. 
Thou baſl put Il things under hu f 


Þl -! heep end ox, "and the beaſts of 
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the fill, Phl. 8.6, 7. anJ this is ap- 
plied to Chrilt, Heb. 2. but the Ro- 
man ſenſe is, that all things are ſub- 
je rothe Pope, By cattel, they will 
have us under(iand men on Earth; 
by the fiſhes in the ſea, the ſouls in 
Purgatory; and the birds are the 
ble(ied ſouls in Heaven, Or as they 
all ſeem to ſence that command of 
Chritt, Drizk ye all of this, Dinky: 
not not all of this. Theſe 1eemn fo: 
certain to make neither the I-trer, 
nor the ſence of Sctipture to be th: 
Rule, br ſomeahac elſe. 

But the letter cannot bz a Rul: 
(ſay they) ſeeing the letter ſpeaks 
things oth2twiſe then they ought to 
b2 underſiood. Fo: the letter attti 
butes hands and feer, cc. to Go), 
which muſt not be ſo much as 1mag;- 
ned, fezing he is a Sp1rir, 

We need not for all this bz behol- 
den to Tradition, or f-2k for th: 
ſence of Scripture from the Churc 
of Rom?. Oar reaſon. { if we had nt 
o:hcrthing to help us ) will ceach us, 
that God hath no limbs, nor ſences, 
as we men have, and ftherefore we: 
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abhor to make any repreſentations: 
of God tn any bodily ſhape, as know- 
in2 it unreaſonable to repreſent God 
by the fimilitnde of 7ny creature, 
Whac realon2ble man can be igne= 
rant, that Gods bands (iznitie his 
pover, and his eyes, his providence, 
Ge, and thic ſuch expretſions ar-: 
made uſe of by the Holy Ghoſt, in a 
way of condeſcention to our infit>- 
mity? To ſay no more, theſe rea- 
ſonings are no better then t:iflings,, 
and are b2ſt aa!were i by taking leaſt 
n2tice oi chem, 

For £1ving the ſence of Scripture, 
we have the mini{ry, which is an 
ordinance of God appointed for that 
end, So 1/r-e had a Law, and Prieſts 
togive the ſence of it, /Aalac, 2. 7. 
and we have a precedent recorded, 
N:hem, 8. 8. and we think, that Pa» 
pits meanin2 is, the people ſhould 
ſeek the ſence of Scripture ar the 
Prieſts lips, ſeeing they allow theirs 
to have no Bibles. Bur what need 
they make ſuch ado about this ? are 
they, or can they be ignorant, that 
all the great neceſſary truths. of the 

F 3 Goſpel 
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Goſpel are ſer down ſo plainly in Þf |: 
Scripture, as no man can mils of the || Þl 
true ſence, if he do but read them If 
withdeliberation ? there isno Tran- |} {© 
flation but hath all theſe, and no  M 
man in his ſences can be ignorant of | «1 
them, if he will but read the Bible. | 
And this is the love and kindneſs of {| 'u 

,od to us, to give us & plain andan F 
eaſic Rule, What though ſome things | bl 
are hard ro exerciſe our diligence, I *i 
yet all the neceſſary ſaving doarine | 1 
of Chriſt is open and obvious to ſuch I Pa 
as are willing to underſtand and to  8!\ 
uſe means for that end. Thus God Þf fo! 
hath written Laws, as men do for || a 
ſuch as are concerned, and both the {| for 
Laws of God and man may be under-  !nc 
ood by all, it chey will do what is i of 
their (uty in ordzr toir, There are Po 
Records of mens Laws, which we | are 
may call th2 Originals, and thereate | ſee 
Statute-B»oks printed for men to | No! 
read, and know the Laws, And anc 
therefore all that tranſgreſs theſe Þ Sta 
Laws, are queſtioned and puniſhed, Þ wit 
chouth there are many that cannot | the 
read them, becauſe they know nota iſ Lay 
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letter, Fort 1s juſtly and reaſona- 
bly preſumed, thar all that hive @a' 
mind, may come to know the Laws 
ſo much as concerns them. And ſo: 
may our people ( ſay we) come to 
know the Laws of God in Scripture, 
if they are willing to it. Therefore - 
ſuch Queries about the ſence of Scrip- 
ture, Ec, are no better then quib-= 
bles. They chat b.fie themſelves to 
trouble us with ſuch captious Quelii- 
ons, miyht do well to beftow their 
pains abour ſome others, who may 
give them more thanks, then we can, 
for their labour, I mean our unto- 
wardly people, who are ſome of them 
fomerimes tryed for their lives, being 
indiged upon the Laws and Statutes 
of our Land. Let them prompt theſe 
poor wret-hes to plead, that th: Laws 
are no Rule for them to walk by, 
ſceing they never could read them, 
nor perhapsever ſaw a Statute-Book, © 
and they cannot b2 ſure, the printed 
Statutes are the ſame word for word 
with the original Records ; nor can 
they be ſure whac is the ſence of the 
Laws, for Lawyers are ſometimes 

Fa divided 
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divided in their ofintons about 1!, 
O ! what a brave piece of ſervice this 
would be counted by ſome, thus to 
make void all the Liws of the Land! 
But the Laws of £-g/azd muſt not be 
laid down upon ſuch pretences, and 
(we hope) the Lins of God in Sctip- 
cure ſhall nor be made void upen n9 
berter grounds. 

For our vulzar ; they have as many 
advantages to know the Rule of taith 
in Sct1pture, as they have to know the 
Laws of the Lan3J, and no ſc. b:r man 
can ſay, or think otherwiſe, For as 


we have ſuch as arc ſtudied and un-- 


cerſtanding tn the L:ws of Erg/and, 
ſo we have ſuch as are by office __ 
to cauſe others to know the Laws of 
God.” And thus hath Cod provided 
in all ages of the Church, that his peo- 
ple may not periſh for lack ot know- 
ledge. True, the Prie(ts may, as once 


they ad, Alal.c. 2.8. depart out ef 


the way, and carſe m. ny to ſtumb/e at 
the Law,> And when it is thus, no 
marvel if Tradiiton in the Church b: 
not ſo infal;tble a witneſs cf the ſaith 
of Forefathers, ſeeing moſtly; as 0 
tne 
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the P.1eſt, ſo are the people. How-- 
ever this hath been Gods ordinary 
way for teaching his people, and 
Gods O:dinance is not the wotte for 
mans abuſe, His Laws are plain and. 
ealie to be known by ſuch as are wil- 
ling, and will uſe means to learn 
th:m, becauſe be hath appointed 
Officets io teach the 200d knowledge 
of his wayes and wills, Hence WS 
m3y jultly ſay of theſe exceptions; 
thac racy are to ſma 1 purpo'e, and 
whoever wei.hs the argument. will 
find it £2 (trike almoſt dire&ly at the 
dealings of God, in declaring and di:- 
penſing the knowledge of his will. 
For this is.confcll2d, and cannot be 
reaſonably denied, that Scripture 
was penned by the Holy Ghoſt, not 
In the ſeveral languayes of all people, 
buc in ewo only, which few now 
acayes in compariſon do under{zand. 
H-nce there is a neceflity. of eranila- 
ting andin;erpretinz Scripture, and 
for this purpolc God hath given gifts 
tomen, and th. fe viſrs we uſe as Ve 
ou2ht todo. Whatr need our Adver- 
ſaries quarrel us about what we cant- 
Fs5 not : 
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got help 2. but we know what lies at 


bottom, They would fain have us go 


down to them to ſharpen our ſhares 
and our coulters, &c, which weare 
-not willing to do, fo long as we have 
Smiths enough at home to make us 

Swords and Spears. 
I ſhall now conclude our anſwers, 


with that which we count the Pillar 


of our hopes, and (as may ſay) the 


Sure-footing of our faith in Scripture, ' 


We do indeed make the Scriptures 


our only Rulz, and believe chat in 


themalone is preſcribed to us, what- 
ever God would have us to know and 
doin order to our ſalvation. And in 
this our faith we own the Divine au- 
thoricy, whereof we ſee ſo many evi- 
dent tokens in the Scriptures them- 
ſelves. But yet we ſay, that as God 


only is a competent witneſs of him-_ 


ſelf ſpeaking to us in his Word, ſo 
his Word is never well rooted in our 
hearts, till ic be ſealed to us by the in- 
ward Teſtimony of his Spiric, that 
S-irit which ſpake by: the Prophets 
piercing our hearts, and perſwading 
us, that What God commanded _ 
| n 
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been faithfully delivered to us accor- 
dingly. And this promiſe ye bave, 
Iſa. 59.21. not his Word only, but 
his Spicic alſo to ſeal ir upon the ſoul 
of every true believer. To this ſeal- 
of the Spirit we owe all that acquieſ- 
cency WE have in Scripture, For 
when we are therewith eplightned 
and enlivened, we do no more truſt. 
our own, or others judgement, but 
are carried up above whatever is of 
man, and ſo we reſolye beyond all 
doubcings and fears, that Scripture is 
of God alone. Then we lcok no 
more after proofs, or probabilities, 
but ſubmit our reaſon and all we have. 
to that authority which we dare not 
any longer to deny, or diſpute, For. 
then we have an inward lively ſenſe - 
of God ſpeaking in Scripture, and. - 
are eflgRually drawn wittingly and 
willingly to ſubmic ©@ qur Maſter in 
Heaven. $9: we account ( as we 
have reaſon) chat only to be fajth- 
unfeigned, which God by his Spirir 
ſeals upon our heaxts, in Qur bearing 
and reading the Scriptures. —_ 
Bur chis mgy ſcem range doQtine 
to: 


"7 220} 
ro ſuch as know nothing of theſz 
matters by experience. Fherefore 
I ſhalldiſcourſe ic a lictle, that I may 
(if poſſible ) mak? it manifeſt even 
tO reaſon. 

The queſiion between us and our 
Adverfaries is about the Rule of faith, 
This faith (it is granted) is ſuch as 
leads us to our bliſe. Hence we Pro- 
reſtanrs conclude, that this faith can- 
not be'w:cught in us but by the Spi:it 
of God, which alone worketh all ſp1- 
ritual good, And this alto, that the 
Spirit of God works it (orcinari!y at 
leaſt ) by che Word, as 1ts moſt pro- 
per infirumenr, Will any putus to 
prove this ? ſurely they muſt have too 
much of the Atheiſt that queſtion ic, 
For how was all the world converted 
ro'thefatch of Chritt? was it not by 
the preaching of Chrits World, and 
bis Spirit opening their hearts to re- 
ceive it in the power of it? cid not 
Chriſt and his Apoſiles oper andex- 
Pound the Old Teflament to confirm 
the truths of the Goſpel ? Luk 24. 
27. As 26. 22, and did not the 
Spiric work thar fzich whereby chou- 
ſands 
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ſands believed that truth > 

Buc this is Scriprure, and it muſt 
not be allowed (if our Adverſaries 
be judges) to give evidence for us 
in this Caſe, 

We ſhall therefore require them 
to (hew, what ſe; vice Tradition did 
hen Chriſt and his Apoſtles pteach- 
ed the Goſpel, We hope, they (viz. 
Chrit and his Apoftles) were affured 
ſome other way, that the Oid Teſta- 
ment was the Word of God. And 
if they made uſe of it to open the 
blind eyes; we may be excuſed for 
ſaying, that God works faith in man 
by his Word, as the moſt uſual Inſtrus 
ment. And if this alſo be queſtioned, 
ler Papiſts ſhew, how faith, which 
ſaves our ſouls, is, or can be wroughr 
by their Oral, or Practical Tradition, 
We know well, chat chilJren are ape 
enou-h to take up what they fee, or 
hear cheir Provenitors do, or ſay be- 
forettem.” And ſo they commor ly 
p:ofe\s che Reli;ion (whatever it be) 
which they find ready to their hands, 
Yea, it is with'many, the great argu- 


ment- for their Reli,icn, that their 


Fore- 
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Forefathers were ſo minded, Bur 


what is all this co the bringing us un- - 


to a ſound þ:lieying on our Lord Jz- 
ſus Chriſ,, co che ſaving of our ſouls? 
we bclieve Scripture to be the Word 
of God, becauſe it isthe witneſs Which 


God bach given of himſelf, Nor do- 
we know any other way of receiving. 


any Teftimony, nor cur Adverſaries 
neither, aswe think, We know too; 
thara man may believe the Scriptures 
to be the Word of God, and yer be 
far enough from that faith which will 
bring bim co his happineſs. The De- 
yil ( ic is ſaid) cited and urged Scrip- 
rure, as Gods Word, though to a very 
bad purpoſe, Certainly, that faith 
which brings men to their happineſs, 
is ſomewhat more then a bare belief 


of Scripture-Fruth. It is indeed a 


receiving of Chriſt offered in the 
Promiſes, ſuch as cauſes us to account 
all bat lo/s ayd dung for Chrift, And 


for this purpoſe,. God. ſhines. 1» onr 


beargs to give the light of the know- 


| — of =! of God inthe face of 


Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4.6. 
Now it almoſt amazeth us, to hear 
» o X af 
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of ſuch a faith wrought by Traditiov, . 
What ! hath God no Word ar all, or 
hath he given no teſtimany nor wit- 
neſs of himſelf, and his will, befide 
the reſtimony of men ? what need is 
there of Scripture if this range do- 
arine take place? For (ſay our 
Adverſaries) Tradition is the only 
Rule of faith, and it bath admirable 
ſtrength by rhe ſupernatural aſhRances 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Nay further, we 
muſt be all Fanaticks, if we hold to- 
Scripture; and let go Tradition. Bur: 
this needs no anſwer with thoſe who 
believe that God hath a Word of hig 
ownto be a witneſs of his Will. And 
ſhall we be perſwaded, that the Teſti-- 
mony of men 1s greater then that of 
God ? there may be (we granr, and 
queſtion nor ) ſome force of Tradi- 
tion for the deſcent of the main bod 

of Chriſts do&rine. But whats this 
to the purpoſe, unleſs ir be proved, 
that the Teſtimony of men is the . 
power of God to ſalvation, whiles by 
It, and not by his Word, he brings 
men-ro believe? Alas! whar faith 
do our Adverſaries 60unt upon ?! 
Do 
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' Dothey dream of being ſaved on- 
ly by a certain perſwaſion, that the 
do&rine of Chriſt is atruth, and ro 
lye ? If they do, letthem keep their 
faith tochemſelves, We count upon 
ſomewhat elſe, which ( we are ſure) 
can never bz effeAually wrought in 
us b.it by che Word, and Spirit of 
God. And yer we do not yicld to 
them, that we can be no other way 
aſcertained ofthe doarine 0; Chritt 
25 true, then by Tradition. For ve 
believe the Tefiimony of God ſpeak- 
ing tous in Scripture, and ſhall (1 
hope ), while we live, account of It 


more then Tradition, of any Tefli- 


mony of men. 


I ſhall now add ſomew hat :s an 
Anſwet in general to all, ardevery 


one of the former Exceptions, or a- 
py others of the ſame, or Itke kind, 
We ſy, that. there 1s one onely 
Rule of Faith and marn2rs, and'that 
is the Divine truth, orthe Do&rine 
of Clirit, which is ſummed up into 
ch:ſe two general heads, viz, Faith 
and Obed:ence,d6r faith and holineſs, 
according to what: God hath decla- 
red, 
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red, as his mindand will. What he 


promiſes, we are to believe;and when - 


he commands we are to obey. And 
in both we fulfill the will of GoJ,a-d 
walkin the ways of eternal life, This 
Divine truth we never found any 
where, brt in the Scripture, andif 
our adverſari:s have made any other 
ciſcovery, we think it their duty, to 
acquaint us with it, 'That the Son 
of God was made ran, did, and 
roſe again, &e, for our redemption, 
a'l Chriſtians acknowledge ; as alfo, 
that all who hope for ſalvation 


by ChriR Jeſus muRt 'deny all ingod- 


lineſs and worldly luſts, and live ſo- 
berly, 11ghteouſly and godly in this 
preſent world, And this to know 


and do isecrernal life, and if our ad- 


verſaties, orany before them, ever 
knew this doQrine otherwilc then by 
Scripture, we are Willing to lea D. 
For their Tradicions ( asthey fgnt- 
fie R:s rraditas) we hive nothing ro 
do wich th2m. For the queſtion put 
to us, is only this, how w2 are, of 
can be aſcertained of Ecripture, thar 
It hath delivered over to us the Do- 
Qiire 
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Arine of Chriſt ? and this queſtion 
drawn out into many and ſeveral t 
Queries, we have anſwered already, 2 
and now give this asananſwer to all } 
of them or any che like. And this | - 
wedo, not for the ſake.of ſuch asare Fr 
more knowinz, and better grounded f| n 
In the faith, but only for the bene- | uw 
fir of poor ſouls, who through want | d 
and weakneſs of underitanding, may IU d 
be puzzled with ſuch queſtions. nc 

Now to theſe we ſay again, that I} is 
we hold nothing for a Rule of faith I ti 
bur the Divinetruth, which teaches an 
the way of ſalvation by Chriſt. For I thi 
Qtlginals, or tranſlations of Scrip- | lin 
ture, we know there was: a- time;.l to 
when there was neither of them, || th; 
And yet there wageyer, fince God | mc 
had a Church upon eatth, a revel | of 
tion of the doQrine of Chritt, Hence |} dot 
this Do&rine muſt be the Rule,. un- Þ ſup 
leſs we will ſay the people of God f| Wh 
had no Rule of faith for two thou- {| tiou 
ſand years, and more. ' For what-f Tra 
ever God reveals as bis mind, that Þ +nd 
we, mult heed to believe, and obey. | ſure 
There may be a difference, and hath] tion 


| been 
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te:n in the manner of Revelations- 
but the Divine cruth revealed was 
alwaies the ſame, wiz. Feſues Chriſt 
the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever, Heb. 13.8. There 1s no other 
zame given under Heaven , whereby 
men can be ſaved, AQ. 4. 12. This 
we believe, as all Gois people have 
done from the beginning, and this 
doctrine of Chriſt ( which we find 
no where but in the holy Scriptures ) 
is the Rule, and Law, and founda- 
tion of our faith, So the Rule is, 
and hath been always the ſame; 


x | though the way and manger of revea- 
>» || ling it bath been vatious, according 
2; | to the will and pleaſure of God, and 
n, | that at firſt more obſcure, and afcer- 


more and more clear, till che Sun: 
of righteouſneſs aroſe, And of this 
docrine revealed no Chriſtian ( we 
ſuppoſe ) hath ever made queſtion, 


od | What need is there then of ſuch cap- 
u- || tious Queries about the Originals and 
at- | Tranſlations ? or about the letcer 
"at | 20d ſence of Scripture ? We are 


ſure, that all Originals and Tranſla- 
tions offer and hold forth che do- 
cRrine. 
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Atine of Chriſt, and whatever the 
letter be, this is the ſence, that Chriſt 
is the only ſalvation of God. 

And is there indeed no way of 
aſſuring this to us, bur Tradicion, or 
the Churches Teſtimony, as ir bath 
been given in all ages ? This {as hach 
been ſaid) is to confirm the Tcſtin o- 
ny of God, by that of men. Andif 
our Faith be grounded only on th? 
Tranſlation, ( Evgliſh, or other ) 
our foundation is the knowledge, 
$kill, and faichfulneſs of men, and 
they that cannot read ( as ſome, we 
are ſure, cannot ) muſt have no foun- 
dation atall. Bur he that hath the 
cruth of God concerning the ſalvati- 
on of men by Jeſus Chri®, whether 
in the Originals, or Tranſlations, or 
whereſoever, hath a ſure foundation, 
viz, the unchangeable counſel of 
God which never fails. As for the 
Tranſlations, or che Otiginals; 
though the truth of God contained 
in them be the Rule, yet neither of 
them is any part of it, For they are 
only means to conveigh and deliver 
ove: to ren the Divine truth, whica 
is 


3% 3G. i. 9% ah. oy NE as EB 


3 


—" FIFJ 

isthe only Rule. And.this we hay®© 
(1 fay again) in all Originals and 
Tranſlations; and whatever ſences 
have been made of Scripture by any, 
all agree unanimouſly 1n the doarine 
of ſalvation by Chriſt, What need 
we then be queſtioned about thac, 
which no Chriſtian ever made Que- 
ſiizn of? If there be any ſuch as 
doubt, whether men are ſaved by 
Chriſt only, or whether they who are 
ſaved-by him, muſt walk 1n love, and 
ſhew their love by keeping his Com- 
mandments, we deſire to have no- 
thing to do with them, as not Ceſer= 
ving the name of Chriſtians, And 
wheth:r we can be aſſured of this do- 
Ariinc in noother way then by Tradi- 
tion, ] ſhall now leave to be judzed 
by ſuch as will impartially weigh what 
hath b22n ſaid. 

] have now done arguing and an- 
ſwering, and ſhall only adviſe ſuch, 
2S are by their profeſſion Pioteltants, 
that they would ſeriouſly bthink 
themſelves, how they may hold faſt 
the profeſſion of their faith, withour 
Wayering unto the end. 

The 
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and meaning of God in his written 


for it: Gods Word is his laſt Will 
and Teſtament, by whica alone we 
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The advice TIoffer them, 19, 
1. That they labour much, and 
earnelitly to -underftand the mind 


Word. And good reaſon there is 


come to know, what Inheritance 
there is laid up for us in Heaven, and 


what Legacies he hath bequeath'd us | ,q 
for our livelihood and ſubſiſtence to I ,,, 
all Ecernity. Scripture 1s (as I may i ;4, 
call it) che Charter by which we have I 4; 
and hold all the Liberties and Privi- El 
ledses which are freely confert*d ani } (j« 
beſtowed on us, by the grace of out 1, 
Lord Jcſus Chriit; as alio, all the  oer 
Laws and Orders we are bound to ob- |} p;; 
ſerve, as we are Cirizens of the New Þ t, , 
and Heaven'y Jeruſalem, What 5» 
ſhould Chrifiizns then do other, then | me: 
read over their Fathers Will, and | Eno 
fudy exactly in every particular what ny ) 
concerns them in order co cher i} ;heg, 
everlaſting happineſs. The Letter, ff cern 
and the ſence, the Hiſtory, and the of © 
myſterie, every part and patticleſ zce | 
ſhould be in our hea:rs and heads, ſ reaq 
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ſo as we may have them ( as we ſay) 
at our fingers ends. 

If any ask, How ſhall thisbe > I 
anſwer, That 1 intend no direQion 
to thoſe who know better then my 
ſelf, what is to be done for that end, 
nor yet for thoſe who are more 
knowipg, or of better eſtates and abi- 
lities, For theſe have many and great 
advantages to underſtand the Scrip- 
cures, by improving the labours cf 
thoſe learned ones that have made ic 
their work and buſineſs to clear the 
more obſcure and difficult paſſages in 
ttem. My only aim is, to help thoſe 
poor ſouls, who want the help of lar- 
oer Commentaries, Anrotations, or 
Paraphraſes, ©, and have no means 
to procure them, or if they had, are 
no way capacitared ta uſe them, T 
mean ſuch as can hardly read our 
Ensliſh Bibles, andothers (too ma- 
ny) who cannot do ſo much. For 
theſe, as well as others, ate con- 
cern'd toenquire after theknowledge 
of Gods will in his Word, and theſe 
are therefore to read ir, or hear tt 
read to them, in ſuch a manner, asto 
under» 


P 


underſtand Ws. _ 5 and hear, 
And this (1 am confident) they may 
be enabl:d to do in ſome good mea- 
ſure, by following the direRions cn- 
_ 

Let them be firſt, and moſt in 
Quching thoſe Scriptures, which are 
p'ainelt, and moli eaſie ro be undet- 


Ttood ; v.z, The New. Tellament, & 
wherein the Evanzelifts and Apoſtles anc 
ſpeak to them, 2s tO children, ealily I ji; 
and plainly, in all points of ſaith and I the 
manners, whites they declare more i eye 
familia:ty, accordin2 to the diſpen- I not 
Tatton of Goſpel-times, how all the I thir 
P.ophecies and Promiſe: of the Old I ang 
Teftiment concerning Chrilt, anJ his Þ The 
Kingdom, are accompliſhed and fl. part 
filled to a tittle, ſo as there is robe [t@0 


expeacd ny other manifeſtation, till 
hiscoming to j d.e ll th? wo; ;1d in 
tl 2hreovinels. The Old Teſtament 
(which ſh2ws what were the ciſpena- 

tions of Gods grace towards kis peo» 
p1:, till Ch: its coming in the fleb) 
muſt alſo be read in Its order, and 

hzeded too, if there were no other 
reaſon, for this, that we may be the 
more 


Cabs) © 
more confirm'd is the faich of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrig, ſeeing he only 
from the beginning hath been pro» 
miſed and offered to mankind, as the 
only name under Heaven whereby 
. we muſt be ſaved. For this is cafie 
to be ſeen by all, who will open their 
eyes, Thar all che Hiftories of the 
Old Teſtament, the Books of Moſes, 
and all the Laws and Ordinances by 
h's hand delivered to 1ſ-ae/, as alſo 
the Pſalms, and all che Propbers in 
every leaf and line of them, ſpeak 
nothing but Chrit, and 'the great 
things of God to be accompliſhed in 
and by him, unto the end of all things. 
They mult therefore read both, com- 
paring the one with the other, ſo as 
to obſerve, how all that was foretold 
and promiſed, is fulfilled and per- 
formed .in theſe laſt dayes, | 

ly. In readin2 borh the Old and 
New Teſtament, let them take moſt 
notice of thoſe places and pailages, 
which more plainly and fully lay be- 
fore chem che main poincs and Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith, ſuch as 
* Fe may call che Pillars of the Chrie 
(ttan, 
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Ftian Church, buile upon the only 
foundation Jeſus Chriſt. And thoſe 
I ſhall reduce to-theſe three or four 
Heads. Eds 

I, The Fall of all Mankind, wich 
_ -the wofull extreme corruption, and 
depravation of our nature ſo perver- 
os as we are of our ſelves in every 
thing contraryto God, and hiswill, 
Enemies toall that is £00d, and in- 
clin'd ro nothipg bur evil. 

2. The only all-fufficient remedy 
repar'd for that malady, which was 
1n it ſelf deſperate, and paſt al cure, 
or hope, viz, The fullneſs of Chrit 
mighty to ſave, and the way of faich 
in applying him to our ſelves, for the 
pardon of all fin by his ſatisfaion 
and merir, and che purging of it by 
the efficacy of his grace andſpirit, 

3. The many and great obligations 
hid upon us by that grace, which hach 
appeared, and bringeth ſalvation; 

codeny all ungodlinefs, and worldly 
luſts, and co live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and codly in this preſent world, ſo to 
anſwer the condition of the Goſpel- 
Covenant in ſerving -him, who is our 
only Redeemer, - 4+ The 


a 
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4- The providences of God, dif- 
poling of his people in all their wayes 
here upon earth, together wich che 
Crown of righteouſnefs laid up 'for 
th | them in Heaven, when they. ſhall 
nd | have run our their race, to receive 
r- | theendof their faith. | | 
ry | © Nowmhocan look intoiScripeure, 
y, | and norſce all theſe clearly preſen- | 
n- | tedto his view ? For what ſo plain to: - '. | 

be read there, as Gods mercy through 
dy | the meric of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ras | for the recovery of faln man out of 
re, | fin and miſery, and the duty unto 
it | which he is oblig'd upon that ac- 
ch | count? What need any be troubled 
he | ar Scriptures difficuky? Can any 
on | read, or hear theſe read, as they are 
by | there ſer down, and make the anſwer 
-which the Eunach 'made to Php, AR. 3. 31 
ns | acking him, If he underſtood; what 
ch | hz read ? And who is there that uh- 
n; {| derftands and believes theſe'tbings 
dly | with all his heart, rhat thatf nor:be 
ly, | faved in the day of Chrift? Here then 
tofl (1 ſay #gain-)'tetthem hbour tobe 
rooted and grounded inthe koow- 
ledge and belief 'of theſe cHings, 
Mp G2 which 
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which they may run and read in 
-Scriprure, and tull they are ſo (tabli. 
ſhed, lercchem look no further, Yet 
ir rot my mind, they ſhould never 
\look further. 1 would only have 
them begin wich theſe, and (o lay a 
ſure foundation, and then-build upon 
ic by making a mote firiR inquitie ia- 
toall, andevery Particle of ir, ſo «: 


ol. 3, 2. their hearts may be comforted, being 


knit together w love, and unto al; 
riches of the full aſſurance of under- 
ft.nding , to the ackrowledgment :f 
the myſtery of God, and of the Father, 
and of Chriſt, Oc (as the ſame A- 


Col, 1, 9. poltle hach ic) To be filled with the 


keowledge of his will inall wiſdom, 
and ſpiritual underſtanding, that they 
may walk worthy of his calling, to al 


| pleaſing, bring fruitfull inevery good 


work , and - increaſing in the know- 
ledge of God. 

zly. Lec them read, and read a- 
2ain, over and over as often as 
Poſſible, though they alwaies meer 


wich ſome things hard to be under- 


ood. For ſome, yea many thingy 
i Scripture ace ſuch,” and yep it1s 
| 3” and 
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not upon that accounc no Rule of 
Faith to the meancſ Chriſtian, and: 
of the loweſt form in Chritts School.. 
Yea we are juſtly confident: ro chal- 
lange our Adverſaries, and pur them 
to name one Atticle of. our- Faith, 
which the Scriprure tcacheth nor as 
plainly, as any man can wiſh, or ay 
they -rh:mſelves can devile to ſpeak: 
ir,. Now theſe being ſo eaſily un- 
&rſtood at firſt fight: withour an In- 
rerpreter, - our” often reading them 
(in ſo many places repeated) ſervey, 
as to help our memories, and con- 
firm us the more in our belief, ſoro- 
quicken us the more to our duty, in- 
walking more anſwerably unto theſe. 
preat things of God, But there is- 
ſomewhat more in it, and this chey 
ſhalt- know thac wiil be ar pains ro 
make a tryal,; that ofcen reading. of 
theſe is a ſingular help co underſtand 
thoſe which are more hard to be un- 
derſtood. For what is ſomewhere ſpo- 
ken more obſcurely,is in other places 
ſpoken: more plainly; and the plais - 
places, well remembred, will be as 
a Commentarie upow the more dark, 
G-3 and 


(144) | 
and difficult, And for this purpoſe» 
kerit be conſidered, that Scripture is 
difficult co none ſo muchas to thoſe, 
who are greateſt firangers to it, and 
ſeldome cake a Bible into their hands 
to read in it with avy attention, 
whereas many (and 1 wiſh there 
were more ) who can only read'iir, 
and uſe ſuch ſmall belps, as God mi. 
niſters to them, while they are con» 
cionable in what is their duty , are 
able to prove, and juftifie the main 
_ erounds, and articles of their faich 

eut of the word of God againſt any 
thit queſtion them, What if ſome 
things be Cifficalt, ſo long as theſe 
which are abſolucely neceſſzry be 
plain, and eaſy ? all are not bound 
co-che ſame degree, and meaſare of 
knowledge, and this ( I hope ) no 


fobzr marrwill queſtion, 1am now. 


perſwading thoſe of the meaneft, and 
loweſt ranck to ſtudy what (I ſay 
again) they may ſufficiently under- 
ſtand, though. they have none to 
?uide them, And ler them be iff 
prefling forward and prying further, 
to diſcover as much, as may be _ 
| an 
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and known, For why hath God re- 


;'veal'd his will, but thatwe ſhould ac- 
quaint our ſelves with it? Lee the word Col. 3.164 


of Chriſt dwell in you richly, &c. 1, e.. 
plencifully, abundantly. He meansg,. 
It ſhould not lodge as a ſtranger for 
2 nighr, bur abide with- chem, and: - 
they to give..ir rich and liberal enter- 
rainmenc, and make ic their familiar, 
by frequent reading, hearing, medi: 
rating upon, and conferring abour 
the Scriptures. And they who rake- 
this courſe,. will ſoon find by experi- 
ence, the improvement made by ir.. 
The often reviewing of: any thing 
(as all men know) is 2 great help 
to ſee. more in ir, then everwe ſaw 
before. Now Scripture deſerves (as 
I may ſay) to be much and ofcen 
lookr upon, If it wete only fot this, . 
that it isthe- Wotd of the great God. - 
Burt chere is ſomewhat elſe : [Scrip-- 
cure reſembles its Author in this, that 
as he is unſearchable, never ro'bt&- 
known by any of his Creatures, or- 
all: of chem, as he is in himſelf; ſo 
neither can-it be ſought into ſo far, 
as there will nor Rill remain ſome- 
"G4 thing 


_ (146) | 
thing that requires a further ſcarch- 
He that digs the deepeſt 1nto this 
Mine, ſhall ever find new veins, ſuch 
as were never diſcover'd before ; yea, 
and when we have made the urmoſi 
ſearch, the wiſeſt of us muſt leave the 
world , figning ſome Texts with a 
Non l;quet ; In theſe we cculd never 
be reſoly*'d, - Men have been in the 
diſcoveries of Natures mytteries ever 
fince the Creation, and yer there is 
much that needs a further enquiry, 
yea ſomewhat ( if not very much ) 
that will never ( I doubt) be found 
cut by ary. But however it be in 
Natu:e; we .may teaſonably con- 
celie, that-in ſupernatural Revelati- 
ons, We can never ſtretch our ſelves 
ſo far, asro reach the utmoſt, All 
that is neccſſaty to be known in or- 
der to our ſalvation, is eafie enough 
to ſuch as are willing co underſtand, 
and therefore ignorance can be no 
excuſe, But all things in Scripture 
are not of rhe like neceffity, and 
therefore we may think ( I hope) 
withcut prejudice, that as Gods 
Spirit hath written ſome things more 
darkly 
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darkly to exerciſe our diligence, ſo 
he hath wricten ſome alſo ro humble 
h | us, and make us know our ſelves. 
a, | And whar of allthis? Scripture is ſtil} 
& | a plain and compleat Rule, fic for 
e | anyChatwill make uſe of ir, eyen ſuch- 
a | as can only read ir, and their read- 
r {| ing it will help them co underſtand | 
e | enough, ifthey be ſerious, and atren- 
rt | tivein it, though I would have them 
s | negle& noother means offe1*d chem,: 
, | v2, Medication, Conference, &c. 
) | Anduanto all, lect them adde fervenc- 
d | Prayer, never opening the Bible 
a | without putting up to God that which 
* | was Devid: great requeſt, P/al.'119.- 
- | 18, Lord oven thou mune ejes, that 


s | Imay behold wondrow things. ont of . 
I thy Law, | 
, 4ly. Ler them not bring theic own 


{:nce to Scripture , but ferch che 
, | ſence of ir from our of ic ſelf, 5: 
) | cauſe (as one faith) the Divine 
> | Scriptnre contains the whole and firm 
Rule of Faith, and ſo its authority 


muſt ſway wu to take np that which it 
| yes down, and nothing elſe, "They 
take a wrong courſe therefore, who - 

G5 firſt - 
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firſt cmtertain, and baiboura conceic, 


or opinion of their own, upon ſome 
biſe or by-reſpeQs, and then ſearch, 
and rack, and torture Scriprare, to 
make ir ſpeak what they bave a mind 
to, Which is in a manner to make 
God a lyar, in wreſt.ng his Word to 


juftifie and avouch the groundleſs 


conceits and fancies of mens decei- 
ved hearts. The only right way to 


know the ſence and meaning of ' 


| Scripture in any doubtfull Caſe, isto 
bring hearrs as pure as white paper, 
aÞt to receive, and reſt in the derer- 
minations of it, whatever they be, 
though never ſo contrary to our dee 
ſigne. 


'9:. But what ſhall wedo to know 


the rrue and right determination, as 
Scripture gives it, eſpecially when 
many, as knowing as our ſelyes, can- 
not agree abour it ? 


Sel. 1, Icigs altogether impoſſible. 


ſor ſome men to underſtand aright 
the mind cf God in Scripture, bc= 
cauſ2 they enquire after ir, with a 
mind reſolv'dto hold what they have 
once? tik2n up, whatever it be, Such 

| are 


"CF 
are all chat are' wiſe in their own 
eyes, and wifull in their own wayes, 
wedded to their wills, and abandon'd 
to cheir filthy and fleſhly Intereſts. 
Such as theſe are conſtant and ordi- 
nary.in works and wayes: of ungodli- 
neſs and untighreouineſs , notwith- 
Randing Scripture-commands ate ſo 
expreſly and clearly. again chem. 
What can be-more. plain, then che 
6th. 9th, 8th, and gth, Command- 
ments,. and yet bow many make 
conſtant trade (as I may ſay) of un- 
cleaneſs and cruelty, oppreſſion, ce- 
ccitand falſhood ? Theſe mighc eafi- - 
ly know Gods mind, if they had a 
mind to ir. But they are Reb:ls . 
againſt the light, reſolv'd to- ſerve 
their luſts, and have their wills, 
whatever God hath- ſaid-to the con- * 
trary, Andrtill theſe come to be cf - 
another mind, I am ſure, they. can | 
never underfiand the mind of Godin . 
bis Word, as he intendedic, + - 
2. To be reſolv'd aright in all 
praQical Queftions and "Caſes, we 
muſt firſt reſolve to renounce and 
abandon our own wills and: affe&i-; 
Ons, . 
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ons, Our luſts and intereſis, as the 
Apoſtles adviſe, Fac. 1.22, 1 Pet.2.1. 
b No paper thats beſmear'd, or blor- 

* red, can be good to write upon: 
| T he unlcarned and wnnſtable (ſuch as 
all are, who are ſwayed by their own 
luſis) will pervert all Scripture to 
the:r own deſiruit;on, as the Apoſtle 
hath it, 2 Per. 3. 16. 

Q+4. Bur what muſt there be ? 

Sol, An honeſt upright hearr, dil- 
pos'd and reſolv'd co do all the wills 
of God, unto-whoſe obedience it 'is 


Pet-2,2.and ſpirit, New born babes deſire 
ac, I. 1*.ty feed on that which bred them : 
Now by th: word of Truth they 
were begotten, and that the Apoſtle 
Aoymy Perer calls milk, exhortipg Chriſfti- 
| Rs 2208, after they are new born, rode- 
la ſi; fare it, as little Infants do milk, to 
wp citas, grow thereby. And leſt they might 
& p/oin- think he meant, they ſhould be al- 
gentia, yayes children, he calls it * reaſena- 
os ble ſincere milk, to ſhew, they 
rep:z, ſhould be in underſfianding men, as 
Ivin in well as in malice children. An ho- 
; neſt hart can never miſs the mark, 

| b:cauſe 


ſubdued by the power of his grace. 


"= T0023 | 
becauſe it aims at nothing bur to: 
know, and do the will of God: 'For 
_ . one bath the JO of God - 
for his ſecurity, The ſecret of rhe | 
Lord « with 94,0 that = bd ard _ ps. | 
he will fhew them hu Covenant : And 3 
 verſ. 12. Him ſhill be teach inthe way 
that he ſpallchuſe. Letnone there- 
fore that are truly honeſt, and ſound 
at hearr, fear or doubt leſt they ſhould 
miſtake their way, ſo long as God un- 
dertakes to be their guide, The Word 
is, as God himſelf, a light, and often Pſal x9;: 
ſocalled ; and how can he gn aſtray; 7: $+ 
that hath God and his Word to lead 
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' him? Yea, the entrance of «. words Pal. 1g 
f 


« light, it giveth underſtanding unts 13C 
the ſimple, ſaith the Pſalmiii Even 
the vericſt Idiots may here lcarnar 
firtt fighr, what che wileſt of the - 
world withouc grace will never attain 
unto. And what if fach poor ſouls 
ſhould never underſtand all Scrip- 
ture-Paſſages, ſo as-to ſatisfie them- 
ſelves about the true ſence and 
meaning of them! Surely there's 
no hurt, nor haz1id, ſo long as 
they are ſure to be taught of God 


(x52 | 
ig all the ;concernments - of. their 
fouls..: © 1- 


To cloſe up this ; Read (I ſay ) 


. With an intention and reſolution to 
+ ©*, praRtice all char appears to be duty, 


and remember weil thoſe words of 
qur Saviour, Joh, 7. 17. If any, man 
will do hs. will, be ſhall kzow of the 
deftrine whether it be of God. . For to 


him that hath, (3, e, that impreves 
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what he hath ) /a«l more be given, 
and he ſhall have abundance, And- 
thus ( as 0ne ſaith ) they want no gifes 
for nnderſtanding the Text, that have, 
and nſe the Text it [elfy in that all 
Expoſition is to be fetched out of it. | 
I ſhall adde. tro the foregoing Di- 
re&ion this one word, v1z. Thar they 
who. are honeſt, be alſohumble, be- 
cauſe to ſuch only is-the promiſe of 
orace made, Fac. 4.6, 1 Pet. 5. 5. 
T he meek, will be guide in judgement, 
and the 'meck will he te:ch hu way, 
Plal. 25, 9. He that is wiſe in his own 
conceic,. cannot hope to be wiſer 
through the teachings: of che Spirit, 
becauſe God reſifterh the proud, or- 
he ftornith the ſcormrs, He is -=_ 
| Wit 
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with them, but againſt them, and is 
ſo far from giving them more, as he 
takes away from them, even thar 
which they have. Ie 
xly. Let their delight be in Gods 
Word, co medicare and muſc often 
and ſeriouſly upon what they have 
read and heard. This was Davids 
copliant practice, as is to be ſeen 
by bis profeſling it ſo often in the 
Pialms. And Pſal. 1. 2. he gives it, 
as the charaRer of a Bleſſed man, 
and one that's truly gddly, Who. 
ever delighrs in any thing, cannot 
but ofcen think of 1t, yea, and take 
any occaſion that's offered, to ſpeak 
of ic, becauſe his heart is full of it. 
And this often thinking, and ſpeak- 
ing of the Word, cauſes us both, to 
underſtand it, and alſo to be more 
affeRed with it. Reading, and hear- 
ing, is as taking in meat; Meditati- 
on is as concoQion and digeſtion, 
without which we ſhall never grow, 
or gather ſtrenzth. There are man 
that read the Scripture, and car.dul- 
courſe of it, as b:1ng no ſtrangers co 
It; and yer they are great ſtrangers 
I to 


fal. 119. 
97- 
Pal. 119. 
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eo 1t all the while. And why ? Be- 
cauſe it is not in their hearts, to love 


anddelight in it, as David did, They: 


have a conceit of it, as ſomeWhat 


worthy of ſome diſcourſe now and 
then, when they have little elſe to - 
do; or When company, or fome acci- 


dent gives them an occafion. Bur 
2 profeſſed Chriſtian ſhould be as 


David, ſoaffe&edalwayes, as to ſay,.. 


O how love I thy law! It u my meai- 
tation all the day, Andagain ; Thy 
word have I hid in mine bart, : that 
T'mrght not ſin againſt thee, So the 


Word, thus hid, and laid up in the 


heart, wonld be at home, alwayes at 
hand co an(Wer thoſe bad neighbours 
that will be alwayes about our doors, 
to creep in, whenever there is an op- 
portunity, yea and thruſt them our, 
when they are urgent, as troubleſom, 


unwelcom gueſts, -and ſhut the door . 


upon them, So much is clearly 1m- 
plied in the place next abovecited, 
The Word inthe hearr, as in a place 
of canſtanc reſidence, is a Barricado 
294inſt all the :Maulrs ard infinuati- 
ons of fiv, and Satan ; and our Savi- 
our 


(res ) 

our gave a ſufficient proof and expe- 
riment of it, when he wastempced of 
che Devil, Afar. 4. Search the Word 
therefore, ſo as to cer it-into thy 
heart, that it may lodge there;'to be 
as a guard abour thee, and whoever 
reads, or hears it with any-other in- 
| tention, I dare warrant him, ſhall ne- 
ver th:1ve tn his ſoul by ic. He may 
perhaps know much of the. letter, 
and ſence alſo, and be able to argue 
from it, ſo as to puzzle others abour 
ſome difficult paſſages in ir, bur will 
never know any thing of'ir, ſo as he 
heto know, For God hath given 

us his Word, as a choice Jewel, wor- 
thy of the beſt Cabinet we can find ro 
lay it in, viz, The ſecret of our 
hearts, or the iDmoſt cloſer of our 
ſouls, Our: outward ſenſes, our 
tongues, >out underſtandings, our 
memories will give no entertain- | 
ment to. ſuch a gueſlt-as the Word, 
which ſaich as God himſelf, Grve me 
thy heart, there*s nothing elſe will cons 
t »t me, Thete's. never 2 room be- 
fides in our bouſes, where the Devil 
hath not a through-fare : _ the 
caſt 
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hear fill'd and fenc'd with the Word ' 


laid upin it, is an impeegnable For, 
which Satan may aſſault, bur can ne 
ver enter. - : 


6ly. Let them Rudy the -Sctip- | 


cures, and their own hearts together, 
ſo as to obſerve, how they ſuir one 
with the other, and-how they claſh, 


or accord together. Scripture-ig: 
(we ſay) the'only Rule, nor of faith. 
only, but of manners alſo,: and by it 
alone we are to examine and try aff 


the workings of. our Whole man, bo- 
dies and ſguls, -our thougbes and fan- 
cies, our affeRionszpurpoſes, and re- 
ſolucions ; | Whatever we deſign, or 
take in band, all- muſt be done by 
Rule, and: there's.ng-other-Rule ap» 
pointed of God forthe; regulating of 
our waycs andiwalkings, buthis.writ+ 
ten Word, Letusthendoas Work 
men, that have their / Squares ot 
ſome-other Rule alwayes by them, 
andever and anon are meaſuring and 
examining how their wotk anſwers, 
and agrees with it, © NoW our work} 
1n.order to our Eternity, being of in- 
finicely mare conſequence, we have 
| more 
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| } more need to be alwaycs meaſuring, 
rhac we go not beyond, or befide the 
line. This do therefore when you 
read, and ſtudy Scripture, wiz. Apply 
F ic co the frame of your ſpirics, and the 
courſe of your .lives, by a ſerious 
queſtioning your conſcience, as in 
the preſence of God, to this purpoſe, 
or ſomewhac like, viz, Did 1 this 
bz that according to this Rule > Did 
conſult God, and his Word, when 
.] undertook ſuch a buſineſs? 1s the 
way I am now in, anſwerable to what 
God hath commanded? Do :nor I 
in ſuch a defien or undertaking, claſh 
with ſome Commandment or other ? 
O! that ſo many looſe and vicious 
perſons as are now adayes, would be 
perſwaded to fit down, and ſerioull 
queIjon: themſelves, whecher'their 
uncleanneſs , exceſs, revellings hd 
riotings, curſed O:ths and blaſphe- 
1 | mies, and many other horrid Impiz- 
d || ties, be agreeable to the Rule of Gods 
s, | Word ! Buc-I muſt ler then alorie, 
; | 2nd leave them ill the cime come, 
2- | when they'll: be made to knayr, that 
re | Gods Word is ſuch a Rule, as will 
re | oVer- 
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over-rule, yea and :rwn them down 
ſo as they ſhall never riſe more to 
contradiet it, as now they do, (For 


ſuch as are more civil and ſober; ſo 


as to read the Scripture ſomerimes 
(which thoſe other likely ſeldome 
or never do) I heartily wiſh, they 
will .henceforward obſerve ,. whar 
bath been. ſaid before, and lay their 
lives to the Rule and Line, which 
(1 hope) they will do, if they 
' heartily believe the word of God to 
be cbat Law, by which chey andall 
mankind ſhall oneday be judg*d, and 


tri'd. ' How eſſe can they hope co 


ftand, and abide the erial? And 
when ſhall chey do this work of 
. ſearching and trying their hearrs and 
ways, if they ſet not about it now,. 
when they have nothinh elſe rodo, 
bur to frame their works, and do- 
Ings unto that which God hath laid 
out to lead, and guide them to their 
happineſs? ; 

ly. Lec them in readins obſerve, 
and attend chiefly thoſe things, which 
are often inculcated, and moſt in- 
ſiſted upon in Sccipture. If any _ 
RSK.. 
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ask why, I anſwer, Becauſe thoſe 
(robe {ure are matcers of greateſt 
concernment, *Tis a great vanity 
( ſpeciallyin men of weak parcs, and 
ſmall gifrs ). co pry, and pore much 
(as ſome will do ) upon ſuch paſſe- 
ces, as have difficulcy enough in chem 
to poze, and puzzle the wiſeſt. And 
their vanity ( to ſay no worſe) is 
the more, becauſe oſe difficult pa- 
fazes have, for the moſt part, no- 
thing in them but what we may be 
ſafely ignorant of. And yet ſome 
things of greateſt concernment may 
be more obſcurely in ſome places de- 
livered, But ill T affirm confidently, 
they are otherwhere expreiſ'd more 
fully, and plainly, ſo as no man of 
common ſence can doubt or make a- 
ny queſtion about them, 

And if any ſhall objeR agaioſt what 
I have ſaid, that we may be ſafely 
ignorant of ſome things declat'd in 
Scripture,I anſwer, That in this Iam 
(if I miſtake nor) of the ſame mind 
with all Divines in the world, who 
hold ſome things to be of the foun- 


dation, ſo as they are neceflary to be 
| known, 
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knoivn, and believ'd in order to ſal- 
vation , andorhers only ſuperftru- 
Qive, ſuch as .ignorance or errout 
abour them, is not in it ſelf damna- 
ble. Who can rationally ſuppoſe, 
thar *vis of che ſame conſequence, to 
know every paſſage of Scripture-Hi- 
ſtory, ' as to know, and believe that 
Jefus Chriſt digd for our Sins and 
roſe again for dur Juſtication? No 
queſtion the Lord ( who never did 


any thing in" vain) would never 
have reveal'd, and recorded any the 


ſ{malleſ marcer, bur chat there was 


a cauſe. But thereupon *cwill never 
follow, that all' things reveal'd do 


alike concern us. To inftance; 
Thar the dead ſhall riſe again, and 
come co Judgement, is ( as I rake 
it) a fundamegrat Article of our 
Faith : But thar che dead in Chrik 
ſhill riſe firſt, before they, who ſhall 
be fonnd alive at the laft day, (hall 
be changed, isnort (I think) of ſo 


much conſeqtence, though this alſo 
ts a tfuth of Divine Revelation, and 
therefore to be believed. If the 


dead be not raiſed, our faith is vain. 
I, Core 
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7. Cor, T5, But ſolong as we believe 
the Reſurre&ion, I ſuppoſe, we 
may be ſaved, though we ſhould nor 


know the order thar will be in raifing 


the dead, and changing tnem who 
will be then alive. All this howe- 
ver muſt be ſo underſtood and inter- 
preted, as I intetd ir, notto allow, 
or countenance any wilfull negleR, 
or affe&ed 1gnorance of any Scrip- 
ture-Truths , bur only co ſalve the 
Conſciences of ſuch, ay cannot after 
all cheir moſt carefull enquiry, - come 
to know all the mind of God in eve- 
ry particular, as Scripture hath ut. 
Can any man —_— think, we 
are bound to mind, and remember 
every deſcent in all the Genealogies, 
as we are to have in mind the Birth, 
Death, ReſurreQion, and' Aſcenti- 
on of. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? who 
knows not the d fference, that hath 
bee among the moſt learned , and 
Aill is, in reconcilingthe Genealogy 
of our Saviour, as it is with ſome 
difference recorded in two Evange- 
lits > Andare there nor ( think we) 
many in Heaven, who never much 

Rudied 
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Rudied Chtiifts Pedigree, . afrer the 
fleſh? To return cherefore where 
we left ; I ſay again, obſerve thoſe 
things eſpecially, which ace moſt in- 
filted on, becauſe thoſe are of moſt 
concernment, and the Holy Ghoſt 
often repzars them for this reaſon 
chat we may the better mind, and 
remember them. We know, and 
believe, rhat in ſome one or more 
Books of Scripture there is revealed 
ſo much. of Gods mind and will, as 
is neceſſary to be known in order to 
Salvation, And yet it pleaſed che 
Lord ro give us bis mind in orher 
Books of Scripture, about che ſame 
things, and many others beſides, 
that th2 joynt-conſene of many 
might che more confirm our faith, 
and we might in that which ſo much 
concerns our Souls, have full mea- 
ſure piefſed down, and running o- 
ver. Witneſs the Evangeliſts all re- 
cording the Hiſtory of our Saviour 
with ſome varicty, though no con- 
cradiction in the leaſt, As alfa 
Paul: Epiſtles ſo often repeating the 
doQrine of Salvation by Chriſt a- 
lone, 
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lone, through faich in his blood, 
and the duries of all Chriſtians in all 
their Relations. Now (I ſay a- 
cain ) obſerve, and attend thoſe 
things, as being of greateſt con- 
cernment, and others alſo in their 
order; For in ſo doing, we ſhall 
be ſure to know ſo much as we need 
to do, 

In a word ; Read attentively, and 
chat as often as may be, with all 
humility, and an earneſt ſincere de- 
fire to know the will of Godin or- 
der to your doing tit, alwayes begs - 
eing the afiltance of his race and 
__ who alone teaches us to  pro- 

, Then will your own experience 
eG you, againſt all rhe rea- 
ſonings of corrupt t minds, that there 
is a clear light in Scriprure, ſuch as 
may eafily be ſeen of all, whoſe eyes 
th: God of this World hath not 
blinded, leſt the light of the glort- 
ous Gojpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine 
unto them. 

2. Not to reſt themſelves ſatisfi- 
ed in a notional knowledge of Sc: vp- 
tLre-truths, but co labour for, and ne- 
by ver 
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ver leave till they come to thac which 
is practical and experimental. For 
then men are indeed grounded and 
eltabliſhed in the truth, when they 
have taſted of ir ſo, as to know ic by 
experience. Then they believe Scrip- 
cure to be the Divine truth, as. a man 
believes ſnow to be whice, becauſe 


he ſees 1t, or honey to be ſweet, be-. 


cauſe he hath tafted: of ic, Labour 
(I ſay) coſet your | Probatrum eſt] to 
every Goſpel-truth, that you may be 
able co ſay out of your own Cxperi- 
ence, this is che truth of Chriſt, and 
cannot be otherwiſe, The: you may 
reaſon as that woman did, Fob. 4. 29, 
Come ſee aman that hath told me all 
things that ever 1 did ; 1s not this the 
 Chrit? So you may ſay, here is 
doarine that hath diſcovered me, 
as nothing elſe could have done. 
Can this be any other then che 
Word of God? there is nothing in 
ic, bur what I am certainly affured 
of, by what 1 know, and have found, 
and felt in my ſelf, Surely God 
who is infinitely good , could ne- 
ver produce out of bimſelFf , ſuch 
an 
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an unclean thing, as I am by nature. 
And that I am now altogether 
corrupted fo, as in me dwelleth no 
cood thing, I know by experience. 
Hence I cannot in the leaſt queſtion, 
what Scripture hath revealed con- 
cerning the fall of man from chat 
eltare of holineſs wherein God firſt 
made him. For I am ſure of it; be. 


cauſe I find my natural and ſinfull. 


condition diſcovered to me in <crip- 
ture, juſt as I have felt in my felf, and 
ſo lai:i open ac I could never expreſs 
ic, yea, or have 1uagined it. And' ſo 
is all tha: I read of the womans feed 
{ Chr: ] andall the graces of Chrilt 
revealzd in me, as that my hearc is 
now the counterpart (as It Were) of 
thar a& of pardon drawn with Gods 


own hand, and recorded in the $cnp. 
tures of truth. For the wayes of Gods 


Commandments z I now find,: they 
are not. grizvous, bur all pleaſant, 
eaſi2, and plain, as Scripture makes 
them. | Icare no* for the reaſonings 
of men, ſo long as I know rhe erths 
of God by what I find and feel inmy 
ſelf, | 

H2 And 
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' And for a motive take this, viz. 
' Thou- canſt never be well rooted in 
the faith otherwiſe. Ler the head 
be never ſo full fraught with know- 
ledge, ſolongas the beart is not ſea- 
' ſoned with grace, a man is capable 
.of being overcome by ſuch argu- 
ments , as will be ſuggeſted from 
worldly and fleſhly: Intereſts. He 
that loves any thing better then 
Chriſt, whatever be his preſent pro- 
feſſion, or reſolution , may be dii- 
ſwaded from following him, when 
he comes to tempted with fears, or 
favours from the world, Only he 
who hath learnt Chriſt as the cruth is 
in him, co put off the old, and put 
- OR the new man is impregnable in 


all affaulcs, having the root ofthe, 


Mmatcer-in him, ſuch as will never 
.quaile, or die right away, Manya 
Demas bath fallen off, having loved 
this preſent world, and no argu- 
ments will make a man invincible to 
all remptarions, but an unfeigned 
faith that is alway attended with a 
good conſcience, This, and no- 
thinz elſe can give a man Sure-foote 
ing 
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ing in his Chriſtianity, There is 
many a'great' Scholar, who can diſ- 
pute the rruth againſt+all painſayers,. 
and never be moved; or ſhaken, be-: 
cauſe he ischroughly ftudizd in the 
orounds of it,. and underſtands the 
deceits and fallacies of all who are 0+ 


. therwiſe minded,. Bur ſo lenge as his 


heart is not righe wich: God, . he is bur 
2s 4 tree with a great top, that may 
ſoon be turned up by the roots, if 
there come a great tempeſt or blaſt 
of temptation from worldly Intereſt, 
either ro fright or flatter him out of 
his Religion. Hence 1: ſay again, 
never think your ſelves 'well ground- 
edin your Chriſtianity, t:I| you ave; 
ſtudied the Scriptures, and your own 

hearts together, and found by expe- 

rience that your are, transformed by 

the renewing 'of your minds into- 
that doArine which ts therein-deli- 
vered to you. 

3. And when you have found out 
the Divine truth in Scripture , by 
your experimental feeling of the 
orace and power in it, labour co: - 


hold it faſt, and by no means leric - i | 
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90, Fuy the truth, and ſcll it xot 3 

ut coxtend earneſily for the faith once 
aelruered to the Saints, If any now 
queſtion, how this isto be done? my 
adviceis;1 Toorder all your ways and 
doings exa&ly according as you find 
the Rule of them laid down in Scrip- 
cure. For it is not the profeſſion, 


or forme, bur the power of god- 


lineſs'( as I faid before) that will 
will keep you ſtedfaſt unto the end. 
Now Looſneſs and Careleſneſs in 
your ways and walkings will expoſe 
you to remptations, and not only 
ſo, but they will alſo looſen and un- 


. Tivet your ſonls from cleaving ſo cloſe 


co the truth, as you have formerly 
don2. You will find by wofull ex- 
perience , that any ,1ndulgence to 
worldly: Intereſts , and fleſhly tults, 
will much weaken your wonted affe- 
Atons to the truths 'of Chriſt, andif 
there be a continuance of that in- 
dulzence, ic will eat out all che life 


. and heart of your Religion, ſo as you 


will never ſuffer ,- or venture much 
for that: which you love no berter. 
So long as your hearts are kept 

g warm 


-4 


AY TT A oY . od. br 


» iy o 


(169) 
warm in the love of the truth, fo 
long only you are ftedfaſt, and un- 
moveable in the - profeſſion of ic. 
There are many Proteſtants (ſo 
called ) who know litcle (the more 
pitcy) of what they profeſs. And' 
there are too many who ( whatever 
they profeſs, or know ) are vitious 
and abominable in their lives and 
converſations. For theſe, we muſt 


leave them to the Mercy of God, in 


hope , that yet their eyes may be' 
opened , and their hearts turned. 
But we cannot reaſonably expeR, 
that ſuch ſhould be conſtanc in their 
profeſſion, if once they meer with a 
firong temptation. Alas ! how 
ſhould they, who know, and love che 
truth no better? Yea, though men 
may perſwade themſelves and others 
in a calme, what-courage and reſo- 
lution they have, and will be ready 
to ſhew in a (torm, yet'if there 
be nor fincerity and real mortifica- 
tion of all: luſts conſtancly endeavou- 
red and exerciſed, their hearts will 


deceive them, when they are moſt *-#*1 


confident ofthem. Any prevalling 
H 4 Intereſt . 
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Intereſt in a Soul is as a ſtrong biaſs 


in a boule, A man may aim to caſt 
che boule ſo, as ir ſhall run ing right 
line to the mark, but the biaſs will 
never ſuffer it to run, as is intended, 
And ſo ir will prove by eycty one 
whoſe hearc hath a biaſs in it, For 
It will turn afide (ere it come half 
way home) whither ics Intereſt 
carries it, SIrs, it 1s no {mall mat- 
cer to abide by a mans profeſhon 
and Religion, when he is put to it 
by any great tryal, whether of perſect- 
tion, .0r promotion. Nay, how can 
it be ar all, woleſs the Intereſt of 
C hrilt, and the allurements of his 
love ace ſuch, as will counterpoyſe 


all that 13 laid into the ballance a-- 


oainſt them > Will any man in cool 
blood venture life and all, unleſs 
there be ſomewhat of far more 
worth to countervaile the loſs ? this 
therefore muſt be in order. ro our 
Rtedfaſneſs in the faith, wiz, A 
conſtant exerciſe of praRical godli- 
neſs for keeping up a good under(ian- 
ding and correſpondence berween 


' - Godand onrSouls, that we may be 


ſo 
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ſo warmed with continual influences * 
from | Heaven, as to ſay with the A- 
poltle, 2. Cor. 5, 14. That the love 
of Chriſt conſtrameth as. © Such, and”. 
* ſogreat are the manifeft ations which 
* he hath made of himſelf, and his. 
© love to our Souls, as we can never be 
"thankful as wt ought, but in a full* 
$ and abſolute reſignation of our ſelves,.. 
"and all we haveto his ſervice and glo-" 

TY: | 
_ I adviſe yet farcher; that in" 
our greateſt inlargemenrts we walk 
humbly wich God, as knowing that' 
his power- alone is all the ficength 
whereby we are enabled to (and. 
Peters preſumptuous' confidence in ts 
bis own ſtrength, wrought nothing ___— 4 
but repentance for his fainting inan' 5 
evil day, By his 0wn ſtrength jhall 1. Sax 
10 man prevail, "And therefore the 9; %*8 
Apoftle exhorts, 0 be ftlrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might, 
Eph. 6. 10. and to put on the while. . 
armour of God that we may be ablero 
ſtand againſt the wiles of the | Dtuil yt 
V. 11. Jt is God alot that keeps the feer LH 
of: hy Saints, 3. Salt. 3. 9. "TOs 


Hs There - - 


There need no matives (hope ) 

to perſade. However conlider, | 
1. What we have believed. Not 
cunnivgly deviſed fables, bur a ſure 
Per, 1, Word of Prophecy, ſuch as the Apo- 
- le ſeems to prefer ( if the compa- 
rative be ſenc'd according to the let- 
ter ) before viſions and immediate 


chem, becauſe the Prophecies might 
be more ſure to the godly Fews 
through long uſe and acquainrance. 
We know the Fewsat Berea examined 
Pauls doRtine by the Scriptures, and 
are not taxed, but commenJed for ir, 
And ifan Angel from heaven ſhould 


what we have in Scripcure, we bave 
no reaſon to believe it, Thoſe bleſ- 
'.. ſed Spirits indeed never didic, nor 
= - everwill, But we makethe ſuppo- 

fition, which the Apoſile doth, Gal. 

1, for the more Emphaſis. For Scrip- 
. tuze-truths, they are of long ſtand- 
| ins, ard approved by thejr abiding 
©. the.cettind triall of ſo many ages. 
F-.,.- Ch:it and his Apofiles. made the 
E29*- cl3 Tetnent ths Standard of their 
; coagrne, 


COny- x7 


Revelations : Or he might ſo call. 


preach *any other do&trine , then 
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do&rine, and: appealed to. it for the 


proof of all they preach to the peo«. 
ple. CMoſes and the Prophits are 


»:re tobe heeded, then if a man roſe 
from the dead, Luk, 16.31, - And 
they who hear not the one, will ne- 
ver regard the other, if our Saviour 
ſaid true, Was itever heatd that a- 


ny doarine ſo much as prerended to - 
Scriptures antiquity ?' Qris it poſſible 


that. any thing. bue certain truth 
ſhould ourſtand the fiftings and win. 
nowings of ſo many ages, ſpecially 
when. x hath had ſo many profeſſed 
enemies ? Shall we now call in que- 
tion what was never queſtioned be- 


fore? Have not all Chriſtians (who : 
deſerved that name ) unanimouſly 


azreed in belicving the faith and 
truth delivered in Scripture ? or do 
Proteſtan:s now believe any thing 
that was not believed by all Saints 
ever fince any part of Script'i7e Was 
penned ? we b:lieve on the Son of 
God who gave himſelf a ranſome for 
all. And this Do&rine we have in 
Moſs, who was the firſt perman of 


wiote 


Scriptare, and (as our Saviour ſaith) Joh. be 


\ Ra 
? '% - 
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wrote of him. Muſt we now' call: 
in queſtion all that Aoſes, and the 
P:ophers, and the Apoſtles have 
written, yea, and cry it down as no 
Rule of faith ? then farewell all our 
Chriſtianity, and the Chriſtian Reli- 
* Sion at once. For where have we 
learnt ali the myſtery of godlineſs, 
God manifeſted in the fleſh, juſtified 
3n the ſpirit, &c. 1 Tum. 3. fin, 
Who, or what bath given us to 
know, what have been all the Tranſ- 
ations of God with -the ſons of 
men, in order to eternal life from 
the beginning ? Will our Adverſa- 
ries ſay roundly once for all , that 
the dofrine of Scripture 1s not the 
do@rine of Chriſt 2 Ler chem ſpeak 
out, if they have a mind to ſay ſo, 
and then we know what to anſwer: 
chem. Bur if chey will not avow 
this, (as indeed they have not yet 
in plain terms) we have this to ſay 
for our ſelves, that we believe, whac 
they deny not to be the truth of 


2 +.. God, and the doQrine - of Chrift. . 
=. That we cannot be afſured of this - 
24” otherwiſe then -by Tradition, bath - 


been. 
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been already anſwered, and no more: 
needsro be ſaid abour i, For mens 
Tradition, - we -know it Will ſerve 
(nothing better ). co uſher in and 
eſtabliſh mens Inventions. Bur ſhall- 


we renounce our own Reaſon ſofar;. 


as to appeal to men (who are all 


lyars ) for the truth of what is ſpo- - 


ken by him that cannot lye? Oh 1 
conſider and remember, that in be-- 
lieving Scripture, we believe nor: 


Prophecies, or Prodigies, not heard- 


of till. yeſterday. No; we believe 
the everlaſting Goſpel, and the good) 
old way to rett and peace. The very 
do&rine of praRical godlineſs, and: 
moral righteouſneſs, raught us" iti 


Scripture, is ſuch as we cannot bur : 
aſſent unto it, as agreeing with, and- 


approved by our natural light, ſo as 
we mult forfeit out Reaſon, ere we 


can be perſwaded to queſtion Scrip- 


rures atnthoricy. Read but the Pro- 


phers, and the P /alms, and the Pro-- 


verbs, and Pauls Epiſtles, or other 
parts of Scripture, and confider the 
| precepts of ſobriety , temperance, 


righteouſneſs , juſtice ' and cruth, ., 


which 


4 Boring? + 
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which are there ſo many ; and will 


not our conſciences ſay, theſe are all 
of God, and we know they are Di- 
vine by the natural light which is in 
us ? Who could have cleared up the 
inbred notions and impreſſions that 
are upon all mens hearts, ſoas they 
are cleared in Scripture, but that 
light. in which alone we ſee light? 
for the my(terie of Godlineſs ; we 
know it 1s alcogerher of ſupernatural 
Divine Revelation, and b:ing ſuch, 
what need is there, or can there be 
of any mens or Churches authority 
to confirm it? - To ſay no more, 
let Reaſon judge and determine, 
whether the: faith of men can autho- 
ritatively confirm the faith of God. 
And yer it muſt, .if we cannot be 
aſcertained. of the one without che 
other ; yea, and our faith in Gods 


retimony mult be reſolved into the. 
reftimony of men, as yielding'to us 


the greateſt certainty; beyond all 
doudt or queſtion. Confider, I ſay, 
what we have believed, viz, the an- 
tient, yea, eternal Word of the ever- 
living God, and this Word alwayes 

one 
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one and the ſame as God is, only ac. 
ſundry times, and in divers manners, 
it was ſpoken to the Fathers, by the 
Prophets, and in theſe laſt cimes co 
us by che Son himſelf, and ſnch as he 
hath ſent. > 
- 2. Conſider, that in believing the 
reftimM(y of God in his written 
Word, we believe and receive the 
faith of our Forefathers, who ſuffered 
for their cloſe adhering to Scriptures 
doarine, and could not be parted 
from it, but rather choſe to pare with 
their lives for it, And herein they 
approved themſelves the genuine. 
and kindly iſſue of all the antienc 
Mactyrs, who loved not their lives 
unto the death for the ceſtimony of 
Jeſus, We ſhould roo much wrong 
our ſelves, and the cauſe. of Chrifli- 
an Religion to. yield that, which our, 
Adverſaiies will never be able by 
dint of argument, to force from ug, 
242, That we are upſtarts, newly 
ſ»rung out of the aſhes. of our late, . 
Reformers. They were (as we call 
them) Reformers, that repaired the 
deſolations which had been made in 
many 


_ 


many ages, and did not coin a new 


_ faich never before heard of, We 
are not Calvmſts, or Lutherans, 
(though ſo miſcalled by ſome ) bur 
Chriſtians, as Luther, Calvin, and 
others were in the laſt age. And 


they and all orhers of the ſame pro- 


feſlion, ſtood ro maintain their do- 
Arine, as the faith of Forefathers, 
all along from the beginning of the 
Goſpel. And our Adverſaries are 
not ignorant, that this hath been 
treld and ſufficiently made good by 
the vote and reftimony of the moſt 
antient Fathers, unto whom our 
Learned | have appealed as unto 
Judges in this Cauſe. But our faith 
1s not in the Fathers never ſo antient 


or learned, but in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom we have learnc to' 


count anU call our Father and Ma» 
ter, as being the only Lawgiver. 


Only we appeal co the Fathers thus 


far, as to produce them for our wit- 
nefles, and know we have reaſon to 
alledoe their teſtimony, becanſe they 
ewned the ſame dotrine of Chriſt, 
which we now do, And chough the 

appel-- 


Es. 

appellation of Proteſtants was occa- 
fioned 1n the laſt age by the Prote- 
tation made againſt the /nterim, yet 
theſe were but: ſucceſſors to thoſe, 
who had for many ages before pro- 
reſted againſt the addictions and in- 
ventions of men, beſides the Rule 
of faith, We can therefore plead 
Antiquity and Succeſſion, as well as 
others, and better roo, unleſs they 
could prove better then they have 
done yer, that their Faith is the ſame 
chat was delivered by the Apoſtles. 
For this jsic which we build our faith: 
upon, and by chis are we. confirmed 
Init, v:;z, That we profeſs the ſame 
truths, which the Apoſtles received 
from Chriſt, and delivered unto the 
firt Chriftian:Chutches,, Hence'we 
ſay,. when we are told, that the Te- 
nets of our Adverſacies ( where 
they differ from us) have been re- 
ceived for many ages, that they are 
not ſo old as the Apoſtles. Befides ad 
we know ,, that cuſtome beſides or CYPr- = 
agairſt truth, 14 but an old erroxr ::Terr, de 
And whatſocver i again/t truth, is anweland, 
Hereſie, though never ſoold: Truth vis. c. Ii 

PP] 
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i older then errour, and good was be” 
fore any evil, And ſo we conſent, 
that what was firſt, was beſt. But 
that our Adverſaries Tenets are ſuch, 
we deny, and fay, they were not from 
the beginning, though ſome of them 
were taken up early enough, and too 
ſoon, as ( we know) it was not long 
ere fin got into the world, and yer it 
was after God had made men righte- 
ous. Our Saviour, Matth. 5. cor- 
res many things that had been long 
received, and went for currant, by 
oppoſing bis Word againſt them, 
[ But I ſay unto you ] It is abundant!) 

enovgh to juſtifie us in what-we hold, 
that we find our faich in Scripture, 
and this our Adverſaties know very 
well; .and therefore we ineed nor- 
marvel, that they are ſo buſie in 
raiſing doubts and queſtions abour its. 
Divine authority, For let us once 
ter Scripture go ( as ſome would 
have us) our faith is: gone alſo, 
Were it not for *Scripture, I know 


. , : BBthing to hinder, why every man 


may not coine a faith to himſelf, 
and ſay. it is the doRiine of Chriſt, 
| Yea, , 
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Yea, deny Chriſt and all Chriſtianity. 
For what have we to prove It. beſides 
the Scripture? or how can we diſ- 
prove any damnable doArines and 
devices of men withoutit? O |! ler 
us never think of turning from the 
250d old way, wherein we follow all 
thoſe Champions, whom nothing 
could perſwade to part with ic. 

3. Conſider what, and how much 
we looſe, if we hold not faſt this 
eround of our confidence ſtedfaſt 
unto the end, Ir is notfor nothing, 
char our adverſaries preſs andurge us 
ſo much this way. They cell us plain- 
ly, that ler go this and all isgone, 
And they ſay truly in ic. For our 
faith hath no Sure footing, if Scrip- 
tures authority be ſuch as they would. 
I make ir, We have ſeparated from, 
them for many. years paſt, and the 
crue reaſon and ground of our ſepa- 
ration was, that they held and pra- 
Qiſed ſo many things contrary to 
Scripture, x would not yield colay 
them aſide. Hcreupon we reſolved 
to communicate- no longer - with 
them, becau'e we could not _ 

what 
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what we judged finfull, as being a- 
gainſt, ' or beſide that which we count 
the only Rule. 

This ( I ſay) hath been and ill 
1s the quarrel between us; For if it 
be obſerved, in our differences with 
them, we (till are on the negative 
part, And why ſo ? Sucely, becauſe 


our differences are about ſuch things 


as they hold beſides and againſt Sctip- 


ture, For in theſe we arebound to/ 
deny what they affirm, I ſay again 


bound, ſub pe»g of loofing all our 
profeſſion, ſo far as we are Prote. 
fiantsin oppoſition to Papilts. And 
this let'any man that is fober and in- 
relligent judge of. For ler Oral axd 
Practical Tradition ( as they call ic ) 
be the only Rule of faich, what is be- 
come of Scripture ? may I nor juſtly 


ask, whether it be ſomething, or a 
meer empty nothing? what can it” 


be (ar belt) more then a Cipher, 
which (we know) in numbering 
ſtands for nothing, unleſs a figure 
be putto it ? Tradition (ſay they ) 


Is that, and that only, which can 


aſcertain us, thatthis 1s the very do+ 
Aarine 


| 
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.&rine of Chriſt which we believe, 
And then what is Scripture more 
chen a dead lerrer ? and Tradition is 
ir which gives Spiric and life to ic, 
And where are we then ? even where 
our adverſaries would have us to be, 
Then we muſt go to the Church for 
our faith, and take that for the truth, 
which hath been delivered down for 
many ages whatever it be, right or 
wrong, The Church ( ſay they) 
.cannot erre, And ſoſaywe, Burt 
they, and we are not agreed forall 
this. For they mean no other Church, 
then their own,and this (ſay they ) 
hath che crue faith which from the A- 
pottles was delivered at firſt, and 
hath been conveighed down ſucce(- 
fively in all ages, and it now reſis 
only among Roman-Catholicke, 
God hath and ever had (ſay we) 2 
Church, or ſociety of men on earth, 
who did not, indeed could nor (be- 
cauſe of Gods promuſe) erreinany 
thing neceſſary tc to be known and 
believed in order to ſalvation. Bur 
we cannet admit their Church, and 
this to be zgll ong, God hath made 
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2 promiſe to his Church that he will 
be with it to the end of the world, 
and this Church ſhall be led into all 
neceſſary ſaving truths, Bur let our 
adverſaries (hew. us (if they can) 
one Promiſe of God made to any ge- 
neration of men after the fleſh, ſuch 
23 was madeto Abrahams ſeed, and 
was made good to them uncill che 
promiſed ſeed came, {ſraz! ſo long 
continued to be Gods people, be- 
cauſe of his promiſe. But God hath 
no one people of one ſtock and kin- 
dred ever ſince, unto which he bath 
made avy ſuch promiſe, For many, 
who were once a people to God, 
afterwards became none, and they 
who yet are none, are in a capacity 
to be Gods people,and ſhall be ſuch, 
when he pleaſes to call them. Hence 
we count nothing of any arguments 
drawn from perſonal and lineal ſuc- 
ceſſion, but look only after ſucceſſi- 
on in dorine. And this we have 
reaſon to do, ſeeing the Heavenly 
1nhericance is entayled only upon 
thoſe who know, and obey the cruth, 
And where is this ruth , if not in 
Scripture ? 
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Scripture ? and if we once let go 
Scriptures verdi&t in the Cauſe, muſt 
we not ſtand, 'or fall according to the 
ſentence of the Church ? and whar 
Church can prerend to more then the 
Church of Rome will pretend unto ? 
but ler Scriprure be judge in the Caſe, 
and it will ſoon appear, thar all is 
but a vain and empty pretence. 'And 
why ſhould we not appeal to it alone, 
and leave ir to umpire the differen- 
ces ? Our adverſaries never dutſt ſay 
as yet (for ought } have known ) that 
It 1s not the Word of God, though 
ſome of them have ſpoken moſt un- 
worthily of it, and reproached it ſo, 
as none would (I think) do, that 
ſerioufly believed it to bz indeedthe 
Word of God. However they ſay 
not in terms, that it is not the Word 
of God, though that will be the con- 
ſequence of what they ſay, and that 
( we think ) un»voidable, if all things 
be duly conſidered, Surely to us it 
muli be {o. For if it hath no credit as 
to us, Without a Certificate under 
the hands of men, it deſerves no 
Credit at all ( ſuch as we muſt give 
co 
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to it) as a Rule of faith, and the 
ground work of all our hopes. And 
this is rational, becauſe then we 
need not goto Scripture, ſince there 
is ſomewhar elſe that is more to.be 
credited, then it. For no man that is 
reaſonable can be ignorant, chat 
what makes any thing to be what it is, 
muſt be-more ſuch, it not formally, 
yet vitually, or eminently, And our 
adverſaries take ir ſo, and therefore 
ſayplainly, that Scripture for many 
reaſons 1s no competent Rule of 
Faith, - but Tradition doth the. work 
that is needfull to be done, and isa 
Rule in every reſpe& complear. 

Now let this be granted, and then 
look about, and ſee what follows. 
They ſay and chigk, (though not cru- 
ly) that they have Tradinon bythe 
focepatt, viz. that all the firſt ages 
of the Chrigtian Church held as they 
do now. And for the hinder end, 
they have it fait enough, as we all 
know. For we -mult grant, what 
we cannot ( witnout impudcnce ) 


deny, that i: mog of thele parts of - 


2797 þ» ward, tor Mas. 
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ny of the latter ages. ' And we do 
not, wonder at it, becauſe it is no 
more then what Sccipture hath force 
cold, And now if Scripture be thus 
laid by, what will become of all that 
faith which we have, other then what 
Papiſts have ? or how can we cefuſe 
whatever they ſhall impoſe by cheir 
Tradition ? Andfhall it be ever ſaid, 
that we have made a ſeparation ſo 
lone, and now turn back a-ain upon 
no other ground then this, v:z, thae 
Tradition is the Rule of Faith, and 
Scripture is every way unfit for ſuch 
a work ? what is this, but to caſt dire 
in the faces of all chat went before 
us, and hazarded all co vindicate and 
ob:ain that. liberty, which the written 
Word, ſo long ſuppreſſed, hath fince 
had among us? For this was the 
r:[e and root of all the diſorders and 
diflempers that ever have been faace 
the Apoſiles mes unto this gay, viz. 
chac men have not contented them- 
ſelves with a Rule, of Gods makiag, 
but (in the pride of their hearts ) 


| would frame Laws unto themſelves. 


a : . . 


Knd this began in the Apoiles ance, 
I 


| fe, EP 
by the workinssof Satatrin the falſe 
Apofiles, who would then keep up 
che antient Laws of God ( intended 
only till the rime of Reformation ) 
whea according to his'will they oughe 
to beJaid afide. - This (T ſay) we 
may'juftly ſuſpe& to' have given the 
firſt occaſion to others afrerwards of 
deviſing many things beſides the on- 
ly Rule. And fo it is' come to paſs 
by many degrees art lift, 'that Sctip- 
ture is no Rule at all, if ſome men 
may be c:edited 1n what they ſay. 
And now let us conſider what we 
have been adoitig for an hundred 
years and more. Have we all this 
while believed in vain ? And have 
gl! choſe who are gote ro another 
wotld before cur eyes, died wichout 
hope ? What ! have we been in a 
ſweet dream ſo long, and could ne- 


ver be awakened till 'now? Are we. 


now torſeek of 's Rule of faith? In- 
deed we-have then believed to [mall 
purpoſe, and ſo have many others 
whom we have hitherto choughr to 
be *#ith the Lord, What! haye we 
never received apy fruits of the Spr+ 


cit, | 
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ric, ſuch as have been a ſcal tathe 
truths of the wrizten Word, ſo as we 
can ſay, we know what and: whom 
we have believed? were our eyes 
never 'opened, nar. our hearts ever 
bumbled or melted ? If they have 
been, then conſider, what do&rine 
bath been preached. ro us, and by 
what means we came to be what we 
are. And have we: not enough for 
all intents and purpoſes? we rave 
Jeſvs Chriſt evidently ſet forth co us 
in Scripture, apd no where elſe, 
And have we need of any otber Sa- 
viour? we have theway of holineſs 
in .Scriprure, as na where elſe, and 
can we 20 to heaven in any other 
way ? Are we indanger of periſhing 
by believing in Chritt alone ? or will 
the denyal of our ſelves, andall un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts (as Scrip- 
ture commands, and requires ) ha» 
zard our ſouls > Nay will nor faith 
in Chrit alone, ſuch faith (Imean). 
as Works by love, ſave us? then what 
will become of me, 'and others who 
never yet learnt any other way of 
ſalvation, and reſolve (through Gods 
I2 © help 
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help and grace ) never to think of 
any other ? | 
- Bur I ſhall ſay no more, when 1 
have related one ſtory. Darbiforre 
( Benners kinſman ) ſaid to Hawkes 
( the Martyr ) Tow will have nothing, 
but your pretty Gods Book, No, (ſaid 
Hawkes) and is not that enough for 
27 ſalvation? Yes, ( ſaid the other) 
but not for your i:ftruttion, Then 
(ſaid Hawkes) God ſend we the ſal- 
©arion, and take you the inftruttio». 
And of his mind am I, and many 
others too, I hope. If Scripture be 
not ſufficient to ſhew and aſſure vs, 


what we are to believe ard doin or- 
| der to our ſalvation, (as ſome would . 


perſwade us) weare reſolved, how- 
ever to leave our ſouls to Gods free 
mercy, as it is rey:aled therein, and 
leavz others, rhat have a mind, to 
rake all the InſtruRiony, that is to b2 
had by Tradition. * 
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HE late dreadfull Fire, kindled 

by our God-provoking fins and 
abominations, tranſcending all our 
Forefachers, (afrer fo. many mira- 
clzg of mercizs and deliverances 
within three dayes ſpace turned no 
leſs then 8$ Parttes and- Patiſh- 
Churches,with the Cathed:al Church | 
of the late great ayd£g'0:10us City of "| 
Lo:dmn; 1ncto heaps of athes and rub- #* 
bith, to the juit horror and amaze- 
ment of all SpeQacors of their flames . 
and ruines, which as it p:oved ex- * 
rremely prejudicial and deſtrudive 
ro molt Companies of th2 Cy, yer 
. ' I 2 3 nHCRC 
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none of them received ſogrand loſſes 
and dammages by that devouring 
Conflaeration, as the Company of 
Stationers, molt of whoſe Habitati- 
ons, Store-houſes, Shops, rogether 
with all cheir Stocks, Books, bound 
and unbound, (by reaſon of their 
combuſtibleneſs, and difficulty to re- 
move them ) were not only conſu- 
med in a momentr, bur their aſhes, 
and ſcorched leaves, carried with the 
violence of the wind in the air, were 
ſcattered in ſundry places above 16. 
miles diftance from the City, to the 
great admiration of the Beholders. 
Amongſt other millions of Books 
thus ſuddenly conſumed,. this little 
Baok ſuffered 1n the ſame kind, how- 
ever thou haſt it row with many 
Additions. Reader, pray for the Au- 
thor, andbeg a bleſſingupon his en- 
- deayours.for thy gqod, 
Farewell, 
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Fe” brief ColleSion ont of Simeon - 
 Dunelmenſis bis Hiſtory, writ- 
ten Anno 1134. Johannes Ha-. 
.. euſtaldenſis bis Continuer, and 
others, when and how often the 
City of London hath been al- 
moit totally burnt by ſudden 
Fires an former ages. 


N.o Domini 798.. * Lundonia a Sim. D&+ 
igne yepentino cum magna komi- nm. Hift, | 
num-multitudineconſumpta ct. ga "13 4+ 


» 4Anno_ $01. Hathuberbe Lundo- b 1bidn, 
niz Civitatss antiſtes vitehsiue cone (118. | 
rempſ/it tempora : Et panlo poi?, mag- * ON 
na pars vics iþſruas repentino 1gne cone - 


| ſumpea oh 


Theſe two great Fires in London: 
within chree years ſpace, made ir in a 
manne: deſolate and unhabicable for 

| & TS. 


e-1bidem, Alfred, Anno $86, as the fate © H Fo 
co. 131. ſtorian, and the Chronicle of Bromton 
8. 31. 0. thus record -. Zodery (empere (Auno 
15a" 2; 886.) Rex Apglarum Elfredus, poſ 
| bn. Brom 1ncendra bin, ftrageſque ———_ 
ton, col, Londoniam'pex marmam Civitatem 
812, 813. howrifice reſtan#4vit, & habitabil-m 

fecit z as if it was not habicable. be- 

fore. | 


* d thidem, © Anno g82, Crvitas Lundonis 
co), 161. 1gxe cremata"eſ}; ſo Simes Dunel- 
{bh 30-0. enſir : But the t bronicle of Brom- 
| 277+-37* roy, fere igne cremata eſp. BE 


: SimiDg- © Anno Dom. 1087. Ferox flamma 
Fne'm. Bl... bes multas, Eccl:ſiamquogue Sant 
Bo part: Londoniz corſumpſit. 

Kmgb'dn | 
Fde Evint, f {yo 1133. (21 H. 1.) Max's 


5b pu- which, ſfells Cometes cftavo 1dus 


nelm. Bit, 
cant nu Dt Fohannem Haghſtalden,om, col, 263. l. 1 
| 3% Octo- 


85. years; till re-edified by -Kine 


60h. 213, Pauli Apoftali, clam majore & meluors 
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OQobris fere per dies 7. apparut : 
as We od Os A. cos 
exch other in few Months, before the 
late devouring Peſtilexce, and conſu- 
ming Fire, viſibly ſeen in and over 
Lozder, not to be parallel'd in aoy 
Age. 
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